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To the 


R1icur HoxoraBin, 


the LADY 
MARY TUCHET &c, 


Mob Aux, 


| SA Tranſl itions ce. 
; A without farther ad- 
7 dreſs, conſecrated to 
- your ſex, all that 1 de, in 
i, or any other kind, natu- 
rally 4nd of it's own accord , 
i dedicated to your Lap,eſpecin 
A ly 


- 


* 
- * 2 - 


ally this Piece, which makes, 
as it were, it's proper appeal 
to the integrity of your un- biaſ- 

fed ſoul, ſingling you forth as 
the moſ# competent Patrone, 

wot only of your ſex but Nati- 

on. Tes have often, Madam, 
whilſt his forrain language 

rendred him unfit for your con- 

verſation, heard much diſ- 

courſe about this Treatiſę and 

irs Author (for what Engliſh 

man & there, concerned never 

ſo little in the behalf of ſci- 
ence, whoſe heart and mout h 

is not filled either with Admi- 

ration er Cenſure of this great 

Country- man of ours ? ) 

whom if none hitherto hath 

preſumed to vindicateto your 
La. be « therein nothing the 
leſs happy , being now to ſpeak 
for himſelf, «tak ſcarce ma- 
Pageable by any, but himſelf. 
Madam 
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Madam, FI may have the | 
honour 10 be bis Tntroducer 
ints yy you 22 N 
I ſhall bol e my word, 
140 you will Aliase of 
his diſcourſe truly grave and 
important, and ſuch 4s may en- 
rich the mind, not with trifi ng 
and unprofitable curioſittes, 
but admirable and practical 
Truths. The middle ſtate 
of Souls cannot rightly be p- 
prebended without 4 juſt mea. 
ſure of the other extteams; 
nor can we duly reflect on them, 
withont a knowledg of our pre- 
ſent order to th, and ihe 
ine uit able influence which eve- 
ry thweht , aten, 4 affe- 
Gion hee, bath to our ſtate 
hereafrer. | 
Bat, Madam, 10 enlarge 
herein, were not to advance , 
but retard your progreſs, in 
3 which 


which if iar Lat. meet with 
ſome one paſſage, leſs promptly 
obeying your firſt ſummons (I 
am confident there is none im- 
per vious to your re ſolute at- 
taque) be not di ſcour aged; God 
and your eminent vert ues have 
furniſhed you with a noble 
and expert guide, whow , 
according to J. Pauls advice, 
Jeu may at home apply to, 
where yen art at 4 loſs , 
ſeeking mo further then 
your own Ha:band. To 
conclude (Madam) this ſmall 
Treatiſe having ſerved me 
for an excellent Country-pa- 
ſtime, [could not but take the 
boldneſs to recommend it to you 
both, at your entrance 7 the 
ame (tate of Vacancy, Aare 
1 of ſelf that, when you have 
marutely peruſed it you will 4. 
vow with me that they _ 
Wl - 
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little reaſon, who tax the Au- 
thor with requiring his readers 

nt, purely and barely upon 
the uc. of bis own wald; 
for, in my poor judgment, ne- 
ver any affertions were better 
fortifyed 5 at leaſt 1 heartily 
wiſh it were in my power as - 
liah to demonſtr are the truth of 
my being 


MADAM, 


Your Lars moſt humble * 


ſervant, and moſt affe- 


- cionate Bruthæ, 


ETHEFTTTTY: 
4 . 
. TRANSLATOR 
. TO THE 44 


READER. 


> READER, R 
Shall entreat- thee to be- 
1 lieve, that, had I the imb i- 
tin, or vadĩty, to entertain 
thee with ſomeching of my 
own, I ſheuld not hare taken 
—"wiwnrccafion, when I am to pre- 
ſeac thee with an employment. ſo 
much more advantagiousto thy 
ſelf, ſo diladyantsgious to me. 
The Tn that hath ſome 

petty defign of his own to 
off, foffert i not to appear wich 
a maſter piece of Rapher! or 
Titien. , Nothing but neceflity 
could have extorted theſe few 
lines, at lesſt in this place, which 
two dedicatory addrefſes al- 
I ready take up and overburthen, 
a 
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hk, neceſſity I y, of giving the : 9 


world ſome account of this wy n 
encerprize. 

It is now about five years, fir.ce 
this ſmall Treatiſe firſt came 
forth in the Late tongue. I 
was a wtneſs of the manifold 
contradictions it thenencountred, 
ani conſequently ought in rea- 
ſon to foteſee that it muſt now 
expect farre greater, © If it were 
then a crime to treat ſomewhat 
ſeverely (though as it were be- 
hind the curtain, ard in ſight of 
few only, that is, the learned) 
a certain luxuriant Devotion, 
what temerity may it not be 
thought, to unveil now and ex- 3 
poſe it's nakedneſs to the weak - 
and ſoon fcandalized eyes of the 
vulgar ? They from whom I 
txpe ct this reprehenſion, ate pex· 
ſons, many of them, ſo generall 
friends co vertue, ſo particularly 
to my ſelf, that I am bound not 3 
only to receive it with modeſty ,. #4 
but thanks ; and, in requital,com- | 
mending the.r zeal, to endeavcur | 
tolend ſome light to its wn. 

43 
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I beſeech therefore both them 
and thee (gentle Reader) inche 
fieſt place to obſerve, how 
through the oppoſice means , 
they of ſuppreſſing, I of publiſh- 

ing, this little Volume, we ull 
ou the ſame «nd, chat is, la- 

our to wipe off a fcandil ſrom 
our common Mother the Cath, 

Church, led thereto by the ſame 
motives, the welfare firtt of thoſe 
within,ſecondly,of thoſe withonr 


r. 
As to the 7 they contend, 
that it ſavors of pride, not to ſub- 
mit our private reaſons. upon pre- 
tence of never ſo mach demon- 
ſtrat ve evidence, to the opinion 
of the Church; of Diſobedience , 
to vary ſrom Her common Pra- 
ile : conſequently that it muſt 
needs inure Catholicks to the 
ne glect of their lor g glotied- in- 
captivation of their undetſtand- 
ings , and this by degrees; from 
matters of opinion, co matten of 
Faich. As to the ſecond, khey 
urg e, chat all. diſcoyery'sf yo 

oa; 


fions in the Catholick Church, 

more and more occafions, and 
legitimatesthe common reproach 
of her adverſacies,to wit, that no 
greater union is to be found 2 
mongſt Her chi/dren, then 1- 
woogſht thoſe whom ſhe ſtyles 
Her«icks;conſt quently well may 
they be artned from expe- 
Qing any ſecure repoſt in her bo- 
ſome, Both theſe clizrges I ſhall 
3 hope clearly , faris- 


e. 

Firſt, as to che diſed i fication of 
Catbolicks from ill example , of 
pride and diſchediexce, 1 anſwer, 
that an humble acd obedient du- 
ty to the Church could not de- 
cline this preſent task. Obrdience 
conlifts in execution of her known 
comminds; her commands in this 
mutter, are pronounced Con, 
Trid. Seſs.25, Th the ſe De- 
Arise of Pargatory, DEL 7- 
VER'D BY HOET FATHERS 
Nh SACRED” COUN- 
CELS Wibelizoerdheld,tanghtand 
N hut that UNCF” 


TAIN points , and ſuch at have 
APPEARANCE: OF FAL. 
,SHOOD be not permitted to be di- 
wulged or trea ed. | 
Lask, are the material place of, | 

Ot flames in Purgatory, with all 
the pious revelaticns relating 
thereto , the application of /x- 
dulgencer to rhe ſouls there de- 
exin'd,. the magazine of Chriſt's 
me its and his Saints for that 
purpoſe erected, the Hen 
delivery from. time to time of 
ſouls before the day of ud ment, 
or any, pert of them, &/ivered by 
Hily Fathers and facr ed Comncili? 
Whereas neither any Ccance/ 
mer tions ſuch points, nor any 
Father, ſpeaking as a Father. 
thatis, teflifgiog the preſene Do. 
Qrige of the C berc h of his time, 
avowes them. Agzin, bas that 
Doctrine, which takes away. all 
the extrinſecal anthority of the 


| Seri mich d 4. 
toy; That which ook, 
g'acted to be 4arfet Rhein. 
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from the ag of Grd That N 
which puts ta ini .pupiſh - 
went my to betie the creature. , 
| but 20 revenge. himſelf, That 
| which violates all. Philoſoph) by 
confounding the nxtures of 92 
ric and Body ; That which makes 
the evil of hin ſpriog , not from 
the Goful deſecta of creatures, but 
| from the all-good-/i// of God; 
That wh ch is impoſſible to be 
ma-maic'd, dur by ſegitimating 
extrin/ecul- imputation , Which is 
ſundameatally oppoßte to. Ce- 
thelxciſm : That which by mak- 
ing Purgatory not parge at all, 
defiroyes it's very notiow and ne- 
| tare, and makes even it's name 


breath cont 2 1 1 Jy, 


| K of 84e, an 
| ble ober abfar v aÞpea- 
re urs And laſtly, 


| France 


of the Charch's Doctrine? If 
uns warts they affirm it, ler them, 
or, at leaſt the whole world be- 
fides take notice, how a pafſi- 
onate «ffeQion , to make good 
their credit, and the reputation 
of their Aut hers, tranſports them 
todeftroy, and viclate at once 
the whole rule of Chriftian Faith, 
and ſo become more fatal to the 
cauſe they own, thea all the e- 
nemies it ever had or can have; 
that Rule of Faith, I fay,which 
admirs nothing, as ſuch , into 
it's ſacred lift, but what univer- 
fal tradition aſſures us to have 
been umn#nimouſly deliver'd by 
our reſpectire immediate fore fa- 
thers , asdeliver'd by the Apo- 
(Hes, as reveaP'd by Chriſt, Bur, 
God be thanked , they do not, 
they cannot, they dare not. 
_ confeſs, at halt, that nothing 
of all this is of BO OG is, — 
all is bu that is, poſſi- 
ble to Nes that is — 
alu, ttrat is, expre Pited 
the Church ; | 
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Duty prompt them notito obey, 
I know no ſa eetet force then that 
cf Reaſon to compel them. 
come now to the ſecond 
point, the advantage of thoſe who 
are heterodox, and their farther 
abalicnation from the Carbolick 
Communion, the reduction of 
whom I conceive to have been 
the Author's., I am ſure, is my 
principal intention, Can any 
one lay a greater ſlumbling-block 
in their way, then is the con- 
founding of Faith with Opinion, 
certainty with urcertainty > Can, 
onthe contrary, any thing more 
iavite a rational and well-mean- 
ing Proteſtant, then throughlyto 
obſerve, how the great latitude 
in opinion amongſt Cathelichs 
eſtabliſhes snd confirms the 
unity of their Faith ? How im- 
polſibleit is, that any new Te- 
net ſhould creep out of one Ca- 
talogue into the other, whilſt 
every minute qucſtion is ventils- 
ted with ſo much contention and 
ſcratinie , whilſt the Almigiuy 
yh 
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* Providence makes uſe of the ani- 


moſities of Thowif# and Scorift , 
Zanſeniſt ind Jeſait , to demon- 
ftrate, that what (ſuch —— 
Brethren perfectly agree in, mu 

ba ve a higher principle then hu - 
man invention ? let all thoſe, 
whom education or perhaps the 
indiſcreet zes of ſchool men, 
hath hitherto abuſed. underſtand 
in Gods name, that the Church, 
as Chur cb, has no pirtiality, no 
adbeſion to, ho obſtinacy for any 
opinion whatſorver, She is the 
Guatdian of ſaith ;, ſhe permits 
none to add to, or detract from 
the Divine truth committed to 
hee cuſtody , but admits all into 
het tuition who acknowledg 
them. Let them lookeo it who 
ſec, other boands, for” my parc, 
I ſhall ever value that excel'enc 
Anal) fit of our learnedPatriotDr, 
Holden (nov. (as I hear) happily 
rendeted into his native langyage) 
whereip,that it may flouriſh more 
vigorobfly, be hath loppd off and 
ſegregated all. circumſtantial ex- 
| creſcencies 


ereſcencies from the flock of 
Faith, beyond all the nice prodr- 
Rions of the Schools. 
* 2 I bare thoughe 
to lay in my own vindicati- 
on. 992 more in behalf 
. of the it ſelf, and 1 have 
done. It hath been wondered at 
4 x —_ Gee 
gument of ir's falling. hort 6 
the evidence is. promiſeth, char, 
in five yeni ume, it hath | 
no greater «ppian[e.qr 
in the way of 1 
hath not been able; ia that time 
to ſilence all en. 1 ſhall 
ſay nothing of he progreſs it 
hath made, bur only deſire thee, 
Reader, to reflect that rhefatisfs- 
Aion of thoſe who love ſcience 
is ever filent and within ber- 
ſelvet, the oppoſition of thoſe, 
that ſeek it nor, for the moſt part 
clamoroxs , and diſquietiog others 
as well as chemſclves. May it be 
thy fortune to ſaren ell, and hold 
thy pe ice. 1 


T 


barret 


To the moſt Reverend 
F. in Chriſt, Ricuary, 
L* Biſhop of 

i. (alcedon. 


MY LORD, 
Was much perplext 
1 when it was told me 
that ſome cenſure was 
aſt upon my poor Works 
y your Le, whoſe Eccleſi- 
aſtical Government , for 1a 
many year:, of the Catholick 
part ot England, hath deſcr- 
vedly fo much influence upon 
Our 


our faith; whoſe moſt ina0+ 
cent life, exerciſed with con- 
tinual fears at home, and 
combatrs abroad, hath begot 
in us 4 Veneration of your 
Dictates; but above all, whoſe 
many and excellent writings 
in defence of Cathelick Tra- 
dition, and neer fowrſcore 
years exhauſted in val 
ſtudy, render your Judgment 
ro us new. men of this Age, 
as it were an oracle of Anti- 
quity. I was therefore about 
to apologize, and beg pardon 
for my too much precipitati 

on; Bur your Lord-ſhips aſ- 
ſutaace by letter, dated Fwul.6. 
165 2, that you had paſFd no 
cenſure at all and in effect the 
non- appearance of any ſuch 
thing, ſatisfy d me of the un- 
geceſlrineſs of that pains. 
It was a fiction, contrived 


by 


by the envy of ſome narrow 
Hearts, and propagated by 
the unwary credw/ity of ſuch 
as took all for Goſpel which 
they ſaid. You declar'd, that 
you had no other thoughts , 
then ſo to diſſent from my o- 
pinion, as Divines, without the 
leaſt breach of Charity, are 
laudably wont to do. But 
yet, even thus, the weight of 
lo great an Authority over- 
burthen'd me, and forc'd me 
to ſeek ſome ſupport for my 
innocence. And I would to 
Cod you had been pleaſ d to 
remark in your Letter what- 
ſoever you diflik'd of mine. 
would have ſpar'd no pains 
to give your Lord-ſhip ſatis- 
faction in every particular; 
now I have ſingled out one 
point, but that which, being 
in every one's diſcourſe, 1 


thought 


thought I could leaſt be de- 
ccived in. Be you Jucg, my 
Lord , whether withour the 
ſuffrages of the ancient Fa- 
thers, or againſt the ſence of 
the ſacred —— or unaſ- 
ſiſted by the Maximes of true 
Theology , 1 have undertaken 
what may ſeem exotic to this 
Age we live in. If I cleat my 
ſelt, that I have oppoſed none 
of theſe,2s I am not ambiti- 
ous of Yi&ory, ſo I deſpaire 
not of Parden, However it 
may ſucceed, you have an 
Ac couvr, by detail, as leſs 
ſubject to deceipt, uf myStew- 
ardſhip. Pleaſe you, caſt it up, 
and if you find it F#f, give 
your Bleſsing to him, who 


. himſelf at your 
es, in quality of, 

MY LORD, 

Your Locdſhips moſt humble 


and moſt obedient ſervant, 


TH O. WHITES 
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The Firſt Accompt. 


The Introduction, aud ſtate 
of the Queſtion. 


222322. ſuch be 
272 2 the beauty of 
2 = + reaſon,and ſuch 
22 its ſoveraignty 
22.424 over humane 
„eee ee, when 
rightly diſpoied, that no force of 
authority can be capable to wea- 
ken conchuſions once 
ted ( for what can avthoriry pre- 
fume unleſs ci en pre · aſſures us of 
its veracity ? or how can reaſen 
give it that teſtimony having a 
demonſtration againſt ie?) yet is 
it not lawful for me to treat the 
queſion I have now in hand; 
without firft conſulting the ſenti- 
ments of antiquity, — - 
B 


Of the middle 
tep to the unwiſe as well as the 
wiſe , and ſee them far mote nu 
merous who pin themſelves upon 
authority; few being ableſ to ſu- 
ſtain the eſclat of di/conrſe, evi- 
dently and rigorouſly connected. 
Beſides , it well becomes the dig- 
nity of the Church in which I 
live, and is requiſite for the ſatis- 
factiorr of thole witbowt her, to 
ma ke it clear that our forefathers 

ty do not diſſent for me 
in this controverſie. 

This then ſhall be my aime in 
the following Treatiſe : Firſt, to 
illuſtrate the nature of Perg atory 
from the ſacred Scripe ure and mo- 


numents of holy Fathers ; next, 


immoveably to eſtabliſh ic by 
Faith,or Principles evident inNa- 
ture; but before all, give me 
leave to fumme up and ftate the 
whole controverſie, as it is on both 
ſides aſſerted. For the Church 
her ſelf hach herein defined no- 
thing more, then that there « 4 
Purgatory, and that the ſoul: there 
drtaincd art riliev'd by the prey 
| a 


" horrid inflrament: of torture, 


State of Souls. 
ers and ſuffrages of the faith» 


al. . 
The Vulgar modern Divines rbe a4. 
embrace in a manner generally r tt; 
this policion , That the deficiences, ff — ' 
of men are ſome mortal, and puni gy, * 
ſhable with eternal miſery, others 
venial and expiable by temporary 
ſufferings. Mortal lapſes, if re- 
pented they abſolve from eternal, 
condemning them notwithſtand- 
ing to time · limitted corments. So 
that ſuppoſe an imperſect Chri- 
ſtian departed , whoſe venial fins 
no ſatisfaRion at all hath cancel- 
led, whoſe mortal an imperfect one 
hath diminiſhed ; thele Doctors 
admit him not to the beatifical vi- 
ſoon, but provide for him a ſubcer- 
raneous cave, fill'd with flame; and 


45 


which his there confined and impri- 
ſon'd ſoul muſt, till expiated, en- 
dure. And theſe pains they ct us > 
far ſuppoſe like to thoſe we here # 7 
experience, that they are inflited | 
by extrinſecal Agents,a' d age uf 
the will of che patient, conce u- 
| B 2 ing 


Of the middle 


ing moreover that they take their 
proportion from the meaſure and 
mature of the crimes committed 
in the body, according to the e- 
ſtimate of Divine 22 Nor 
can theſe torments by any indu- 
ſtry or force of the ſoul it ſelf be 
evaded , though by our prayers, 
who ſurvive, they may be miti- 
ted, and before the otherwiſe 
and prefixed time determined. 
The ſame relief they fancy from 
the ſatisfaction or merits of the 
Saints , if by the Church to that 
intent apply'd. 
Thus theſe later Divines ; from 


sbersEx- Whom in this diſcourſe, 1 muſt for 
- plication of the moſt part. take leave to diſſent, 
the ſame, ] acknowledg in humane faylings a 


difference betwixt worra/ ard ve- 
»ial nor do | deny an imperſel7 re- 
miſſion of mortal impurities But I 
place not this imperſection, in that 
the Si is totally cancelled the pain 
only remaining, but in the change 
of an Ab/o/nte into a conditional 
affection , as it were inſtead of / 
wil ſubſtituting, I will nv, 6» _ 
n that 


State of Souls. . 
that I lawfully might. This ſinner 
therefore concludes that an eter- 
nal good is to be preferr'd before 
that which he abandons, and in his 
life and actions preferrs it; but 
looks notwi hſtanding back upon 
it, as amiable with a withful glance; 
net unlike the Cowes which bear- 
ing the Ark did bellow to their 
Calves (hut up at home. The affe- 
Rion or inclination he had to tem- 
poral is reſtrain'd, not extin- 
guiſh'd ; of mortal become veni- 
al; changed, not deſtroy d. 
Being therefore by the operation 
of death, as it were new moulded 
and minted into a purely ſirit aal 
ſubſtance , he carries inſeparably 
with him the matcer ofhis torment 
in the like manner as he alſo doth 
who takes leave of the body with 
his affections only venialy diſorder- 
ed, Wehave no occaſion here to em- 
ploy inferzal Architects to invent 
ſtrange racks and dungeons a ſince 
the innate, and intimately inhe- 
ring ſtrife and fury of the affect jons 
teat agaiaſt reaſon, perform 
B 3 
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that exer=rion , which is there” 
fore proportioned to the ſing, be- 
cauſe ſpringing and reſulting from 
them, nor ever other ſe poſſibly 
capable to e- ſe and determine, 
unleſs the ſoul by a new conjun- 
ctiqq with the body , become a- 
gain ſuſceptible of contrary im- 
preſſions. This in the reſwrre- 
Aion is performed by a twofold o- 
peration of fire, one corporea/,which 
ap:ly diſpoſes the matter of bo- 
dies for the miniſtry of Angels , 
and the reunion with their ſpirits ; 
the other Hiri v, to wit, the 
judgment of Chriſt, that is, the 
bodily and mental intuition of him, 
which transferrs the diſpoſiti on of 
ſouls, from the diſtortion acqui- 
red by the commerce of the body, 
into that ſtate which js the im- 
mediate aptitude for beatifical vi 
fron, In this we conceive to con- 
fiſt the remiſſion of pains, or (as 
the Scripture terms it) in:; for 
the procuring whereof in due 
time, we acknowledg the efficacy 
of the prayers of Saints, _ 
uc 
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ſuch as are already glorifi'd, or 
ſuch as daily preſs on towards that 
happineſs. Theſe, to my beſt ap- 
prehenſion,are the ſummary heads 
of both opinions, Now- to the 
work it ſelf. 
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The Second Accompt. 


Two. Proofs from tbe ſa- 
cred Scripture fa vou- 
ring the truth we Ad- 


42 5 
N the very front whereof Ifir , fr 9 
two evident teſtimonies of the n . 
ſacred Writ, The firſt from , Mach, © 
2 Mach. 1:. where the diſcourſe. 
is, that Fades Machabri ſent 
mony to Hiersſalem to 
ſacrifices for the ſins of bis Sold. 
ers ſlain in battel ; the holy Wri- 
ter teſtifying that he did this act, 
B 4 wel 
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well and religienſly , — of 
the reſwrreticm;, for wnleſs (faith + 
he) be bad hoped they S riſe 
ag 4in,it Would bave ſremed ſuper- 
lou and Vain te pray for the 
dead. For vain the Greek Text 
hath A,, fooliſh or ridicu- 
low, It appears that even then 
when this book was written , the 
ertc-ur of denying the reſurrection 
had inſinuated it ſelf amongſt the 
Jews, by the commixtion of Se- 
tiles , ſo that the Writer was ob- 
lig d to reprove it, by occaſion of 
this ſignal action of N ebabeus. 
His argument runs thus; l is cer- 
tain (faich he) that Prayers can- 
not avail the dead unleſs there be a 
yeſwrreftion * But as by this 
illuſtrious Example of AMachabe- 
a we learn, Prayers do avail 
them, Therefore there mult be a 
reſurrectioa 
We affirm that from this Text, 
it is eaſily convinc'd, that fouls 
before the reſurrection are not 
delivered from their Purgatory- 


ſufferingsor State. For if they are, 
our 
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our prayers working that haypy 
effect, it were great benefit and 
great wiſdome to pray for them 
though there were never to be a- 
ny reſurrection. Either the fa- 
cred Writer therefore is miltaken, 
or they who free ſuch ſouls before 
the reſurrection. Nor is their 
conject ure of any moment, who 
ſuppoſe it may be therefore ſaid , 
un le I be had boped they ſhould riſe 
again , becauſe the denyal of the 
reſurrection would have at once 
deſtroy'd the beliefe of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, at leaſt as 
ro the awe, firſt, becauſe tis 
known that the Heathens, by 
whoſe converſation the Jewiſs 
tenents were corrupted , did ma- 
ny of them admit ſouls to be 
immortal , notwithſtanding they 
deny'd the re/urrefion of bodies: 
and ſecondly, becauſe this ex- 
plication is too frank and voſun- 
tary , engaging a Writer with» 
out the leaſt ground, againſt an 
opinion, which, whether it had 
at that time r y aſſertors, 4s 
B 5 alto- 
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unknown , and that at 
the peril of making a frivolous 
— and che aſſuming a 
prop ition in it ſelf falſe. Nor 
doth it adyantage them to alledg 
that the Sadduces (againſt whoſe 
Progenitors this diſputation may 
be thought to be levell'd) deny*d 
ſpirits, The Stoicks did the like, 
yet at the ſame time they ac- 
knowledged the ſoul's ſuperviven- 
cy and tranſanimation after the 
decay of the body. Clearly 
therefore, if ſouls may be exemp- 
ted from their ſuffering before the 
reſurreſi ian, this propoſition, 1. 
& ſuper fluaus and vain to pray for 
the dead unleſi there be a reſurre- 
* & ion, is both falſe, and to no pur- 
| poſe alledged. | 
The Second Let the New Inſtrument keep 
rem, Gor, time and harmony with the 014. 
A, exani> Let S. Pas! be heard preaching to 
ved. the ſame eſſect. 1 Cor. 15. 29. 
What ſball they do (faith he) who 
are baptized for thedead , if the 
dead riſe nit agiin? to What end 
are they baptized for the dead? 
Some 


, 


Some underſtood by baptging , 
Hictios or ene ef ths 
body ; others a certain ceremony 
of waſving themſelves for the 
dead: which way ſoever you take 


it, his diſcourſe is the ſame with 


that of the Writer of the Aache- 
bees, Where that Writer affirms, 
it were ſuperfluous to pray for the 
de ad, the Apoſtle cryes out, 
ſoall we de? what benefit ſhall 
they reap? how will they be de- 
jected ſeeing themſelves depriv'd 
of the hopes of aſſiſting their 
friends > What the one calls vain 
or feo/;ſh, the other phraſes, To 
what end are they baptized > what 
do they mean > what do they 


aime at ? nothing; they are fooles 


or mad men. It is therefore ap- 
parent that pious and wiſe per- 


{01s uſed this cuſtome (whatever 


it were) of baprizing themſelves, 
whoſe action and example the A- 


poſtle commending it, urgeth as 
of ſufficient authority again the 


Corinthians 


Nor n. d w. further ſtiuia tine 
| nerv] © 


o * 
err 
i 


n 
e 
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nerves of this diſcourſe, it being 
feRly the ſame with the firſt 
ext; to wit, that it were folly 
to be baptiz'd for the dead, if they 
were not to riſeagain. No be- 
nefit therefore is obtain'd by ſuch 
Baptiſme before the reſurreftion , 
nor by ſo doing can the ſouls till 
then be releaſed. So that from 
this argument it appears , that 
the ſolution offered to the firſt 
was of no conſequence, for no 
man that I know alledges that 
the Doctor of the Gentiles dif- 
putes here _=»> the Saddaeces, 
with whom his arguments would 
not have any force at all. For 
neither would they regard the 
Example of thoſe who — 
themſclyes in behalf of the dead, 
as being Phariſes ; neither would 
what the Apoſtle urgeth of Chri/t's 
reſurrection, or his own predi- 
cation make any the leaſt impreſ- 
ſion in them, Let theſe two 
Texts therefore remain inviola- 
bled, as firit not to be reſiſted 
without manifeſt violence, and 
ſecond- 


mn — - 
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ſecondly , as directly pointing at 
the very knot of the controvyerlie. 
That fouls once engaged are not 
capable of that eminent good 

* of being delivered from their 
' * pains, before the reſurrecti- 
* 08. 
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| The Third Accompt. 


Three other Texts, and by oc- 
caſion of the third, an ex- 
plication of the ancient pra- 
dtice of the Church in pray- 
ing for the Saints. 


” — — — 


| Sr" us from the ſame Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians 5. F. adde a 
poſitive proof to two negative ones 
already alledged. / ( ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle) bave already judged to 2 
c 
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ſuch a one % Satan, for the deſtru- 
Aion of the fleſh , that the ſpirit 
may be ſaved in. the day of our 
Lond. He ſpeaks of excommuni- 

ing a notorious fornicator, that 
he might be made penitent, and 
by repentance ſaved. But when? 
In the day of owr Lord Jeſus 
Chrift. His ſoul therefore was 
not to be ſaved till the laſt Judg- 
ment day. But why not his as 
well as any others > No ſoul there- 
fore . imperfectly , and as it were 
compulſively repenting ſhall be 
ſaved till the day of Judg- 
ment. 


” The Fourch Conſonant and ally'd to this is 


Tuns, Heb, that text, Heb.1o 27. Sin«ing 


10. 


voluntarily after knowledg receiv- 
edof thetr mth; we have nowno - 
ther beſt or oblation left for ſins, 
but a certain terrible expel ation 
of judgment, in the interval of it, 
aud rage of fire when it ſhall come, 
which ſhall conſume the adverſa- 
riet; the Greek text hath it i& (uy 
Herr Tis CauasTia , ready 
er about torate thoſe who az 6 partly 


«| 
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eppoſte ; not to conſume, but feed 
upon or gnaw them; that is, to 
take off the depraved affeQtions 
of ſuch as dye with an imperſect 
repentance. He that denies this 
to be the Apoſtles meaning, let 
him fide with Novat ut in reje- 
Qing lapſed penitents , os fancy 
an extrajudicial remiſſion, con- 
trary to the Apoſtle*s deſign. 


In the third place I cite the 74, pipe. | 
2 Tim. 1.8. Where the Apoltle rexs, 
thus prayes for Oni/iphoris, Onur > N. t, 


Lard grant bim to find mercy from 
owr Lord in that day. An Heve- 
tick may perhaps ſmile at the alle- 
gation of this text to juftifie 
prayer for the dead, and pretend. 
a great difference between praying 
for thoſe who are living that they 
may be ſaved after their depar- 
ture and praying for their ſalvati- 
on who are already departed. 
But I ſhall entreat him to reflect 
more adviſedly on the expreſſion. 
Was it not ſaid , that be way find 
mercy in that day ? Is not that day 
confeſſed to be the day of judg- 
meat / 
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ment ? Let us confider O- 
peru now dead; will you affirm 
that he hatch already found that 
mercy; which the Apoſtle prayes 
he may find in the day of judg- 
ment ? Why do yeu heſitate? If 
now he hath receiv'd it, how ſhall 
he then find it > If he have not 
yet receiv'd it, the wiſh of the 
— is not yet accompliſhed. 
It hangs therefore ſtill in ſuſpence, 
and if ſo may be reiterated, and 
if it may be reiterated, then 
muſt it be lawful to pray for 
the d-ad. For Prayer is ever 
feaſonable till the effect 
granted ; and conſequently p 

er for the dead is from hence alſo 
cleerly proved. 

But methinks I ſee our mo- 
dern pretenders to Divinity full. 
and longing to be deliverel of 
me b. his objection, That if efſactu- 
Fe Ally chis be ſo , we muſt gray 
$8r.1 1. & for the Saints alſo, they being 
. par. to obtain likewiſe a great ad- 

ed. vantage by that day (as in our 
, gacred Inſtitmtions may appear) 
- which 
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which notwithſtanding any one 

may perceive to differ from the 

common practice of the whole 

Church. I am not of ſo weak 

a ſtomach as not to digeſt this 

morſel. What do you expect 

I ſhould reply > That S. Pa. 

preſum d Oi bora ſhould not 

be happy before the laſt day, 

whereas himſelf deſired to 

immediately diſſolved and diſmiſ- 

ſed to the enjoyments of ( hriſt ꝰ hy 

I dare not. How then? Shalll 

ſay he prayed not that Ovi iber 

might find mercy , even after bis 

ſoul was beatify'd > The Text 

on all tides confeſſ'd forbids me. 

What then > will our Adverſaries 

ſay this was not to pray forthe 

bleſſed > Common — permits 

them not. S. Paul did it; An- 

tiquity did it. 4 
Let S. ane, be our firſt wit- Prof: of * 

nels, ia his Liturgy of the Hier prajer H 

ſelymiten Church. Be windfa/ the biefeds 

( faith he) Led Ged, of the fron. "2 

ſpiritr and all thiir bodies — —_ 

whew we bat commemorated,” © 

er 
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or wot commemorated, who were 
Orthodox , from the juſt Abel to 
this preſent day. Thou 
then there to reſt, in the region of 
the living in thy Kingdome , in 
the dilights of Paradice. 

S. Baſs Liturgy. Be mind- 
ful alſo of all wh» have ſlept in the 
bope of 4 reſurreftion to life ever- 


ing. 

S. Chryſoftom's Liturgy, Pe 
the memory and remiſſion of their 
fins who were the founders of thu 
babitation, Worthy of eternal me- 
mory, and of all who have ſlept in 
thy Communion, in the bope of re- 
ſurreſtion and life eternal, our 
Orthodox Fathers and Brethren, 
The Liturgy of S. Mart, that 
is, of Alexandria: Give reſt © 
Lord ear God to the ſouls of our 
Fathers and Brethren , who bave 
ſlept in the faith of ¶ vriſt, mind- 
fal of dar «Anceſtors from the be- 
ginning of the world ; Fathers, 
Patriarchs , Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs , Confeſſors , Aeg 
Saints. and juſt men; oll the ſouls 
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of theſe who departed in the faith of 
Chriſt, And moreover of thoſe 
whoſt memory this day we cel 
brate and our holy Fathe» Mark 
the E vangelift, who taught us the 
Way of [alvatimm, T's tbe ſouls 
of all theſe give reſt, our ſupr my 
Lord and God, in the holy T abey« 
nacles, in the Kinglowe, beſtowin 
on them the good things thew be 
promiſed, &c. And he concludes , 
T's their ſouls I ſoy grant reſt, and 
admit them to 4 K ingdome of 
Heaven. 

Laſtly, The Romane, or Gregory 
the Great's Liturgy, from whom 
it ſeems at laſt to have received ity 
full perfection. Remember alſo, 
O Lord . thy ſervants who bave 1 
gene bef re s With the fign of 
faith , and now reſt in the ſleep of 
peace. Te them, O Lord, and al : 
that reſt in Chriſt, we beſrech thee * 
grant a plece of eaſe, and lit h and y 
peace, The ſenſe is plain and ob- 
vious , that he prayes for all who 
were baptized and departed in the 
Communion of the Church, 
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I am not ignorant, that Liter- 
gies, from the bare conſiderati- 
on of antiquity, have not that 
force which other writings of 
the ſame Authors have, ſince 
as they are of publick uſe, ſo 
can we not almoſt doubt, but 
ſomethings in them might , by 
ſucceeding prelates of the fame 
Churches, by additions or dimi- 
nutions be altered, as it were 
of courſe. But give me leave 
withal to obſerve, that this de- 
fect is more then ſupply'd by 
their being the publick inſtru- 
ments of Churches, the Do- 
Arine, which in ſo many Litar- 
gies is delivered, being juſtly to 
be accounted as the conſtant 
renet of all ages, unleſs ſo great 
an authority can from elſewhere 
be undermined. Let usthen ar- 
gue thus, So many Patriarchal 
Churches, continually in their 
publick Lit urgies, beleech God 
in peneral terms to give ſalvation 
to all the faithful departed, aſ- 
hgning them a place of caſe, 
light 
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kphe, and peace; and where none 
are excepted , all are included; 
and in our caſe eminent Saints 
particularly named, as it were by 
foreſight and obviation to this 
objetion. We cannot there- 
fore doubt but that prayer was 
anciently offered for the Bleſ- 
ſed. 

But let us conſider more par- 
ticularly, The Hiero/olymitan 
Church is by origine the chief, 
ſhe beginning from the juſt Abe/ , 
cannot certainly be ſuppoſed to 
exclude any other; and Cyril, 
the heir of S. ase, in his fifth 
Catecheſi: , will aſſure us ſhe did 
not, Next ( faith he) for the 
bey Father! and Biſhops depar- 
ted, re d, and of all 
wniverſally Who are drad from 
amongſt . The Church of 
Alexandria was ſecond to* the 
Roman ; ſhe pray'd for the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, eApe* 
files, and Martyrs, and by nan e 
S. Marh. 8. Chryſoſteme _— 
the Conftantinepelitan Church 
pray'd 


And Fa- 
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prayed for the B=i/ders of the 
aid Church, whether by that ap- 
pellation intending the Apoſtle of 
C-nſft antinople, or the Fabricators 
or endowers of the material . 
Church; however we cannor rea- 
ſonably doubt, but he eſteemed 
them Saints and enjoying God; 
and himſelf commends thus Litur- 
gy in many of his Homilies. The 
expreſſions -of other Churches , 
ing in common. may well, 
by the determinations of theſe, 
be underſtood literaily as they 
ſonnd, and not with reſtrictiou to 
any particulars ; as alſo Diony {+ 
 Artopagita,Clemens Romania , 
reg. Ni, &c. in whom 
thoſe univerſal experſſions are 
found. 

But becauſe the Romans Liturgy 
ſeemes to ſpeak leſs clearly then 
the eſt , let us examine ber own 
belt interpreters. S. Ambroſe 
De ob. Valent. Prayes day and 
night for him and Gratias. He 
commends the ſouls of T hrodo fixes 
and bis brother to God, and begs 

relt 
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reſt for them all whom notwith- 
ſanding he doubts not to be i 
Bliſs, in the receptacles of eternal 
tranquillity, in the T abernacle: of 
Chrift , in the ſupernal Hiernſa+ 
lem in the compdiry of Faint i, in the 
K ingdome of er Lord feſwns. 
S. Hierew in like manner affirms 
Panlina to be gone from hence to 
ber Lord, and to enjoy 4 ſweet 
reſt , for whoſe ſake notwithſtan» 
ding he commends the giving of 
almes. S. Gregory himlelf in his 
book of Sacraments , daith, Fe 
bave received, O Lord, the divine 
myſteries, which at they avail thy 
Samts to the encreaſe of glory, ſo 
We beſeech thee they may benefir . 
for the cure of our infir mities, The 
ſame may be likewiſe gather'd 
from the Areopagite, who tea- 
ches to pray for thoſe who depar- 
ted ſo holily, that be affirmes 
them to be preſented to the Prieſt 
as to the diſtributor of their 
crowns, The ſame from $ (r- 
ſoſtome, who deſcribes at one and 
the ſame time, weeping and a'ms- 
giviog, 
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iving , rejoycing and triumphs 
or the dead; cleerly declaring 
it to deſcend from the Apoftles 
Doctrine and command to offer 
facrifices for the dead. It was 
therefore anciently lawful and 

cuſtomary to pray for the Saints ; 
nor is it in our dayes leſs, the 

Church her ſelf inſtructing thus 
to pray, Receive what we fer 
te tne honenr of thy Saints, that 
to them it may be an increaſe of 
glory, to u of ſafety. Nor is 
it infrequent amongſt the more 
pious , when they name a Saint 
or Martyr, to adde, M beſe glory 

God increaſe, . 
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The Fourth Accompt. 


That (St. Bernard only excep- 
ted) all the refs of the Fa- 
thers deny'd noi to the faith- 
ful departed , the Beatifical 
viſion before the day of Judg- 


ment. 
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Rom what hath been ſaid, a 

clear light ſeems to diſcover 

it ſelf, though - many hands la- 

bour to draw a dark curtain be- 

fore it, to the vindication, ſhall 

1 ſay of the Fathers of the | 
Church, or of the Church it bi 
ſelf, from a foul imputatiom laid x, ; 

upon them or her, For I ponder — 
ie wich my ſelf, that if ſo great a caring 
mulcitude of Saints be ſuppoſed A 
to have erred in this one Article en 
We 
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we are almoſt at a loſs how to 
excuſe the Church from the ſame 
crime. Thefe calumniators mu- 
ſter up Fathers neither few in 
number nor thoſe inconfiderable 
in value, nor of one Nation, nor 
of one and the nature of 
the Article is ſuch that we may 
not. well exclude it from its con- 
cernment in order to piety , or 
neceſſity in order to Faith. They 
affirm ( not more unwarily then 
audaciouſly) That moſt of the 
Ancient Fathers did promiſcu- 
* ouſly ſequeſter from the face of 
God, the perſect with the im- 
perfect till the laſt day of judg · 
ment. 

1 dare not take upon me to 
juſtie them in all circumftances , 
but as to the ſubſtance I avow, 
chat ( ſetting S. Bernard aſide, 
and Jobs the 22. if you pleaſe to 
reckon him among the Fathers) 
not any one of them (for ought 
may be | cds out of their 
writings) x even ambiguouſly 
in the caſe, Tis true many of 
| them 
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them did deliberately deny the 
Saints to be in Heaven, which 
by i is become our 
vulgar phrafe to ſigniſie tit ad-. 
But S. Bernerd reflecting on the, g 
difference , - affirm'd them to beans ane 
in Heaven , ast0 their ſubſtance e be desc. 
bat not ſo as to enjoy the viſiew v, therein, 
of the Deity. Whence it ap- 
pears that he light upon this ſan. 
gularity , whilſt he wholly ap- 
ply*d his ſpeculation to the fu 
til reach of the miſtical ſpeeches 
in the Apocalypſe, not by the imi- 
tation of his predeceſſors, ſo 
that unawares he let go the 
Churches ſenſe,retaining only her 
words. % | 
We are to conſider in the day 
of 7udgment two retributions of ln 
be made good to all mankind zef Fudg- 
the degree of reward due to their . 
merits, and the place deſigrn'd for 
their eternity, Who denies the 
firſt makes it no Judgment; for 
what kind of Judgment is that 
which bath no reward: or - 
went attending it, but actually 

C 2 findes 
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finds all beforeband done for 
which it was intended? The 
latter carries too much evidence 
to find an oppoſition, ſince we 
are ſpeaking of men, and thoſe 
who arc never ſo little ſpiritualiz d 
know that to be in place ſuites 
only with bodies, Theſe two 
things then thoſe holy Fathers 
What the maintain, and by their teſtimo- 
Fatbers nies foreprize our exceptions. 
20 . When we hear them ſay chat 
ed "=. vpn Saints or their ſouls are detained 
he kept in in certain receptacles or ſlore- 
certam re- houſes till the day ef Judgment; 
ceptacles conceive them to mean that they 
—_ have not yet received their ma- 
©... terial places of Beatitude, S. 
. Fernard alone to opine that they 
are indeed already poſſeſſed of 
their proper and material places, 
but ſo that the humanity only of 
Chriſt is repreſented to them and 
made their object. For as we 
term that to be in darkneſs 
which is not in the light, ar d in 
a manner alwayes explicate pre- 
yationsby in compoſſible poſitives, 
10 
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ſo thoſe Doctors phraſed the 

not being locally in Heaven, by 

the being in other receptacle, ei- 

ther accommodating their expre(- 

fions to the vulgar capacity, 
though conſcious of the Prive- 

riow, or by the force of fancy be- 

ing themſelves beguil'& into that 
unwary perſwation. 

This reflection alone beats 4 hier- 
back moſt of the calumnies ©, 7 
darted at thofe Saints. For ef 
Irenem, Faſtin, Tuertulian them. 
Clemens Romanis , Lattentioe , 
Origen, Viftorinus , Prudemtins , 
Cbryſeſem, Fbeoderet, Art- 
thus , Orcumenins, pronounce no- 
more then that the ſouls are de- 
tained out of Heaven, and ex- 
pect at the laſt day their remu- 
neration and future glory. Yea, 
molt of them follow thoſe ex- 
preſſions with others, which at 
leaſt permiſſively inſinuate that 
they enjoy God as to their ſouls, 

So Irenens explicating the com- 
pleat reſurrection to be that of 6 
die. So Juſtin affirming them to 
C 3 enjoy 
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enjoy Paradice with the ſenſe of 
Intelligence, that is, thoſe joyes 
of Paradice which pure Intelli- 
gences ave capable of, So Ter- 
alias allowing them reſt and 
jay. So Origes, declaring them 
to be as it were in a Schoole or 
Auditory , that they may make 
judgment of the future , that it 
may [ore-run , and mentally taſte 
the joyes they are awayring , ſav- 
ing moreover that - expect 
thoſe which can receive no fur- 
ther encreaſe. So YViftorinas , 
conſeſſing them to be in a ſtate 
of repoſe, 'free from pains and 
flames, where they attend in the 
laſt rimes, a perpetual, that is, not 
mutable or increaſable reward. 
Prudentins's words may well ſig- 
nifie Heaven, unleſs the uſe and 
acceptation of his Age otherwiſe 
determine them, The ſentiments 
of S. S. Chry/-ftowe and Angn- 

ſtine are ellewhere ſufficiently 

cleared. Arerbus faith, they have 

—.—— conjecture, that is, pre- 
cience, or preguſtation of the 

future, Having 
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Sate of Souls. 
Having ſo great an evidence of 
the thoughts of moſt of them. 
we are not to doubt but that the 
reſt , whoſe words are ſomewhat 
barſher, were yet of the ſame 
judgment. S. Ambroſe ſpeaks 
ambiguouſly when he ſaith chat 
the I ul after this life is till in ſul 
pence of the future Judgment 
but I conceive him to ſpeak inde- 
finitely, not intending that any 
one in particular remaines doubt- 
fol, whether ſhe ſhall be happy or 
otherwiſe, but that all are not tu 
be happy, but ſome happy , ſame 
miſerable. The place is taken out 
of the 10. Chapter of his Book, 
De bono mortis , where treating 
more at large of this — 
ſeemes to explain this part of his 
opinion in this ſort. Therefore 
whilſt the plenitude of time e- 
pected ( faith he) The ſouls Waite 
their juſt remuneration, (ome ſhall 
bave puniſbment , ' ſome glory. 
Beſides what he had before af- 
firmed of the foul of YValentinias , 
Gratian , Theodeſins and his 
C 4 Brother 
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Brother gives ample ſatisfaction 
concerning his Judgment. To 
which you may adde if you pleaſe, 
our of his 59. Fpiſtte, de ait 
Acelij, be ſres p.ypernal light 
without 4 Sun, now face te face. 
And in Com. Ep. ad Philip. 
Thinking it better to be vreſent 
with Ged. And on 1 Cor. Ep. 
13. The Saints going ont of 
this world ſhall behold bim u be 


as. 

T beophilaF?'s ſpeech is likewiſe 
ſomewhar difficult, maintaining 
the Saints to have yet obtain» 
ed nothing of the celeſtial pre- 
miſes, But S. Chry/oſton's pie- 
ty (which he adheres to) relieves 
him, giving us occaſion to 
underſtand by Celeſtial rhoſe 
promiſes which are to be ac- 
compliſhed in Heaven , and 
which Ocecumenizxs calls the 
term or period of goods. S. Chry- 
foftem himſelf declares that the 
fouls unleſs the body riſe again 
ſhall remain excluded from the 
Celeſtial Beaticude ; that is, (hall 
indeed 


State of 'Syuls. 
indeed have ics happineſs, bat 
not that which makes or fol- 
lowes it's place in Heaven. So 
that at laſt it appears to have 
been not a famous Doctrine of 
the Fathers of the Church, but an 
infamous calumny againſt them, 
to impoſe upon them the denyal 
of the ſight of God before the 
univerſal reſurrection. S. Ber- 
nerd alone neither having nor 
ſeeking an Example ventured to 
aſſert it; for as to eb XXII. 
ſince his writings are not ex- 
tant, we cannot legally pals ſen · 
tence upon him. 
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The Fifth Accompt 


The Fifth proeſ from Scripture 
1 again ur ged and two others 


add: d. 


Why the Otwithſtanding all which, I 
rewards of ſhould chink my pains well 
—— rewarded , if I could learn the 
Fulgment reaſon, why the holy Doctors 
Ae with ſo much earneſtneſs have 

inculcated to us the rewards and 
puniſhments of the laſt judgment, 
lince they well enough underſtood 
that pure ſouls might have an | 
immediate fruition of God. The { 
Firſt Ne firſt Motive may be that the Ba- 
= Fifical Viſion is more perfect with 
the body reſum*d , then without 
it; which S. Chry/oftom exceed- | 
ingly favours, Yet I am not 
convinced by it ; firſt, becauſe 
nothing of this reaſon appears 
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State of Souls. 


amongſt moſt of them, thougtr 


the Theſis be common to them 
all, ſecondly , becauſe no 
proof thereof is brought by him, 
nor by S. A»ga»ftine bimfelf , 
though be affirms it certain that 
the ſoul of man deveſted of the 
body, cannot ſo behold chein- 
commutable goodneſs as the An · 
gels do, and the ſaid ſouls expect 
the redemption of their bodies, 
fince in his ReryaF ations he ſeems 
to acknowledg the obſcurity of 
the Conſequence, The reaſon 
we have given for it in out Thee- 
logical Inſtitution is ſingular, and 
by few valued or comprehen- 
ded. 


The next Motive may be, be- Secont 
cauſe Corporeal goods, which are N 


ficlt attained by the Reſurrection, 
are more eſteemed by the genera» 
lity of Chriſtians then ſpiritual , 
as being better underſtood by 
them. But this reaſon is too diſ- 
advantageous to Chriſtianity it 


ſelf; for it being the deſigne atir's 


profeſſion, and task of its Do» 


dots 


n. 
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Of the middle 

Rors to cake off the minds of 
men, from terrene goods and 
place them on celeſtial , tis alto- 
gether improper to permit corpo- 
real advantage,to be preach'd and 
inculcated more vebemently then 
ſpiritual ; nor doth it ſtand with 
thoſe encomiums of Beatitude , 
That eyes have not ſeen , tarts not 
beard, &c. That the paſſions of 
tha time are not , to the fu. 
ture glory; that there is good 
meaſure beaped togetber, preſ- 
fed down and overflowing , &c. 
Laſtly, Becauſe we are taught, 
that they compared to ſpiritual 
pleaſures, principally to the 
B: ain fical Vifron „ have the 
proportion of finite to inhnite ; 
ſo that it letle imports the 
ſatisfaction and contentment of 
the perſon whether he hath then or 
nor. 


T$ird «md The third reaſon then muſt 
chief Rea take place. That therefore the 


Retributi ns of the laſt day are 
ſo inculcated, becauſe they are uni- 
verſal, whereas the rewards which 

before 


— —— BW 
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before that are given, are part® . * 
cular, and as it were privs/edges. 
I ſhall endeavour to explicate 
my felf. Mankind or humane 
nature is not integrated by a 
few wiſe or extraordinarily re- 
ligious perſons , but by the com- 
monalty and uaiverſa'ity of Chri- 
ſtians. Them therefore God, 
and Chriſt in the predication and 
propagation of the Goſpel, 
hath reſpet to. Thele things 
then in the bulk and body of 
Catholick faith are to be promi · 
ſed wh ch concern the genera- 
lity of Mankind. And truly 
whether we caſt our eyes on the 
old or new Teſtament, we ſhall 
find our Faith founded and 
rected in the reſurrection. Leo 
us examine the hopes of 7b he boſe of 
the threats of Ecelefiaftes, the all Fark; 
menaces or promiſes of the Pre- 
phers, the comfort of Toby , 
and inſtructions given to his 
Son: Lally , either the 
valour of the CMacheberr fight 
ing, or their patient ſuffering , 
every 
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every where we meet with the 
Reſurreftion, Is the New ttile dit- 
ferent > Do not all the exhortati- 
ons, parables, promiſes, denuntia- 
tion of — « our Lord ſound 
forth the Reſwrreftion? S Paxl 
cryes out that all Faith is at an 
end and fruſtrated, if you take 
away, the Reſurrecton. S. 8. 
Peter, Jude , fames and fonn 
repeac the ſame leſſon. This is 
the Theam -which both affrighred 
and allured all the world; this 


made the proudeft necks to bow. 


and both already hath and ſhall 
ſubjugate all Nations to the obe- 
dience and Laws of Cbriſt. 

And now behold us on a ſud- 
den revolved , 1 know not how, 


© per fo to the ſolution of the difficulty 
— which begat this diſcourſe ; for 


by this clue we readily acquit our 
ſelves of all intricacy in the A- 
poſtles wiſh of mercy to Oneſe- 


por, not ſimply in the next 


world , but expreſly in the 
day of pad gent. For though 
vertues of the perſon 

der- 


LIM 


permitted him to hope no leſi then 
that his laſt breath would wafte 
him to the regious of Beatitude , 
yet he choſe” rather to expreſs 

is affection in terms fie to exoli- 
cate to all the Brethren and Fairh- 
ſul the common condition of re. 
tribution , leaſt he might be 
thought to he entertainꝰd too 
good an op nien of Oneſipborns's 
well-doing. And that this was 
the form of prayer fon the dead 
among the 7ews , thoſe that ate 
converſant in their rights do te- 
ſtife; and our ſelves have a man» 
ner of ſpeech not much unlike, 
when challenging our due , we 
threaten to demand it at the day 
of Judgement , if it be not reſtot- 
ed. 


And if I miſtzke not, Chriſt s 


our Lord gave us the hint, advi-5. 
fing us to agree With our adverſa- TheSevemb- 
ry im the way , leaſt be deliver e 
to the ug, aud the Judg te tb 
E xecutioner 4 whe ſhall wichri- 
gour exact the debt. You fee 
then that both Matte 5. 26. 

& Luks 


* 
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& Luke 12. 58. we are taught 
that we muſt ſmart for our offen- 
ces in the laſt day of Zadgment , 
and then make ſatufaction to thoſe 
we have injored. Which paſla- 
ges if they be urged will con- 
vince us, that there is a remiſſion of 
ſins, and that not without fire and 
torments in the day of judgment. 
Eſpecially Catholicks, who not 
believing puniſhment due for eve- 
ry the leaſt breach of neighbourly 
charity, are compell'd to admit 
an expiation of ſuch lighter treſ- 
paſſes in the day of judgment, 
when the adverſary will be to- 
gether with us, and Chriſt ſit ing 
the common Judg , to whom- 
he may deliver us. Theſe two 
Texis then conclude the fame. 
Bur what ſtand I enumerating 
every particular Ten? If the 
whole face of the Fcripture, if 
the univerſal Aſſembly of Saints 
and holy Doctors, if the belief 
of all «ge: look upon the day of 
Jad gent as the time of general 
reward , was madre" 
* 
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that the greateſt part of Mankind 
is then admitted to Zeatirade , 
the Majeſty and utility of that 
grand day is annihilated, and the 
oſtentation of thoſe great promi- 
ſes rendred inconſiderable in re- 
ſpect of what was conceived of 
it. From the main ſtock there- 
fore of Chriſtian Faith ſprings 
the certainty of this truth, * That 
* whoever are once in Purgatory, 
© that is, the greateſt portion of 
* the faithful can — poſſeſ- 
' fed of the Kingdome prepared 
© by the Father, till they ha ve prę- 
* ſented themſelvesat the ſupreme 
* and auguſt Tribunal, that it may 
© be firly ſaid ro thew all, what is 
to take effect in the greateſt part 
© of them, 
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The Sixth Accompt. 


The eight and ninth Text; are 
conſidered, 


TheEightb le next Text which occurrs 
Texs_1Cor. is ſo ſpecial an evidence, that 
3 ] cannot omit it without the in- 
dignation of the Reader. It is 
found, 1Cer.3.13, 14. Kc. If 
any one ſaith the Apoſtle) builds 
wpon thu foundation (Chriſt or his 
Doctrine planted by the Apoſtle 
in their hearts) geld, fil ver, preci- 
ons ones, wood, 1. „ ftubble,every 
mans work ſhall be manifeſt , 
for the diy of our Lord will de- 
clare it, becanſe it ſhall be re- 
vealed in fire, and the werk of e- 
very. ene, of what kind it 47, the 
fre ſhall try. If any ones work. 
hull abide which be built thereon , 


be 
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he ſhall receive reward, if any 
ones work burn , be ſhall ſuffer 
detriment , but himſelf ſhall be 
ſaved, yet ſo ar by fire. Thus far 
the Apoſtle immediately before 
which he had rebuked them for 
makingcomparif-ns among their 
preachers, to which alſo he“ af- 
terwards returns. From whence 
ſome are conjectured that theſe 

hes refer rather to the Do- 


ine of the Teachers, then works 


of the Auditors, But the contrary 
appears; firſt in that the Builder 
comes dſter the Apoſtle - hath 
done his work, whom ve. may 
well ſuppoſe to have delivered 
to the faithiul the whole and in- 
tire Law of Chriſt , as himſelf 
teltifies , b.dding adieu to the 
Aſian Churches, that he had 
withdrawn nothing, that was 
profitable from them, Secondly, 
what kind of tryal can there be 
of Doctrines by the day of our 
Lord, asthe Latine Tranſlation 
hath it, or that day ,as the 
Creck reads, if the Article be 
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taken 
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taken emphatically, or ſimply 
Dy, that is diuturnity or length 
of time, wherein the builder 
may receive reward or detriment? 


Thirdly , who ſhall be faved - 


by ſuffering detriment ? The 
Preacher or Heater > There is 
no work inthe Preacher by con- 
flagration whereof be may ſuffer 
detriment, and if the Hearer 
ſuffer it, then is he alſo the 
Builder , and not only he, but 
whoever deſtroyes the Temple of 
God within himſelf , him will 
God overthrow , that is, ſevere- 
iy puniſh. But to return. The 
Apoſtle proceeds to enumerate 


- three ſorts of good, that is perfect 


works, and as many which abide 
not the trial, and adds, that of 
which of th:ſe kinds every ones 
works are, it ſhall be made mani feſt. 
Why? Becauſe the day of eur 
Lord will declare it. How ? 
By being yevealed in fire, a fic 
examiner of the ſeveral alloyes. 
After this he goes on, If any 
ones work remain, be ſhall recti ve 

reward, 
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reward , that is, more good 
Mall be added to him, Bar if 
any mans Work burn, be fall 
ſuffer loſs”, that is, he ſhall be 
uniſhed, and that which he 
es to have ſhall be taken 
from him. But becauſe his 
foundation is ſolid, to wit, 
the lively faith of Chrift in 
him, he ſhall be ſaved , but 
as a brand ſnatch'd flaming , 
and charred, from the fire. 
This is the literal ſenſe of that 
lace, in which it is evident that n, 
— diſcourſe runs of — — 
(ins, it being plain that Aer flood of Ve- 
tal ones cannot be built upon 1. 
Chriſt , ſince by their very being el. 
in our ſouls they expel fromg,,,” * 
thence life and Chriſt. The 
next thing we are to reflet on, 
is, that according to ihe inter- 
pretation we have given, the dy 
of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks , 
muſts be the day of Zadgwent , 
which appears partly becauſe 
the Latine Text hath che dy of 
our Lord, which ſhewes there — 
n 
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dare plientes this paſſage of the tribu- 


Of the M 
been various lection in the Greek; 
though now all copies agree 
bur more *rati from the 
context it ſelf. For if it be ex- 
plicated thus, Every eves works 
ſhall be apparent, brcanſe the day 
of tryel will be vevealed in fire , 
fit in rum nging ten 
. oy ek pro- 
ceeds fair and ſmoothly. But 
if it be b to this,” Every 
ones work bal appear , fer Dey, 
that it, length ime Will clear 
te tun, * the work fat 
be reveal'd is fire, and the fire 
Hall try every ents work of What 
hind it 5s : the diſcourſe is render- 
ed obſcure, interrupted and with 
— — repetition. Finall 
can the diſtribution of 

and ſufferings be more properly 
refer*d-to any other dey then the 
Day of Judgment ? Or is ſalva- 
tion at leaſt by fire given in any 


I am not ignorant. S. Ag. 


s fline , and Abat ſeveral times ex- 


lations 
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fot be revealed "iy fire, maſt be 
underſtood of the works them» 
ſelves, and ſo that which fol 
lowes. Andoef What quality eve» 
Yy ener work 57, the fir batt rvy, 
becomes a meere tautology : and 


de determining it. And again 
what ſigvifios this He belt recerve 
reward > That is properly called 
the reward which or a> 
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Of the Middle 
end of the day, or accompl.ſh» 
ment of rhe work, not 
in every part or moment thereof , 
as particular tribulations are to 
be accounted.” In like manner, 
if any ones Work, barn, be foal 
ſuffer damage, What can it im- 
port? Thatthe ſures which 
inveigled bis om are now 
taken away > They were not his 
workes but the matter upon and 
about which be did work. A- 
ain, be bal [wffer damage, muſt 
1gnife , he will be troubled or 
ſorrowful; bot that the = 
by impotencyv, to fin a new, 
Frethiy, then to be amended. 
Laftly, He ball be ſaved, yet ſos 
by fire. Shall regret and ſorrow 
for the loſs of things temporal 
ſave him Or the lols it ſelf by 
means of that forrow? It mu 
be then underſtood that this tri- 
bulation muſt conect and reform 
bim, which though ſometime 
it happens, yet not alwayes, or 
indeed for the moit part, which 
nevertheleſs is requiſite to _ 
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the truth of the T. | 

Wboſoever having 

ry crew this paſſa; - — 

ing the interpretationa giren 

| —— to be ſcarce reconcilea- 

ble with che Letter whereas ours 

in every particular wonderfully 

agrees with it, ſhall notwithitand- 
a himſelf unſatiafi d in 

} what we have offered, I ſhall be 

much ſarpriz'd if he ever find con- 

vitiog from any of the facred 4 

9 imony hall be 3 

M Teſti SZ 

Rent s. Mat th.r2, where Ci — 4 

our Lord declares , that % 3. 

«2 dinſt the bey O ſpall neue 

be vvemirted in this world , wor 

in the next. Which S. Mark , 

in like manner expreſſing. faith , 

| 1 bal not br. permitted for ever. 
Holy Fathers gather from hence, 

not imperrinently , that there iv 

a remiſſion of fins after this life, 

and ſome of our Afedern; m1ke 

uſe thereof to confirm the Do- 

Stine of Pargarory , ds it is vul- 

garly deſcribed: But in truth, 

| ae there n 
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not rewir , — . — and 
8 they have oo right 
place, fince remiſ- 

of fins there is none accord- 

— <p ms But on the contra- 
y if the affections to ſin re- 
main after death, and in the day 
of judgment are reQih'd , tis 
evident, there muſt be a remiſſion 
uf fins in the next world. And 
thus by the whole ſeries of 4his 
diſcourſe it is made appear, that 
no one — holy writ is or 
can be urged for Pargatory , 
which by ſome — A. 


other, not at the fame time 


prove , that it is no otherwiſe a 
part of Chrifties belief, raya 
we have already explicurd. 


> their own proger motion or ds. 
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plied by Th os con- 


l 


14 row time torake the votes 
antiquity „ and obſerve 

whether 3 of the ho- 
ly Fathers ate more numerous 
propitious to our adverſaries 
ors, Andgarit, let us interro- 

gate thoſe , who by application 

| of bo Wir, rather then by 


ligen, declare this to 

1 2 my be) calls 
4/1, II. on * 

the baptiſme en 7. 

on which is made in, the day of 


3 Gd. Is 
= + this 


7 8 w 


tb world we are baptized 
with the ſpirit, in the fut ure 
3 with fire ;" the Apoitle giv- 
4 ig teſtimony , that of What ſort 


every ones works are, the fire 

hall try. Tbeoderet, Epbrem 
and - 1 — the pro- 
"8 af Malachy , | wherein 
3 Low F to purge the ſons of 
„ Levi, judgment. 5. 
. Anguſtine , lih. 20. c. 25. de 
bh Civit. Dei, conjoy nes the place 


of Eſay and Malachy, und 
applies them both to the ſame 
+ day; and 46. 16. c. 24. de Civ. 
Des, he in like manner expli- 
rates the paſſage of the fifteenth 
. of Geneſsr, of the ſmoaking fur- 
* nace, and flaſhes of fire paſſi 
| the midſt of the divid 
carcales to be thg fire of the laſt | 
day, which ſhall diſcriminate the 
carnal perſons who are to br ſaved 
by fire, from the carnal ones tobe” 
0 damned in fire. 
ag we may thus > 
argue. at hets interpret 
choſe places -of boly * 
0 | 


"— 


= 


which — of the 
mad fr and that by Give 
ro be meant of the day of Judg- 
ray therefore they teach — 
mW of fool, Gon 
Fo w_ re, is ——— 
mr ——_— — 8 


then con nd ho 222991005 
the purgation ls in the 
of Judgment by the general con- 


ation , Purgatory in 
the ſenſe of che H ,nor 
can from their Teſtimo- 
nies be for the ceſſation 
of, orexem 8 Purgatory 


before that day , when they teach 


filenc'd,who + out that ſuch li 
Teſtimonies are to be 
of ſome few remaining alive to 
thevery laſt hour.” For the main- 
„ every ble hath + 
paſſages which ſpeak ſo in gene 
ral termes, will find ie nc fmall 
d fficulry to make a Father or 
pwo- ſpeak out for them 

_ and 


- > 


* 3 G > $2.2 
: of LY, : * ö 

. . 

'Of the mitld 


and ſo the whole extrinſecal an- 
thority fitto maintain Perg atory 
will be oft, both the Seriprares 
—— as hath been ſhewn ) 

eto that tonceit, and 
2 reſpecting the day of 
Judgment EY Fathers 
7 5 own it ides moſt 
0 tbe / Patrons of this interme- 
dial fire conceive that all men ſhall 
be dead before thg day of Judg- 
ſo that the ſame flames 


"ſerve t [ with - 
UTE ELES 
| = is e . 
by them. clearly is not a conſe- 
quence of their Do&rine, but an 
invention to clude the evidence 
oft the Fathers: Let as there- 


Fre diſpel this miſt alſo with the 
ear atteſtation of ſuch of them 


as W and l in 
tics. * 


The 


EY ou Fy vw” © WW. 9H 


| 4 Store of Mts. 


— com commence — — . 


The Eighth Accompt. 


* 


Teſtimonies from all » Antiqui- 
, maintaining the» ſame 


truth. 


8 2 228 of Sed 


that thoſe 2 5 
be ſung for the which make 
mention of che 2 
alſo ſuch leſſons as conti 
promiſes thereof. And 
of the ſecure eſtate of 
departing, be faith, 
by underfland that will go 
e 
toug t 
bg Swans es me 
that t which gene- 
rally had ſur the dead, and ich 
Was —— to be expreſſed 
4 Fan 


— 


2 


1 


» Of the middle 
in the Office for the dead, de- 
pended on the refurtetion for its 
effect. and chis in the very begin 
ings of Chriſtian! ty: 

enis yet more clear in his 
third Flomil on the 36.\P/alw. 
As I conceive , faith he, we 
maſt al be brought to that 
( went a little before whi 


2 when [auch a ſinner at my hl 
ſhall come tothe fore * and 
Paul did, be paſs through 
it as Peter awd Paul did In 
end-of che eighth book of his 
Commentaries on the Epiſtle to 


the Rowan; he faith, Bur be, 


who weglef#; te be purged by the 
Word of God and Evangelical 
Dettrines , & veſerv'd for 


tions — — dochey 
aime at? Becauſe elſewhere he ex- 
ceeded the truth, mult he be 
chought never to have defendedit? 
Becauſe in ſome one thing he de- 
— ed from others, muſt he not be 
| d in thoſe things wherein be 
| TOES 
) himdeſerveno place or cru 
antiquity, and let them like wiſe be 

toys any uſe or * by 


5 thad Origen in this 
— ne od nn 
ſe. followers , 


rr gr 
8 D x ſufficient 


from "Origen. Tee beſt ex«- 
mined us with fire, Saith David; 
be examined 


with fire Buckel, with fire Dani 
el. Wor be tame if wy work burn, 
and t ſuffer late this labour. 
T bongh owr Lordave bu ſervants, 
we foal indeed be (avid through 
faith, but fo as by fore i ears 
wot conſumed , we ſhall at leaſt be 
barat. Hew ſome remain in the 
fire, others paſe through it, the 
Divine Sorggture tells ws, And 


vangelift when aur Lard fo low- 
ed, that he ſaid of bim to Peter , 
if I will heave him remain , wit 
1 it tothee > follow then we, Of 
DE fey have — 17 
bis paſſage through 

—, — 


who received the keys F the King- = 


dem of Heaven , be muſt ſay we 
bave paſſed through Hie 
will be — is Silver 4 
ſoall be examined nr Lead, tiff 
my dri Lead be conſumtd , 1 
foal bern. He 4e ponld 
not be ſenſible of. or ſabject to tba 
fre who u the juſtice of qed, 
Chriſt. | 


fuer, whether it be John che B- 


. 
4 a 


* 


no fin whatever can be remitted 

the reſurteſtion? The 
hath S. (ypries in his 32. 
Epiſtle, where ſpeaking of f. 
»ers (40 which number he compre- 
hends all except Martyr: he pro- 
noumceth that they are to be a- 
_ — — of 

ies, to bea great while 
with fire, and e py 
ment, to expect anxiouſly the ſen- 
tence of our Lord. 

Lad ( Conftantine*; 

7 yy 1. — in 

is ſgvemb book of Inftitations , 
Chap. 21. ſaith,” ben God bal 
judy the juſt, ven them ſbal be 
examine with fire ; whoſe fint ſhall 
exceed in gravity and number , 
they foel be ſcorch'd and finyed 
with the fire, but thoſe whoſe ju- 
Bice 8 , and whoſe vertu 
2 ripe and matxre, fbal 
uot at all ſeele it. 


- 


” "om 


—_ 


———— —_ 


XUM 


Rd a 4.5. 
* 


| indefatigable fire , wherein theſe 
ſevers terments are to be | 
for the expiation of the ſouls g 


A ſword paſſed through theſenl of 

bleſſed Mary that the cogitations 
1 of many beart; might be led. 
| If then that Virgin, — 
ö able to cont ain Hd himſelf deſernd 
1 to the ſeverity of tba A 
| Who dares cover to be by 
God ? | 
St. Baſil upon the 9 Cha 
of Eſey. The Prophet declares 
that terrene things ſhall become 


- 


[ 

| 

TT the advantage and of 
-— Souls For be threatens mot 
_—_ and toral def rat ion, but 
| rather infiunates 4 Purgation 
J according to that of the A, 


If any oner work" burn. , be 
but 6s 
« by 

more 


N 
J 


nothing can be 
hat | 
t — 


of the middle . 


eternal joyes, What elſe this 
but that the juſt and unjuſt ſhall 

the ſame fire, which 
to the one ſhall afford comfort , 
to the other torments? 

I ſhall not think much to joyn 
Nyſſen with his Brother, who in 
this point ſtands ſomewhat in need 
of his brotherly aſſiſtance. For 
be diſcougſes of Purgatory fire, 
withour- diſtinguiſhing the times 
of purgation. Butw ſome 
Hereticks traduce him for an Ori- 

i, they do therein, like — 
Lives 3 ſo great 
perſonage oughe not for a Sw 
obſcure words be ſuſpected of 
fo great a madneſs. Let his re- 
lation to S. Vai / afford him this 

and protection, that 

without evident proofs , he be 

not branded with iD t N 
S. Cbryſoſtome, on the fir 


Epilite to Timorby, faich, Oz 
phiras\) ſhall haves: bis reward 2 
that ce and dreadful dey 


ws Jang 
rt. 
Law's * : Gregory 


See Souls. 

Gregory Nazianzen, in bis der- 
——— 4 
the Nove ian who differed rom 


this paſſage of Hell, which is on- 
by puni/oment, and not Pr gu. 
As in like manner Oc mult 
* excuſe us who fancies the ſame in 
S. Bail, that he may draw him 
to countenance u certain ſingular 


opimom of 8. * — ** 


XUN 


"4 . 
— 


* 
. 


0/ the middle © 
pſalm: Al that have wot the fun 
dation, which Chriſt, are con- 


of in the 15 Of Genes 
i t the ſetting of the 
«now at the very cn, e 
day of ug ment 4 2 by that 
fire which divides betwixt the car- 
nalpeople, who are by fire to be 
ſaved, and the carnal ones in fire 
10 be damned. And elſewhere in 
the os, and his _—_ „ & 
T ewpore, he repeats the ſame ex- 
plication... And that you may 
lee he ſpeaks not of thoſe only 
who are jult then to dye, on the 
ſixth Pſalm above cited, he im- 
ſuch a one, Q Lord, «as that I may- 
not need. the fire to mend me ;, or 
the correcting fire. 


And 


State of Soul.. 
And that you may further 
ceive he 2 —— 
to himſelf , Lib. 20. de Civir. 
Di, cap. 25. From what we have 
alledgtd, faith he, it ſemeſ evi- 
dently te appear, that in that 
[adgment there' will be certain 
purging paniſoments for ſemr. 
whereas Ii. 2 l. c. 26. he 
ſeemes to doubt, whether ſuch fire 
as conſumes venial fins, may not 
be admitted betwixt the day of 
Death and the day of Judgment ; 
that intrenches not upon tbe 

certitude of what he y 
eſtabliſhed , but rather begins a 
new Queſtion, eſpecially ſince he 
explicates himſelf, not of mate- 
rial fire, but of the fire of 
tribulation, His intentions may 
perhaps be more illuſtrated, it we 
adde the negative place, De Crvie. 
Dei, I. 2. 6.24 A,, (aith be, 5s 
the reſurreRiion of the dead, there 
will net want theſe , we, Hier 
the — Which the ſpirits of 
the ſuffer, ſhall find merry, 
that" they be not tated into 
eternal. 


== E Bod 9 * * 
66 Of the middle 
Ko: 


eternal For it wonld na have 
been with truth affirmed ., that 
they ſhould wot be forgiven neither 
in thi world nor the net, wnleſ; 
there were ſome, who, though they 
fonnd it wt here, ſhould not wit - 
ſtanding obtain 'remiſſiom her eaf+ 
ter. And in the fifth Chapter 
of the ſixth book againſt in; 
Tf no ſia, faith he, were to be re- 
mitted in that laſt Fadgment, 1 
ſuppoſe aur Lord would mt bave 
(aid of « certain fin, that it ſhould 
weither-be remitted im ibi world , 
vor the wext, Finally, Confeſs. + 
J. 9. c. 3. Grant bim[ Verecundus] 
iu the reſurrettios of the"juſt , 
a recompen/ation for the ge Offi 
ces he did u, fince than haſfairea- 
dy made bins one of thy faithful. 
Nor is his 80** Epiſtle to H- 
ſebim to be omitted; /» what 
condition every mani laſt day 

bim, in the ſame ſball worlds laft 
day overtake bim, for ſuch ar in 
that day he departs, ſuch in the daft 


can more y diſcredit all 
pretence * 


State of Sbalr. 
pretence of intermedial © ? 
Ae, if be be the A of 
that work on the Pſalms which is 
aſcribed to him, is to Werpli 
ted conformably, when he ach 
* anger - be Say the 
in which 
they Gulf be e 99 7 — 
wild things wnnprefitable * 
—— 21 nd 
l parging fre, the fire 
the laſt day o Judgment, and 
ſo he confirms our 
Io bim we will — Ha 
Lag if the Homilies, 
which carry the name of Buſehins 
Emiſſenus, be his. They who 
bave committed — worthy 
— wr ment ( faith he 
Fo whom than ſpetch of a 
Lord , — y ſhall not ge free 
rl they bfve 2 the laſt far- 
thing , ſball paſs through 4 fie 
River ( according te that of the 
Prophet , a ſwift River ran before 
oy throwgh borrid gulf s of flam- 
metal, And a good while 
Tie juſt hab paſs — 
them, 


« = * 


f the made 
them, n through pleaſant and u- 
freſbing baths , the flames 2 
their propriety, and their unt ouc 
ed bodies ſhall be benen d by the 
very Iaſtrament of pain, breanſe 
they were not burthened with fn. 
The deſcription of the juſt paſſing 
through thoſe flames with their 
bodies untouched , and the fiery 
River running before the face of 
Chriſt, give us ſuffiviefſt light 
that the day of J«dgwent is here 
ſpoken of Nor need it any way 
trouble us, that he ſaith, the 
flowneſs in paſſing through ſhall 
be proportionable to the matter 
of {1n, for there may well in the 
compaſs of one day bediverſity 
of torments, and of their dura - 
tion; beſides, delay may, not 
improperly , {ignifie- difficw/ry in 
paſſing. » , | 


The 


* State of Souls. © 


— IR 


——— 


The Ninth Accompt. 


That the Proofs of. the 
Opinion are Modern, and 
a5 their N ovelty. 


Or hath the haſty 
of this vulgar 
— the ceſſation of pu 
aiſhments before the day of 2 - 
went, altogether Eclip e 
trary. Fer — Bede himſelf 
doth not admit to Fee thoſe 
whom he ſuppoſeth to be freed; 
and Alcxinus” is politively agai 
it. Both S. A»ſc/me and S. The 
was - joyntly confeſs, that rhe 
purging and ſaving fire mentioned 
dy the Apoſtle, may be under · 
ſtood of the fire of conflaÞration. 
And the moſt eminent among our 
MHodernes confe's this to * 


s 


been the ſence of antiquity; nor 
poſe or dilcredit it. nothi 
can — — 
Hemilie (lately ſet forth in the 
* Annotations upon Bed) which 
bavi 1 purpoſely compiled 
| through 


8 
that none are 
yer lei * 


Lice res a that 
Al hg rw ry expect the day of 
Judgment, that they may receive 
the rewerd of what they ated in 
their life-time , wherein all their 
works are to be try d by e, and 
— ho- 
ly, to be p. dete i- 
_— "from whence we may 
with the fame con pro- 
nounce, that ſince — 
in ſin their ſoundation 
be on CH) are in the laſt day to 
ſuffer purging flames, there can 
be no other material ones = 
| t 


f al 
— 


of ro which we may adde, ſince 
in be « all Chriſtian belief or credulicy 
hes of cur wy into, and total- 
bu ly on - Chrift and his 
& Apoſtles: Doctrine, if any Tener, 
Concerning a ſubject not other- 


wm wiſe then by revelation diſcove- 
rable, appear not to have been, 
un- 


w ſucceſſion, from 


unto us, 22 


the 


evident —.— iginal was 
E = and in re of b 
* can never ceaſe to be 


new; and conſequent} — nt 
= 

K 8 
4 7. . 


FE A * 


other, which teaches thut in the 
lat day alone, thoſe material 
flames are to act upon us. 

But chat this conceit was of a Profs 
later date then the Apoſtles „ 44 
S. Auguſtine to Dulciting, queſt Kas, 
1, will aſſure us. *7's not iacre- om þ 
2 alſo, rayon 23 
ths after this life, aud ur. 
1 way be ſo or Bot, may % 
be examined , and eit ber be diſco : 
vered or continue bidden , to wit , ' 
that ſome of the faithful are, by « 
certain Purgatory firt, ſo mach 
ener or later ſaved, by bow much. 

E wore 


2 
their nature were ſuch as in 8. 


exception, and the Fa- 
| ther of the opinion it ſelf. In 
ö _ the fourth Chapter of his Dis- 
1 Nr Peter demand · 
| ing, why ſe latter dayes fo 
\ mary ings come to light con- 
certing the condition of ſouls , 


Ks afrer the ſtory of Fach 
freed from the Batbes ; and his 
che truth of the demand. 
Win - Fenerable Bede thall de our 
6 third witneſs, whoſe hiſtory im- 
bued our Country with that opt 
mom. He ſufficiently A* 
£ 


4 Þ 


uns Fe JF 
R 


\ 
$517 


0 
. ” 
— - 0 . * 


. 


= — 


LA br: 


n 
-of a miracle 
— folly whoſe 
fell off, when Aaſſe was aid for 
him, as drad. We may 
, therefore conclude that this opini- 
O07 _ 2 — 
no wayes comparable to the Do- 
Qrine of ion of fouk in 
the day of „ Which ex- 
0 to all ChDiſian times 
ar Gall — 
it give us Te 
a For as in 99 Articles then de- 
; bated betwixt the Greeks and La- | 
. tines, the deviſion being made 
iodifeenc to either fide, itre- 


i lawfol 
y 1 — to hold which Sivan 

$ 

bj 


ale | 
the 


mA ne hen — 
L Lowe hg le 


bath any ſach perſwaſion. 
2 Fa, that 

and holy Biſhop of Re- 
cheſter , to think they deny d 
Porgatery, whereas they deny d 
it only in the ſenſe of the Srheele- 
men. 
And now looking back upon 
what hath been deduced, a kind 
of unexpected miracle preſents 
it ſelf, to wit, That ſo many, and 
ſo ſamiliar expreſſions of the 
Saints, hitherto lying open and 
ſubject to cenſure, and eſteemed, 
as it were criminal, ſhould on a 
ſudden put on a new face, and 
cone forth adorn'd with truth and 
candor. Theſe three Propoſiti · 
ons I chiefly mention, T. the 
Samts lawfully be pr d 
fer, hat 7 are Jer det as 5 

. r 


$8 


yet ſo at by fire. 

our grounds are convinc'd of ma- 

— and with a grateful 

return give no leſs Teſtimom to 

out Doctrine, ing it under 
protection of Chriſtian diſci- 


The Tenth Accompr. 


The firſt exception ag ainſt the 
oppoſue Tenet From pure 
Revenge. 


= Has thus from the Ora · 
x cles of Holy Scripture und 
Fathers laid the fowndat iow of our 
A Doctrine, we ought no longer 
7 to delay the Super ſtruct ure: But 
de at length permitted to have re- 
q courſe to Reaſon , which preſup- 
| poſes the baſis of Faith; and 
4 = that ſhe may have leſs of diſguiſe, 
r naulet us by our firſt exception in part 
we! fn: deveſt her thereof. Thoſe againſt 
re. whom we are at preſent armed, | 
wel maintain that all vit affetions 
©. whatſoever, which at the hour 
aof death poſſeſſe the ſoul, are 
» by centrition, inthe very firſt mo- 
— ment 


I 


accrewing , either 
ſelves, or any o- 


to the ſouls: 
ftther either ſingle perſon, ot com- 
” ., munity from theſe pains, but 
” purelya ſatisfaction to the Divine 
Juſtice; which that ic can have 
am other notion then of Revenge 
they go not about to ſhew. Ac- 
cording therefore to their opini- 
on (as far as I am able to appre- 
bend it) theſe pains are purely 
FVindicative. ” 
1 I come then to the proof of 
ng" liner, and obſerve that Rr- 
venge is twofold, ick and pri- 
vate. In the pablich, I obſerve 
the iſtrate to aj m at the cut - 
tin m the Commen- wealth 
an evil member, diſturbing the 
general peace thereof, whether 
it be by ſuch chaſtiſements as are 
apt to correct the ſufferer, or by 
Death ot Baniſhment, which ex- 
terminate his perſon ; with this 
- farther deſign, to prevent future 
- "evilsin the Common wealth, by 
> "Egcterring others, prone "RP 


* 
8 


. +. - 


forthe penalties he inflits. A 
I am not ignorant;” that there © 

is alſo a third ground of inflicting "7; 

puniſhment, to wit, the ſatis 
faction or comfort of kim who 
received the injury , which ſeems 
ebiefly to have bad its place in 
the law of Retaliation, But here 
it cannot well pretend to be ad- 
mitted, ſince neither God can 
ſuffer evil, nor even man ( ifl 
miſcake not my ſelſe) when ful- 
ly maſter of Reaſon, demand his 
injureti chaſtiſement meerly up- 
on that accounr, For à rational 
man 


is become worſe ; I cannot un- 
* - derftand.®Fortbe evil of another 

not being, in it ſelf good, but 
on the contrary , againft the na- 
tare of cha / uy, ſo, conſider- 
ed is 5+ fe, bad even to bim 
who was injur'd, it cannot be 
coveted , but through ſome ac- 
cidentally eoojoynrd good. 

It may be anſwered, that che 
[woljeis equality and juſt proportion in 
ern the Commonwealth requires this 
3 amends. But it is ſoone repli'd, 
that whatſoever is ſo cha lleng d 
s from Commutative, not 
FVindicative juſtice ; as when 
for a hurt ot wound, a pecur i- 
ery mulct is leavy'd, the expen- | 
ter of Chirurgery, loſs of time 

and profit, perhaps the grief aud 

the like, are conſidered. In di- 
minution of reputation, ſuch 

ſabmiſſion is made, before the 
lace or cquiralent witneſſes, as 

may 


* 


«TOI 


2 . \ #4; * | 
may reftore the on iajar'd + to 


the (ame eleeme and i 
he had before the affront. / 
are the intercourſes and com- 
merce of Cm juſtice, nor 


do thy otherwiſe ,- then materi- 
ally imploy the Revengeſal parete 
of it. 

If we look into particnlat Re- -"-_ 
venges, their chiefe aime is,thar Of þ u 
ther grief, that is paſſion and 
irrational appetite may be fatiſ- - + © 
fi'd, in the reſt theydiffernot © =? 
from the Pablick; and this very | 
d ference renders them odious- 
and impracticable to a wiſe man. 
I ſee no fruits of Revenge, beſides 
thoſe we have explicited, which 
may beget or nouriſh a defice- 
thereof Fot cleerly., other 
harmes, in themſelves, as oppo= - 
ſire to Charity , are to be abhor-- / 
red, unleſs they be corrected: 
with ſome peculiar to our 
ſelves. But our is, eit ben 
preſent , or furare, inthe pre- 
vention of evil; Reftitmrion cures: 4 
ouc prgſent,camienour ful ure; fas: 


< 
x... = 


1 » 


2 
e of others be juſti- 
fiably ſought. 
- To returne now to the limits 
2.70 from 7 this diſc ourſe hath 
me per. n It being the practiſe of 
him co all to-transfer and ap- 
WT foch 


ply.the notion of wiſed-me to the 
Divine attribute; and wiſdome 
— not _— puniſhments to be 
e, „ iaflicted, where nei her reise- 
aber, ties nor Cantionare concerned , 
neither of which utilities can cake 
ce in theſe of Purgatery, as 
them they are deſcribed; it te- 
maines apparent , that God ne- 
verdecreed ſuch punifoments, for 
they would violate the Lawes of 
Wiſdome , (ace neither the ſou'cs 
themſelves can thereby be amen- 
ded , as having alrezdy caft of 
their ill a ſfections, nor their ſaf- 
ferings availe others by way of 
. caution, being neither authenti- 
cated by Faith, by Reaſon, nor the 
apprehenfion of our ſenſes , 
deeply imprinting the ſtroa ks 
* objects. They muſt 


ſerve 


— 


Vt Souls, © 
ſerve 1 ly fo te) 
venge , that is, for aJwaging 
flow , from which God nn a 
lutely tree. J 2 
You will perbaps ſay, that God, 
as he is ſtiled goodneſs it (elf, fo, 
no leſſe neceſſarily is be to be gc- r 
counted Peftice it (elf, Bot ame 
Joſtice reqa tes, that as no good f ju 
without remuneration, ſonoe- 
vil ſhould go without puniſh. © 
ment. It is therefore neceſſary |, 
ſinet both (idesagree , that a ſoul 
otherwiſe juſt, carries wich it 
ſome evills unpuniſh'd out of 
this world , that there ſhould be 
time and place efewhere appoint» 
ed for its chaſtiſement. Since 
then this rea ſon ae den 
to evince a neee 0 * 
prudently m en 
upoa the onely ſcore of Revenge © 
to be inſſicted. To which 16, . 
ſwer, denying this propofition- *- 7 
aſſumed in the a to be 
univerſally true, That there is 
no good without remuneration , © 
I Te. 


— 
. * „ 


o * 
* 4 
I 


et 


"EET r. 


eicher the higheſt Cl run which 
is in_the Be ed, nor the bigh- 
eſt walice ich is in the dawned 


nent world neithet capacity to 
or demetit. Whence it is 


pect in the future; 
nod we grant, that the fins, which 
eſcape in this, are to be expiated 
in eh ber world, but by ſuch 

ts as oatoarally ſpein 

— the ſins ＋ a5 4s 
lay of Beide till the day of 
Judgement , and the diſſention 
and inceſtine w arte of eAppetites, 
which in our Theological Inſt itra- 
tions are declared. 

Fig it is to be NN that 


* nr fac whoſe . A 
2 | end 


N 


ease th e by 9 
terminated by ſome other vertue 
and therefore hath the object ß 
that vertue ſor its extrioſecal end. 
t maſt therefore be ſabordinate 
£0 Fo redneſs or charity , and is n 
et or otherwiſe to be exer- 
— then as it conduce(h to the 
ood of the'perſoa on bot it 
is, or ſome other. Its limits 
conſe quently are to be fetch from 
the roles we hare above lay@ 
down, of Reftitution and Cantiun,' 
Tis not therefore a 1 mo- 
tive of pani to ſatirfie ju- 
ſtice; . its direction muſt be 
taken from 2 ſubalterne power , 
and in the firſt place care myſt be 
had, that gcednrſe may remaine 
intire, and unleſs teſpecꝭ of ged. 48 
preſcride the puniſhment , cha . ba 
unle ſſe the de profi- 
table, it becomes an — 
ernelty not of e = 


4 


Of ti N 1 
us WON? _ —— 5 
— . „. * | ” .* * 

ment.They r eſent God injur'd 


yo K's Whyte 5 

| an E xtrinſec „ his Honony 1, - 
rae muſt therefore make juſt a- 
me nds, and ſince no reftir ation can 
be made out of our other goods , 
which are all his, we muſt lye by it, 
| our carc«ſſe: muſt pay for it. Thus 
dur angry opponents, We muſt 
* ſtop their carreer,and firſt queſti- 
ok on that propoſition which affirms 
- God hath ſuffered injury by us. 
For howedid he ſoffer it — 
or againſt his will? If againſt bis 
will, be was not omnipotent, who 
had a deſire to hinder it, but could 


not. If willingly, eit was no injuty. 
Beſides the Phyloſopher denies j«- 
Hire to have' betwixtGod and 


Men, betwixt Maſter and Servant; 
but where no juſtice is, there can 
be no ij aſt ice. But of this more in 
1 our * T beological Inſtitutions, 
"rom. 1. Let us conſider the other pare 
*I. le. 5 ofthe charge. We have deprived 
D God. of ſome meaſure of extrin- 
E ſecal good ot honour due to bim. 


j > 1%; 
3 . ' 


ly what this means. Doth our7%%« 
adverſary really think God em- 7 
joyes not now ſo much honour, , 
as he would have done if Piter 2 
had not ſianed ? Or only that 
from Peter bimlelf he receives not 
ſo much, though perhaps other» 
wiſe, or by ſome other means, 
he bad as much, or more? If the 
latter, I cannot perceive any 
diminution on Gods part, ſince 
be hath thereby as much or more 
honour, then if Peter had not 
ſinned, For the honour of God 
conſifts in this, that bis work, 
that is, the univerſal fabrick, re- 
ceive its ultimate perfection : So 
that, if that become more im- 
prov'd by occafion of Peers fin- 

then otherwiſe it had been, more 

honour redounds to God-from 

Peter: ſinning, then from his 
wel-doing and this from Pe- 

ter himſelfe, But if the uni- 
verſe , by this ſin of Peter, be ſup- 
poſed to become leſſe perfect, it 
candot be underſtood that G 
ſhould do better in 3 * 


ho - 

_ a 4 5 
2 

G * * 


1 n | 
- then impedin the lawes 
f e obliging 
* him thereto 

= But if the intent of the pro- 
* poſition be, that Peter, not fins- 
ply , but ; much only as in him 
lay, did Tees from the Di- 
vine bester, then is there no ne · 
ceſſity of 7eſiitus ien. where, though 
there wanted not wi, yet it took 
no effect. You will urge, that 
though ia truth and rigour, Pe- 
ter took away no honour from 
God, yet he not effeuall 
pay that honour to God whic 
and con tly, by 
iy — it to himſelf, did in fome 
e fortdeprive him of it. I anſwer, 
of that properly ſpeaking, a (inner 
N © hath no other obligation then to 
live well; and that , becauſe an 
evil life of its own nature, leads 
him toeternal miſery ; other ex- 
preſſions are metepb.rical. But 
to continue the metaphor howe- 
ver, if it were true that the de- 
fe& of Gods honour 


* by Peter, wete ſupply'd 


8. al 


'payr'd by ſore other, the arg» 


meat would —— aberer 
ſtrength. But | now chat God 
from Peter himſelf, either by ex- 
8 
uch as ſprin it 
ſelf in the next , 
Peter by means * the T figzro 
do for du ter things, hath 
mage himſelf amends, it ean no 
wayes be thought that Peter is fil 
tyed to reſtitution of Gods ho- 
nour, or that God was injur d by 
him, or can infli& any puniſh» 
ment on him, upon the accomps 
of loſs of honour. It is therefore 
concluded to be unworthily and 
againſt all Theological evidence 
impoſed en Cod, that he inflits , 
ar can by his wid and yood- 
ne/; be permitted to inflict pains 
purely viadicative, that is, ſuch 
as our adverſaries affert in ' cheir 
Pargato y. 


The 


— —— —— —— ——— ůũ—— 


The Eleventh Accompt. 


Two other exceptions, fam the 
ſuppoſuion of theſe pains 


real. 


Ur next conſideration muſt 
be, whether pure /pirits = 
truly capable of ſuch pains , 
jr thereto ders 5 
to For 
ee 
all * —7 vaniſhes 


TY inflantly 4 into wg Let us 
ran, therefore examine what pains ſig- 
ad Pu. ' nifies to us here immerſ d in our 
cover 2 notion — 
— differs N —— — 
E or ty went it not 


Ter- 


1 — oa DL ca 


to be unvolunt ary and corpo-. 


State of IN. 9 
and torment do. For we propet- 

enough, account it hib nt, 
if any one for his offence. be taken 
away by the hand of Juſtice, 
though /lreping or inſenſible of 
pain: hut properly pain, at leaſt 
any toe Latine accepta- 
tion of the word , imports ſome 
delerins puniſhment inflited on 
us 1 our wills, in which 
torment agrees with ir, h it 
differ from both in regard of de- 
merit, or the hand of the infli- 
cer. For whatſoever grieſe be- 
falls us againft our wills, though 
it proceed not from our merit, 
or the infliction of another, but 
from nature or accident, is ſtill 
a 107 ment. 

Theſeare the native and genus» 
ine differences of the words ; 


though are oft by negligence 
— — 
ve. For the nature 

tte. puke which have — af · 
ter hath nor to mer, but 
conſiſt of theſe two notions, chat 
8 


.» 
——. 
4 « © * 
nr 

* 


= 
o 


—4 e 2 
it is dale, and inflited from 
an external Agent, on a repug- 
ning and «wwiling ſufferer; And 
from torment it either differs not 
at all, or only in this, that it re- 
quires an extrinſecal A , 
whereas torment may take its riſe 
from within us. Contemplati 
then this ſort of pains , we 
that by how much weaker and 


more obnoxious to griefe the 


minds of thoſe chat ſaffer them 
are, the higher and more vehe- 
ment they e. Not only 
Hiſtory , but our own memory 
aſſures us , that ſome have expi- 
red in the defence of ſecrets com- 
mitt ed to them, without conſent- 
ing to reveal them; others endu- 
the Fest, the Stone, the 


in pure ſpirits .net pai 4 


pain, that is, ſuch an odionaeis No 
tp to prodc griefe in us, no o- 
— — these 
by our unablene(s to buly e ye - 
<a. the ſpirits elſewhere. From 49. 
the body then, and the courſe of 
its ſpirits, it is that an extcinſecal 
A gets power to us. 3 
So that deliver but the ſoul 2 
the body, and you have ſecur d it 1 
from —_ — conſe- 2 
quently the ſpirits of the departed, 
which are to be purged, are clearly 
exempt from all fuch pain as may 
be cauſed by any outward A- 


2 
1 

* 
* 


Again let us inform our ſi lves 
even of theſe very men, who are 
the maintainers of this opinion, 
whether the i can, by any vio- 
lence be Kev to conſent ? ey 
perfectly diſclaim it, — tex: 

upon this fair gro 
ſince the will of its own nature, 
is a will, or ſpontaneous incima- 
tion, no act thereof can be dne 


voluntary. We ſubſume; But oh 


0 


OP 


”  a&of the i, therefore all the 


4 
- 


ſuffering of abſtract d ſpirits is 
voluntary, and conſequently not 
lein their wills, as they ule to 


imagine. 

Again, the pain of ſouls that 
are purged, is either ati, and 
flewing from the underſtanding , 
by connexion of diſcourſe, cor- 
reſponding to our ſyllogiſtical in- 
ferences ; ox a pure «ffettio of the 
Will, by ſome other means inſtil - 
led. If the firſt, it is genuine, 
and the ſame which we aſſert, 
there being a plenary knowledg 
in a ſeparated ſoul, and its nature 
requiring, that it's motion follow 


the 228 If you main. 
tain the ſecond, , you defend 
an impoſſibility , becauſe the wil 
clearly includes the wnderſt anding, 
and volition, or an act of wil, 
an act of anderffanding , either 


. Secendly , the entity of 
ſoul being one, thatisinclu- 
ding in her ſelt both the ſaid pow- 


- 
>. 1 


» \ 
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ers, - 
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cannot in Wii life, be actually di- 
vided the body; for ſo man 
would become . wi 
Hypoftaſes. A Man 
but one Entity , be muſt be an 
Entity af wal "corporeal, and - 
virtually oaly ſpiritual, 0 chat 
there is no inconvenience in its 
deing _ by a corporeal A- 
gent. becauſe the ſubjeR in 
which the change is ti . 
virtually ſpiritual , it may 
tered, as ſuch dy the d dag 
becauſe the whole is yet ac 
corpureal. When Man thete- 
fore (hall be reſolved into Soul 
and Carcaſs, both parts ſhall be 
found ſuch, 8 virr#a/ly they were 
in the pre-exiſting Aan, after, 
and on.” the faid immuration. 
Thus whilſt che ſoul inhabits the 
body, it's invttutatiod from cor- 


it is in the body, to be actually 
diſtinct from it, both render it 
an Aſſiſting Ferm, and are alto- 

ether ata loſs, to explicate how 


it is by the body changed, 


— 


The Twelfth Accompt. 


Four other Exceptions, from 
theſe Pains being to n0 pur- 
poſe , unpropertioned to the 
ſins, of an indiviſible dura- 
tion, and endleſs, 


T is now time we ſhould ak 

— 2 —— wh 8 _ — 
or for what good ppole 
God ſhould infi& fach torments 
on theſe fouls as neither avail 
them, nor are viſible tous? Nay 
fuch as can dave no effe@ upon 
| them, 
* 


them , ſince it is evident by the 
loſs of the things that were dear 
to them, by the 4 of their 
rewards, by the ripentance of 
their paſt d eviat iam, they really 
and naturally ſuffer whatſoever 
by the Metaphors of fire, gnaſbing That fre is 

of teeth, worm of Conſcience, and aten Mer » 
darkneſs uſeth to be explicated to > welt & 
os or to ſpeak mort properly, pte 
being in its ſelf inexplicable, is in · gui o 


ſinuated to us by the ſev veer, worm 
niſhments we are acquainted with, . — A 
that ſo raiſipg our thoughts above 207. 2 


them, we my endeavour to dif- 
cover things more ſublime and 
ſubtile. For that darkneſs is a faint 
expreſſion of the privation of the 
Beatifical Viſion , jt is fuperfluous 
to obſerve, That firr and bar#i- 
deſcribe Love and Grief,P 
Chirurgeons can tell us; the one 
obſerving inflammatios to be the 
companion of pain, the other 
calling Love a ing flame 
and devouring fire, The worm of 
Conſcience , and gagfting of teeth 
aptly betoken repentance, 

F 3 we 


102 Of the middle 
= we find in our ſelves that collifpon 
of our teeth, when we are aſham- 
ed and confounded at the foulneſs 
of ſome unhandſom action; and 
the gnawing worm of the conſci- 
exce, by the very phraſe, repre- 
ſents the diftates robe rag of 
nat ura piety. It being then 2 
- parent, from what bath been ale 
„ Peripar.in*our Philoſophy that all this, from 
”” Inflituinthe very nature of the —— 
Hook 5. v in t that 
3 why preſume weehar 
K 4+ 2 
. fre Alone is to be truly and 
literally , all the reſt A erapber i- 
cally ? And what can leſi be ex- 
cud, why ſhould God, ſince all 
this may be perform*d conforma- 
bly co the order and government 
| Nature her ſelf, ſuperedd to 


I Sher fonts natural cauſes other improper, 
— unneceſſary and diſproportion'd 
”* tory would Ohe? 
” " endureai From whencea ſudden and un- 
©. © their Ter- expected truth breaks forth, 
men, That at theſe pains are "parely 
be — Fes the ſouls to be 
12 . 


State of Souls. ® 
truly in Cbæriiy, and extreme! 
thirſting after eternal Good, whi 
they are in to Mtain; and on 
the other ſide, clearly underſtand- 
ing that corporeal puniſhments 
are the only means to capacitate 
and adopt them tothe fruition of 
that Beat it ad-, it is evident, They 
look upon thele pains ,, 25 man 
of invincible courage, highly 
inflam'd, and paſſionately ena- 
moured of ſome atchievement , 
would upon his adventurous acti- 
ens or lufferings in the purſuig; 
wherein reaſon and ience 
tells us, he would feele unſpeakea- 
ble plea/wre, 

Our fifth charge takes its riſe 
from a principle in Logs | 
(if I well remember) deduced + 
the Philaſopber in the fiſth book of 
his PhySeks. He admoniſhes us, 
that ſome things there are which 
will by no means ſuffer themſelves 
to be compared each to other; 
to wit, ſuch things as are rank d 
under divers kinds, or predica- 
ments. For it is madneſs to ſay, 
F 4 « 


a Herſi ram u much at a Swan 
i white : or, Rome Was far i- 
Pance from London as an Elephant 
1 great. Theſe are the compari- 
ſons of fools. But I beſeech you, 
can any corporeal thing ſo differ 
from "another corporeal, as it 
doth from a ſpiritual ? if then this 
de impoſſible, what rule of pre- 
portion can we invent betwixt 

| burning and willing, that is, f- 
Mee en ing? And yet upon this com- 
be re pre- pariſon! ſtands all the fabrick of 
eu be- their Doctrine; for , take away 
32 the proportion betwixt the acti- 
#19. on ol fire upon the ſon!, and it's 
aſſent to ſin , and it is impoſſible 


and compenſate fins, and ſuch a 
duration in rolls correſpond to 
fo much heynouſneſs in the «fence. 
But on the contrary, if voluntary 
Fi be underſtood to be the pu- 
N viſhment of fi», they being the 
5 very effects thereof, they moſt 
4 alſo oſ neceſſity keep exaReſt 
— proportion with it, the ſins them- 
ſelves meafuring out their own 
puniſhment. From 


paine ſhould be aſſigned to 


From the ſame root "ſhoots 
fort h another objeQion 


in ſpiritual acts, whether thiy ß 
concern Braticade or A 
there is no proportion to Time, ſo v pv A 


235 to make the pain which laſts u 2/8 © 
longer to be greater, or chat ane 
which ends ſooner, /eſs; The 


are che proprieties of things cor- 


pereal , whereas among piritu 


ſubſtances , the whole difference 
of- their d*ra:io# conſiſts in the 
neceſſity of their being or inexi- 
ſting: For as, b:cavſe ({pirts 
have no dimenſions, their fubſtaqs 
ces cannot be compared to any 
quantitative bulk z as this 
to « Perch, that — 2 — 
third to a mile, 

eſt of them is more nobſe und e- 
minent then the whole maß of 


Dugniity',, lo every act ofs pure 


Spirit, reſſect ea on it ee cs | 


of its own nature, out of the 

oß time, — not ſubject thereto but 
greater then the whole ettenſſon 
of time, as being to beeſfimared 
by the nere y of its incxillence-, 
F 
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; that, 


5 not 


nd / -the midule 
not by the ſuccefion of its own 

£4 Hann 

tende Nat iat — our obſer- 

—— ration, that corporeg griefe or 

” ment cor- leaſi ure is therefore greater, the 

+ Fer for becauſe it con- 


Ats in motion; for motion is in- 


tegrated of parts, and the more 
. parts there are which conſtitute it, 
the greater is the ele. On 
the contrary ,, let us conſider, if, 
I — which coexiſts with a 
# pace of time, nothing be 
| thereby added, or to that, whoſe 
duration is jeſs, nothing diminiſh- 
ed, chere can be no reaſon, why 
duration ſhould affe& that more 
ſenſihle, this leſs; there being in 
them no plurality of parts, by 
which. the exceſs. of ones pain or 
pleaſure above the others is mea- 
ſared. So that whatſoever grief 
of a ſeparated ſoul, is, by the 
quality and force of its eſſence , 
„the ſame, let its gan- 
pence with time be what — will, 
more vehement, a chat 
which is leſs, leſs intenſe; _— 
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State e Soulf. 
being gain'd or loſt by 22 
tui interruption of the wo- 

4 mods the Sun or other celeſtial 
bodies. And bence again it is 
apparent, that this opinion total- 
ly miſtakes the propuintyer ſpiri- 
tual nature. 

From whence we nay further 
infer, that the grief or any other 
act of a /eparated foul , is no leſs 
indefectible, then he ſlate of it's 
ſeparation ; and co 
that its pain beginning after death 
muſt continue till a new coojuty „ ef 
Rion with the body, if the ordi- {epcrared © 
nary bounds and progreſsof N. 2. 
ter be obſerved. For bhaving-Danged 
no parts of ſucceflionor duration — : 
of its own nature, it muſt either | 
continue but one moment. thay with the Y 
is, not at all, or ever. For, as body 
Points in gaantity , io inftentgin 
time, not being of the narure* 
the whole, but pure er, and: 
mgations., it is evident, that '# 
ſpiritual act, ro which the dura 
ton of one onfyinſtant is 
ed, hath no duration: at all; 


fifa indivifible daration be af- 
ligned it, equal to anyypart of 
time, the very ſappoſition it ſelf 
F conſtitutes it of a ſuperiour and 
1 more noble order, and exalts it 
1 above the teach of all or any rime 
aſſignable. For, the compariſon 
between them being to be made 
abſrafiedly from parts, what can 
be conſidered as common to them 
both, but meerly their neceſſiry 
of exiſting? That is, that a ſpi 
rit-can have no cauſes of its de- 
fet, a body more or fewer , but 
1 alwayes ſome. So. that we muſt 
Eu confeſs erery ſpirit whatſoever 
. ontvyes che moſt ſolid and: dura 
— of bodies — 
is neceſſity of exilting, eve 
4 ſpirit tranſcends all we 2 — 
© ® peripu. Hur Philo/ſopby is demonſtrated, 
flat. Book But imagine that one indivilible 
© 3.1. 1. per. act ſhould out- laſt another, and 
. this indiviſibly , withour addition 
. of duration to duration, is it in- 
. tellig ble in what this out laſting 
ſhould conſiſt, or how it can be 
any tlung extrinſecal ? It is then 
| irreſi- 


State of Souls. 


irreſiſtibly true, that everydura- 
tion of ſuch am Act of its own 
nature, is eviternal. 


To conclude, experience tells 
us, that Reſolutions or Determi- mah 
nations made upon the full viewef , 
of circumſtances , are, of their 
own nature, immutable, for tea · # 
ſon alone, or conſideration en. 77 
be the motive of change in . 442 
and it was ſuppoſed no new rea- and 
ſon could preſent it ſelf. It have quently — 
| ing therefore been demonſtarted cable. 
Dun Philosophy, that ſpirits, Te- * 1 
gregated from the dreggs of fel. 
matter, break forth into every act 7. Le 
upon diſtinct knowledy & perfect 3. 
conſideration of all motives, it is 
| alſo convinc'd, that th eit aQzate, 
| of their own na ure, inalterable. - 
f Beſides , we obſerve theraufe 6f 73 
all changes to reſide in things u- * 

Joe, communicating and par- 
ung the ſame matter, and, 
oppoſition one to the other; 
— ſtrugling to 
themſelves of it and mũſter it. Of 
— Unde of contention and 


rival- 


— 


The Thirteenth Accompt. 


Two other Exceptions , from 
the non-connexion of ſuch 
pains with the fins, and 
their being ſuppoſed to re- 
main dit, after the fault 
forgives. 


Uk becauſe the Philoſopher 
hath iaſtructed us that for 

the utter eradication of any Er- 
rour, it is neceſſary we ſhould 
retrive the cauſes of it, that i. 
whence, and by What ſteps che 
aſſert ots were led into its ſnare 4, | 
we mult not deſiſt our purſuit tall 
we 


we have — his — 
In order wbereunto, let us firſt 
reflect, that God, in the Gorern« ,, 
ment oſ things, — I 
conlidered either as a Monarch, World wit 
with and puniſhments # Fr 
ruling his people, or as an Artis nid 2 

ficer or expert, Engimeer, ſo com 0.8 
triving every pirt and movement 
of his machia, that of it ſelf it 
may perform and attain the end 
for which he defigned it. The 
firſt way, though one of the moſt 
eminent within our ken, yet by 
reaſon of the imperfection of the 5 
ſubject (the weakeſt of all inte- : 
lectual ſubſtances) u, whoſe N 
idenee is ſhort · ſighted, is al- 
weak and imperfect. For 
Princes, amongſt men ordain 


ſuch rewards, both forwell and 2 
ill deſerves of the Common- a4 
weal-h, as of their own nature, | 
have 00 diner to the quakty of 
merit or demerit ; 


connected with — — and N 
commands , and which they are « 
forced to execute — | 


5 2 07 be middle 
x — Tapes 

| And beſides, commands of that 

nature ſappoſe , in the ſubje&, 

an ignorance of hy Prince's rea- 

ſons, and an acceptation of what 

is to be done or ſuffered by him, 

frem the ſole motive of-his com- 

manders power. 

- »The latter peoclaims the4neom- 

% fpatable wiſdome of that Arcbitect, 

I. who could ſo artificially frame at 

once his work, that it ſhould of 
ir elf, perform all operations 

without ſupplement, or future mi- 

nate alterations in any of its mem- 

9 bers or organs, His fabric is in 

4 all reſpects compleat, rewards and. 
3 puniſhments therein being not 
only conformable to, but 
allo origins d from their merits , 


the which are given, 
are ale del to the — na- 
ture, and increaſe of ſcience; and 
ate accepted through a ſight and 
koowledg of their cauſes and uti» 
4 lities. 

* Evident therefore it is, that, 
. however the firſt way, which in- 
volves 


State of Souls. 
volves the truth in Alegery, may 
be more adopted to thoſe under · 
ſtandings, which being but mo- 
derately enamou td of truth, bend 
not their whole ſtrengths to obtain 
it; yet the latter is both neceſſary. 
and much more ſatisfactory to 
thoſe, who rending the parabelical 
veyl, fix their contemplations on 
the naked diſcovery of the thing , 
at it is in ic ſelf, For they y 
perceive, that God being the 
Author of Nature, which flows 
from him as from its proper cauſe, 
muſt contradi& himſelf if he ac 
any thing agaioſt it, and guide nor 
every _ according to its own 
nature, 


pecially mea to B- 
fiende. But it is clear , that vo- 
luntary aſſign tion of puniſh - 
mont bearing no connexion with 
the fault, is not an action of Na» 
tere, but of our imperfect reaſon 
not ſufficiently qualif'd co govern 
and ſteer nature in its right courle 
it is therefore no leſs .indubitable, 
that it miſ becomes God; and 
ought not to be attributed to _ 

ou 


114 Of the middle 
. You will object, that the ſa· 
Tien ſren cred ſtaties overflow with Exam: 
5 ur bles of chaſtiſements which have 

2A no coherence with the crimes for 
which which they are inflicted , or at 
; aces feaſt grow not immediately out of 
> the fat. with hem. That David's fon dy'd , 
becauſe be had made others blaſ 
pheme the name of the Lord; 
That the Boys who ſcoffed at E. 
. lic were torn in pieces by a 
Bear; That a Lyon deſtroy'd 
| the diſobedient Prepbet, and a 
nee, thouſand fuch like. I anſwer, 
„e in * che Theokogical Inftitutions 
b. lf l. it is ſufficiently | declared, that 
. 23, 4 there is then a neceſſity of « mi- 
k 555. racle, or work beyond the uſual 
| and — courſe of cauſes , 
when out wires it ſhould 
by us be — that the or- 
der of Nature 1s ſhaken and 0+ 
verpower d Whenthis happens 
in order to puniſhments, the con- 
natural Government of men ex- 
| acts, that the uſual connexion , 
* which is found in the ordinary 
A leries of thing betwim the for 


pe 


leaſt the Revenge which God in 
thoſe caſes intends to (ignalize , 
ſhould ſeeme an effect of chance 
or Nature, not, of the uncon- 
trouleable power of his Deity. 
But theſe Examples are not to be 
drawn to the condition of ardi- 
nary puniſhments which areuſual 
and cultomat y in the common or- 
der of things. 

The fame humane frailty , in 
point of diſcourſe, leads our Ad- 
vetſaries into another incongrui- 
ty, which it will not be amiſs here 
to take notice of. They affirm 
that God remits the geil: of 
ſin, but not the pain. For, as 
they experience in thernſelves , 
when in jut'd or exaſperated , 2 
certain cities or quick motion 
of ſpirits about the heart, which 
though at the ſame time they for- 
bear any violence , yet can they 
not «lay; ſo do they perſwade 
themſelves that there is in God a 
certain averfiow from a ſinner , 
which though upon bis repentaxce 

ie 


of p 4 | 
and penalty, ſhould be omitted , * 


d they 


it ceaſeth, yet do they conjecture, * 
that af intention of puniſhing 
bim may ſtill remain. Prom 
whence they infer, that all the 

ilt of the ſonal is pardon'd be- 
ore it arrives at Purgatory, but 
the pain its there notwithſtanding 
to be endured, But it ſeems they 
never conſider, that the pon 
or impetuoſity ſpoken of, is a cor» 
poreal motion, unworthy a wi/? 
man, much more unfit to be tranſ- 
fer'd or apply'd to God. For 
aver in God, fignifies no more 
then an intention to puniſh, 
Whence neceſfarily it followes, 


| fi that as much as is remitted of the 
Lane our. andt, ſo much muſt be remicted 


of the pant. Again, 
what can the {inner be guilty of, 
if got of ,s? Of an Offence, 
fay you, to God. But that, if 
Panifment enſue not thereon, 
whom doth it prejudice? The 
Man He is concern'd only 
in the Pais, Cod againſt whom 
the offenceis > Burt God can 
receive no prejudice, - © And — 
dee 


2 


* — wu comm ſpeech 
we do not uſe to « 

guile , but puniſhment ; 2 4 
the guilt of + fin is the fault it 
ſelf, and nota in or obopxi- 


ouſneſs — but to 8 


E ble 


. 
Fa: of þ 17 dy . N 
ſhould — in Pargate- 


tion ens Here 
that is, to 2 
mc, on Rk 
a wiz to punt t thoug 
a _ — 1 
thi m an av to yet 


Nature, Ae — 
be talen , and yet che to 
puniſh 


Of the Midalle 
puniſly remain © which is wholly 
— and originally depen- 
t upon that ver es. Whence 
thoſe Divines are groſly miſta- 
ken, who affirm the eſſect, chat is, 
the zy5# to puniſh cealing , the 
Cauſe, chat is, the averþpo» from 
the ſinner is nen away; and de- 
ny chat the cauſe, to wit, the 
verſion being taken away , the 
d, to wit, the il to puniſh , 
ceaſes. Finally, if need were 
we could in our defence muſtef 
an army of Far lers, and appeal 
to the common ſenſe and udg- 
ment of Mankind. You will 
lay perhaps, at lxaſt it cannot be 
4 4074 „but chat there is a previ- 
- ous difſimiliende berwixt Cod and 
and E= 
of puniſhing hi that there- 
in conſiſts the point of offence. 
It is anſwered, no man explicites 
the mmrure of effesce, by diſſimnili- 
rade, but by ain, fo that if the 
diſſimilitodea@ nor vpon the of. 
fended party, it is no pes 
litnde 
it 


all. And belides the 4iff 


nn. 


State of Souls. 
it ſelf is not ſo great, as that of 
irrational creatures, for though it 
disfigure,yet doth it not cancel the 
image of God within us. But all 
other things, beſides Man, de- 
ſerve not the honour of being cal- 
led his image, but bis foot · Hep. Laſt- 
ly, this averſion is the cauſe of his 
parifhing, whence , without it, 
there can be no liableneſs to Pain 
in May, no appetence thereof in 


God, 


* . 
= » 

by 

” 19 4 


© 
©. 


— 


The Fourteenth Accompt. 


of the Puniſhments which we 
meet with in the ſacred Scri- 
ptares, and of the remiſfion 


ſons. 


- Examples what we have here deliver- 
out of ed, it may be objected, that 
Seripres nothing is more frequent in the 

2 4 ſacted Scriptare, then the account 

"= of ots inflited after the 

tere f. remiffion of the fault. 

* We, his pre feel yet the 

. effects of f our firſt Fa- 

. ther Adam. whom we no wayes 
doubt to reiga with, Chrif, our 
ſaviou in Heaven. We read that 
the ſins of Aſſes and Ae were 
puniſhed wick death, and yet at 
that lame time that God . 

ar iy 


1 


X11h 


people fin , which God threatens 
to remember in the day of Re» 
venge , and yet in the mean while 
acknowledg his great benificence * 2 
to them, and particularly his in- on 
troduction of them into the Land. 7 
of Promiſe. © ' 

Now Jeremiah tells us, i 
—— —— ribe 

Judah was that day of revenge. . 
Is mit the, faith he, done a 
thee, brcanſe thaw did forſaks 
the Lord thy Ged at that time when 
be led thee by the way Þ And yet” 
betwixt thoſe two times bow of- — 
ten was God reconciled to them, | 


exprriencingia our ſelves that 
chen properly forgive an ivjury 


when 


* . 
- 2 
2 4 


"Ht | 
1140 | 


I 


17 
5 


Mm 
I 


or was converted. From which 
animad verſion we may eaſily fe- 
cure our ſelves agaigft the 
into which many äre an 
precipitated , beleeving that ſur 
are indivifibly remitted ; ſo that 
not by parts, and in proceſs of 
time, but inſta y, by a 
certain converſion of the Divine 
diſpolicion from malevolent to 
benign, the ſaid remiſſion ; effect- 
82 ed 
S " 


LA SE LAS n 


4 - ? * 


as * Of the midlle 
= ed, But if we look opon this 
temiſlion'as made on the crexr 
tures ſide, then by how much, 
and, by what degrees the ſoul is + 


4 
; 7 perfefied and cerrectad, at to the 
+» object of s, by ſo much and by 
5 the ſelf- - — — will the re- 
E w1//ion of the fin be wrought. 
i Aud fince we have already 
ſaid ; that the remiſſion of fin is 
twofold, imple, and according to 
ſome reſpeft ; it followes evident- | 
| 


ly , that if f be deſtroy'd, as 
to thatavhercin its eſexce eonfiſts, 
it is to be termed ſimply and per- 
ſeiliy de 'd. But if it be 
only deſtroy'd as to certain things 
which are accidental to the na- 
ture of the in, we muſt ſay, that 
it is in ſome reſpe(F1 remitted , but 
ſimply remaſoes ; and contrary- + 
* wiſe it may perhaps remain in 
What fn ſome regards , though imply de- 
ſtroy'd ; fn eſſentially coofifts in 
an a ffection oppyſire- ta, and in- 
compoſhble, or inconſiſtent with 
the /ove of God, or Chricy;that 
is, infuch a diſpolition towards 
3 2 


* 
Ss > 


e 


* 


Stare of Sou | 
created » as is apt to ren- 
der it the Ultimate of that 
man; ſo that during that a ffection 
be cannot have u will to relin- 
quiſh it , or eſteem himſelfe hap» 
py, if deprived of ir forever, 
All other affectios, towards the 
ſaid good, are not properly fin; 
as for example, the hat incli- 
nation to defire it for it ſelf, and 
the renditions! appetency by 
which we ſhould be actually carri- 
ed cowards ir,ualeſs itdeprived us 
of our Beratirnde ; and whatever 
other way 2 thing. may be ſaid to 
de a (in, 

Nowit is evident, that this „j. 


in — wu the internal at = | 
ſection external operation; r and - 
bath which are termed fs, bur exzcrnut, 


ſo, that, though the extern act 
more vs/garly ,. yet the intern, 
more properly, bath the natare 
of v, that ia, of evil, ſince its 
nature 22 rooted in the 
mind, and by ipation 
is commurycated pe pd 
«tic, And * benee agiin 
3 4 


p . a i 4 
7 0 * 9 
f ö 
= 


— 2 the ſubject 
hand , unleſs 


. Ether from the loi or imp 


have in 


; we 
eye on the ſeveral ſenſes which 
overſhidow one the other. We 
are then to enquire aſtet the te- 
miſſton both of the interns! and 
external fin, and that both Swp/y 
and comparetively.1t ha ving there- 
fore been ſaid already , that ac- 
cording to the well-ordere pro- 
videace of God the panifbwents 
of in fignifie the evi/s which o- 
merge from them; and again, 
that the gails of ſin conſiſts in 
man's xiouſneſs to thoſe 
paniſhmenn,, that is, evil con- 
ſequences of the (in; ir remains 
concluded, that a- , is then te- 
mitred-, when the ſinner is no 
longer liable to the evilfroits of 
his ſin.” But it is apparent, that 
upon every actual, internal, mor- 
tal fin , an eter na privation of 
the Bratifies! YViſew muſt of iti 
own nature enſue, together 
with thoſe griefs, which ſpring 

«| 


which 


* 


1 5 ms 
| 3ppe eaey of Zeatiandy, | 
is yet carried ee — 


| of the . 
* 4. * 5 4 


1 

- 4 

. 3 

_ , | 
wo | * 1 N 


* * j; the p , þ 
Tomitunttherewith,; ll it be te 
tricted, and conſequently render 
the ſinner obnoxtom to theſe 
ſufferings, but not erernally, be- 
cauſe che love of preference of 
Begtitnd; above all things is ® 
cauſe inexiſting in the ſou), which 
io due eircumffances it fir to 
rectie that leſſer inordnare 
- affection va . 2 
* eit imarily a , Origina 
de Fas togher t about its ob» 
jeq , or be the remains of a; pre · 
cedent mortal diftemper- If the 
rf, it is not to be eſteemed 
yams. s the ſecond , the - 
. may te ſaid to be fi remitted, 
— but in ſeme r1/pe . 
Le: Of externa fin the ſame may 
de afſumed; that through the 
C well regulated providence” of 
4 God; it is puniſhed by the i 
| 22 ot conſequences theteof, ang 
8 degrees rewicted, in the fame 
>» © proportion as by little and little 
tdtghboieę ill eſfecu ceaſe to flow from 
** it. And thus the ſenſe of the 


holy Scriptures , as to this point 
„ 8 is 


F 


„ Y f 
— N = . 2 


— — 


1 
1 


ſo the frmos 


Fe wy fx, 
is elucidated, and the ſeem) 
contrariety opem it into 
— For when God 

„ that is whatſorvers - 
2 the Suner hall repent of bis * 
wickedneſs, in the ſelf ſame be 
Will rewic and pardon bim, it is 
ſpoken of the internal fin , and 
its proper puniſhments. For the 
Chon acknowledges , that-a 
N of true contritjon quits 
the (cofes of pani/bment as well as 
it; I mean, if it arrive at that 
— that, as demonſtration 
chaſeth _ uu once all doudt- 
ſulneſe, and Raggeringiincerritadey 
of its. reſo/ntions 
cuts off all manner of tendency 
towards the formerly beloved ob- 
ject. Such ſeemes to have betne 
that noble one of holy St. 4. 
gain, who after that ſharpe 
and violent confl. & of the Fleb 
againſt the Spirit, was ſuddenly 
tranllated into fo per ſe ct a quiet 
of mind, that from thence for- 
ward be felt ao attempts upon 


ſoul, 
r EW * 


+4. wi 4 hd nn 
4 on reſolution u_ fo 
445 *ftrong generous, bat that 
new aſſuults of cemprations ſhake 
, and chough they camot over- 
throw , yer mike the ſoul, as it 
were, to reel orftagget, as moſt 
oommonly it happens; then is the 
fin ſpl remitted, dub i part te- 
mains and in thu world it is pa- 
niſhed by evils following this de · 
biliry of mind, either ing ot com 
L or what ſoever chr grief: 
from them; but in the 
e, by the fruit & offspring of 
thoſeevils,till in the laſt dg ent 
day, that repidaiſe, rad, js it were, 
ruft, with which che ſoul by con- 
tagion of thut ſin was infected, 
be hernt off. From whence you 
eaſily ſee, that, in a per fe repen- 
tance God remembers no ſonger 
the in, Var, in am imperſet one 
accommodates and pts the 
pains to the ſtate of the /ow/, 
From what hath been declared, 
it likewiſe 5 eth, how God 
thezy fevengeth the ſins of parents , to 
— wit, external ones, upon their e- 
Aer iin, 


— 2 
David was punifhed — fuk ; louſly, 
ſecondly , — — 2 as 
when, for the ſame ſin, it ws N 
threathed that the ſword Mouſd tothe - 
never depart from his bouſe : n 
I:kewiſe for the adorgrzon bf the rect 
gelden calfe , that they —— 
puniſhed in che day een” 
For theſe expreſſions import 
thoſe very ſins — wo 
deſtruion of — 
which fort is lik thar Foe 
iction of Chi our Lore, 

the innocent blood, 

hed been- ſpilt td bog 
to his time ſhould fall upon the 
pee, The third degree — 


3 _ Of the muddle © 
which we binted at. For xbe 
— of Adu, Moſer, 
on, and Davig alſo in the 
of bis ſon, belong to that 
which we have ealled r aca- 
5 in which it was requiſite they 
Bu. ſhould ſeem to proceed, not from 
- —— of cauſes, but the eſpec ia 
ment of God. But for the 
— of Adew , their pu- 
— whether internal or 
| . extern«l, are * clearly ſhewn in 
. d owr Theology , to flow from the 
=* £ of. can/er,where it is likewiſe 
"Tom, dent, that that fin * can never 


altos. cups The crime 
- bot e-. golden Calf be- 
came 10 like ſort alwoſt eternal , 
thus is, laſted till the extirpation 
of dhe whole people, Which E- 
© 3thiel reſtifies, Chap. ad re» 
1 * the n that from 

11 out of Ege, 
ep Freed oe — 

cs 


c the (ins on their 
N who came from 
„ Wbence is may be fps 


348. be be remiged till che Reſurretizon 


a 


— — * 


* 


Wn as. | 


* 


—— 
— 
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rer from God, and the , 


*_ 
* 
4 


that the # 
Me! o 


exprobrated and -« * 
of, continged in tha 1 
till their utter extermin - 
tion, and char (as Cbriſt our Lord : 
aſſures us) all the juſt blood ſpilt 
through the world was puni 7 
in that laſt generation. - 
The very ſame diſcovers it felf 
in the fin of David, whoſe Love 
to Berſbeba preferred Solomey be- 
fore the reſt of his Children, to 
the ſucceſſion of bis Crown, 
which was the apparent cauſe of 
emulation between Ab/c/om and 
Adenin, and of both their 
deaths, and of all the crimes of 
Abſelom. From the fame foun- 
tain, through See diſorders, 
ſprung the ſchiſm of the ten tribes, 
and all the ſubſequent warrs, with» + *. 
the deſection of the houſe of x 


1 — — - * 
0 5 conſe ent iy F «2 
le db chaſtiſemencs 2 
final overthrow ; the ſons 
bericting the vices of their Pa 

| tente. 


- 


* 


T7 


1% 


> the 


3 


*S = * * vo . ; * ü 
rears. — tom the lune 


— — 


— ceaſe — 4 On or — 
near and to wit, —— 
memory a — is, for the 
moſt. part, the reſpect of 
kindred gromng 'weak, and the 
permixion of blood, in the 
ſeveral Mothers, rarely ſuffering 
the great Grand-fathers blood to 
boyl with any notable vigour in 
the - veins of his ——_—_ 
child. 

From this exphcation, it is ea» 
ſily gathered, that, according to 
the natural ſeries of Agents and 
Patients, the puniſhment of (in, 
extirnal or imernal ; is 
nothing elſe but the 5=cre«/e and 
ex agyeration of fin; in thoſe who 


V3 + | "wT 


; , N _ 4 
: » 4 
5 


ſub 
eee: I 
—— or ih vo- 


; + And on — ry,in thoſe 
that are 2 filings and 
doloroms des ich wreſtls 

with the afſection to fin, are their 

puniſhments , as to- che internal ; 
and their external ones are the 


dimintinen of the dying ſin weakly; 
derived i into other ſubjects. 


The Fifteenth Accompt. 


Three other Exceptions , That 

. they neither truly take off the 
pun foments,nor rightly mate 
them due, nor in fine make 4- » 
ny real Purgatory. . 


bs. » Rom hence we may obſe ve 
: another miſtake of our D 
vines in their model Pargatory. 
For > ho. - they determine the- 
there to be certain pains, 
— torments , yet when 
theſe pains — they neither p ' 
| _ require nor t ink of any pleaſwres, 
- "of at leaſt goed afts hich 
ſucceed — ;parallelied to which 
kind of Philoſophy neither t | 
whole variety of Natwre — N 
Grace ,"that I know of, affords 
one experiment. For, in vegetative 
nature, 


7 


a 


pure ceſſatiow, and not by the e- 


contrary , wholly mizbecomes a 
Philoſopher, & is akogether repug- 
nant to the ground work of »ats- 
ral action, which requires an e- 
tion of cauſes ſeverally challenging 
to themſelves the co ſubject. 
Our eleventh exception takes 
notice of another ab/xrdity. 
They afficm , that la che i fan 
of death ( whether in the body 
p or out of the body I know not) 
| 


whatſoever , which ducing the 


| ſince the efficacy'of comtrition bs 


both 
— abel ſhes mr" * 


- 


Li 


grief” 
be determin'd and aſſwaged by a ien rhi#'® 
trance and ſubinter Miſſion of any re 


by an _aQt of conrrition , all guils 24 


whole life had been contracted, is 2 1 
| | immediatelywadyd off I urge e 
1 

to be ſuch gail. 


3 
- 4 


ng. PUR 
4bey will chuſe to pot this act of 
contrition to be made in the term 
of ſeparation , where merit and: 
atis faction have no an 
and 


— 


ties cannot be mitigated > *© 

Nor is there more ſtrength f Tb | 
reaſon in this, that the merics of, 
the living may avail them - but e 
their gwn not ſo. For couldthei „ 
proper crit. be regarded, all as fur at 
Pargatory, according their own- N 
grounds were at an end; wg * 
10  ." 


perfet ebaricy and 
ſeparated ſouls , bei ciſed 
with the whole force of their ſub, 


ſtance would in one mom ent ſet 
them frees Aptin, what Pity, 
what 7»ftice hath enacted this 
Law, that the diſtreſſed ſouls . 
may not pray for their own deli- 

> Can any thing be more 
abſurdꝰ They make them ſuch 
Pavorites of. , that for =s 


they can obtai races, whilſt 
for bee ue. 2 , procure. 
none. I remember to have heard a 
Divine. ( whom a. printed yuh 
r 

* 


> of all Divinity had already raiſed 
above the loweſt form}, preſcri- 
bing. this advice that 


dever had loſt any thing, 


ſhould prom ſe upon condition 
he recei d it, to procute ſo many 
AMaſſe: for departed ſouls, and 
failing of his bopes, ſhould fail 
alſo in the performance, thereby 
to compel the ſox/s to obtain 
of God the recovery of what had 
miſcarried. O pitiful and ſordid 
Divinity! ſuch a train of ab/#r- 
dities gew the admiilion even 
of one #nexemin'd Principle. 
To make up the compleat do- 
bes zen, Let us reflect ow the 2 
=” buſe of the name ir»ſelf, and 
5 obſerve, that , whilſt they vain- 
2” ly labour to eftabliſh their own , 
| Pur t deſtroy and annihitate al 
g manner of Pargatery, For to 
ba there urge, cleanſegand the like expreſ- 
en lions, clearly import a ſuppoſiti · 
* on of fi and 
ſoever is laid 


* 


miſo in what- 


de perged and 


cleanſed;and in like ſort, to e 
and recti ſie preſuppoſes fawlts and 


imper- 


. 


State - Souls. 
iperfetl ion; if you then take 
away their fains, theſe impere- 
Rions , you take away all Per- 
getory, For certainly, to [wart 
and offer, is not to be parged, 
but finglly to be condemned, or un» 
dergo the laſt ſentence of Da- 
nation. But the Patrons of this 
kind of Pargatery lay this forthe 
very foundation of their doctrine,  ,, © > 
* That the impriſoned ſouls are al- * 
* ready holy and full of charity, i 
* and conſequently incapable of 
* being d. 

Much ter therefore, and - 
more ſolidly: then they , did the A 
Poet philoſophiſe in the ſixth 
book of his £reids , who having 
after his manner, made a doſcripti- 
on of # the torments of the 
demned, thus proceeds to that. of 
Purgatery , and its cauſes. | 


Nor when (pes foul: )they legve this wretched life. 
Do all their epili ceaſe, all plagues, all HI 
. many 4 fu a 
Long timt inur'd needs maſt, even then, remain.” 
For which ſharp — to be — 4 
That vice iwvererdice may, lift, be ,, 


feld, & ld, 


Where few,a/as | the pleaſum alleys rread, 


What could = P hy leſopber 
medicare more fublime and no- 
ble? That corporeal ties: 
by habirr , te 
into, and ie the ſoul; that 
they are not by death exringes- 
, but carry d to the 
next world, whereby the ſouls 
are puniſhed, and their puniſh- 
ments become truly Purgatory , 
or expiating,, that their torments 
are propertionate and of ſeveral 
degrees, which degrees ae taken 
_ the diviſion of — 2 
tis, corporeal A 1 

whence the 1 — 
themſelves ha ve their roots. The 
purſuers of Henar and Vanity 
are tormented by the wind, that 
is, their being puff d up with 
Pride. Thoſe who delighted to 

| wallow 


. 
5 — 


ry 


"3s 4 


a 
n 


-walew in ordid. j da, 
of their ing” enjoyments. 
Y 82 I 
Jramy , with their 
own ardent and truly enflawed 
defires, That finally, after this 


{tare of Per garery 
7 and thoſe 


5 
ing of che times he lid in) 
but few; the waltdrade , fry 
hos were erte and irretraRtable , 8 
3 engult d in tern mi» © © 


— 


— 


The Sixteenth Accompt. 


The thirteenth Exception, That 
their opinion ij oppoſite to the 
expreſſions of Scriptures, of 
Fathers , of the Church, of 
the Councel of Florence, and 
Benedict XI. - 


: Nd T would to God thein- 


| — — all — or of diſcourſe ,- 
N incu. and defect of right ratiocination 

Fur. were the only inconventience , and - 
Jl that their erfour {tretch*t not it | 
| ſeries ſelf to the violation of facred 
undi in- truths, and contradiction of the 
P by holy * Scriptures;  CHMachabers 

£ offers ſacrifice , that the dead may 
245 65 abſel ved from their fins , Chrift 
ura affirms , that in the world to come 
| fins are remitted : Thee Apoſtle 
x aſſures 


1 - 
of 
* 


* whole ' diſcourſe runs c 


State of Sh. 14 
aſſures us b every ones works 
are tobe try by fire, and ſome 
perſons to ſoffer detriment ; a, 
he ſhould ſay, that fome = 
thing ſhould by fire be taken off 1 
from the party, as droſs from ut he 
pure mettal. N 
Nor do the expreſſions of Ho- 
ly Fathers, grounded on the 
Scripture, wayes diſagree. 
For mherder they — of Bap- 
riſme by fire, of purging flames, 
of fire correting wy amending , 
of paſſing through the flames of 
the laſt Fudgment , ich ſhall - 4 
burn the ſinner, ſpare the Saint, <% 
of a ſuſpenſion is the day of ad- 
meu, and a kind of wacertainty of 
the Fadge's ſemtence,or 
other expreſſions | heretofore 
mentioned, they make uſe of, 
from whence any thing can be ga- 
thered towards "ma of 
Pargatory, nothing can awn 
10 c ſh pare. paint; but the 


of fins, and of the purgations 
of fins , and * 2 


„ a ff & 17% 


* 
— 


their 
df 0 


8 
KB. 


of every crearure , 
thereof offering us a 
of Pure 7. 

and unbenefical pains ; 


TELE 
111 


ELL 
al 


and 
| cating enher it, — 
wm ber of the Gbarch, Which if 
3 | den they are the marks of the. ancient 
ee hib ard perſwabon , then js thi 
Ae en other pew. a And if propoſed 
— io che Greeky s unde the _ | 


FE 


| 
| 
| 


ds forth „„ 
Ben — 


the diſcipline of all Chriſtiau in- 

Ricution, and pur 2 bold 

to their general Rall. L 

true Theology affaree us, aber 
H 2 perſect 


r 


" 


__ * 


the object of a ſoul in 
perſect charity , then the 
concreation of a Rational foul 
when the Pwwbrio is fully formed, 


or the infuſion of exiftence, when 


the actiom of inferiour cauſes 
requires it. But it is manifeſt, 
thar thoſe, who put the ſoul, in 
the firſt inftant of i:s ſeparation , 
to be endowed with the ſame e- 
minence of charity, which it 
hath or ſhall ha ve when it is ad- 
mitted to the fruition of God, and 
yet notwithſtanding, for ſome- 
time, debar it thereof,muſt needs 
ſuppoſe that diſpoſition of ſoul 
not ſufficient and adequate, but 
require ſomething elſe, whereof 
neither the Scriptare.. nor holy 


Fatkers ge us the leaſt b int, 
bee ne, acknowledg 
no partition - wall betwixt 
oof and us, but our Sing -: 

fe; Finally 


mm _ .T 


XUM 


_ — > T7 bh. + 7 3 WV mw W * r FF 2V 


＋ 


„ ns wor Ley . — 


—  ——_— _—_—_—_—W_— 


ſeem &early enough gh bo davecon gr 


Faint and contaminates , 


Site of Ss. 
ry, the ry ol 


demned this their Dockri 
the latter determining, ul 
ſoul; — the Faithful, wel 
have nothing to be parged its, 
piated, Ys immedia ly £ 
their departure, and beforeU 
' General Day , fee the face of 
* God: the former adding thereto, 
that the fouls of ſuch as = x 
zurn nter N :ptiſo» orf 
* after death are parged , 5 
received in o en 


By N. expreſſi 
cy indbiad ori 


may be purged, that is, what 
that is 
þ» , can deprive a ſoul from its 
admiſſion to Heaven, and the 
fall ſgbe of God. Let us 
fubſume, Bur, according to our 
Adverſaries , all who dye not in 
mortal (in, after the firſt 
in which they are ſaid to be. 
perfealy Ig to God, 
H 3 ha ve 


of the-middle | 


; — new remaining to 
* de expiated. but are already, af- 
N ter death cleanſed : Therefore 
are all immediately after 
the ſirſt moment received into 
Heiven, Is it not evident, that 
determination of this Pope 
el ſubverts their whole 
of 22 For 


ce po 


| nn | 


when they come to explain 


themſelyes, though in familiar 
converſation, with thoſe 'eſpeci- 
ally who underſtand not the dif. 
rely bo they make uſe of it, 
that they may not ſeem — 
from the language of the Chare 
and their Fore- Fathers, 


The 


State of Souls. 1 


— — — — — —— —v—ę—¼zd) 1 
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The Seventeenth Accompt. 


| Thatthe Ignerance of ſpirits 
al natures bega this Opini- 
on. 
Or a concluſion at lengih of 
this part, I Mall obſerve t = 
„that this miſtake of + 


the 


ple apprebenſien ble 
fo that errowr and falſity can have aufe : 
no place im them. That holy i which 
; Doctor underſtood that all theſe , cat ng 
| were originally in un, from the W 
H 4 body, 


52+ the middle 
body , and therefore cou'd not » | 
in ini ſubſtances, be ex- 
p Red. For we find, by experi- 
ence, that cowpoſiriomw and 
Alessi, are begotten by the 
ſucceſſive beating of the #:wery | 


on the Phamaſie , which inter- 
courſe if once you bar , itis im- 
flible that indivifi5/c: ſhould 
cepeble of ſucceſſion. It is 
therefore certain, that pure i- 
rits contemplate all things, as it 
were, with one or glance; 
and fince ; with 2 all chat 
relates to eirsce is 


* 4 
ciples then nor their connexion 
can be concealed from nor 


conſequeatly the truths 
on them. | 


This 


= 
= 


State of Suns. 
This may perhaps become 
more — 5 
that the Jose, when 
into the Bey, is fuch , 
ality of the Artes it is ber 
unto, exact and determines it to 
be becauſe « oatucal action, that 
is which dbth not exceed the rank 
and limits of cauſes ,- cannot bar 
act according to the exiſtence of 9 
the ſubject, and do that which rhe 4 
is conformable thereto and apt gr 
to be produced thereof. Bat aus, hs 
Death alſo is a ral action; ſoul in 1b. 
making that, which of a wer; life.peine © 
can be made, to wit, a /diricugl ou me: 
ſabltance ,. which we call a fowl, Pore 
And as the diſpoſition of the Em 4, > 
brie, ot ſeminal concreation 2 * 
delineats the future man , ſo tk ** 
man to have had, in the courſe | 
of his whole liſe, theſe and t ue 
thoughts and affeions, defi pon do. 
and points out, by the impr ines © 
left the future condition of binn, ſean N 
Sen So that death produceth ſu ch . — 
an Entity , us, from the man 10 % fa To 


diſpoſed, js naturally protect 
if H 5 


= 
* 


Of the middle 
and the Zxtity", ſo made conti- 
mech ſuch, till ic be, av ir were, 

new miogtded, which 1 i» the worke | 


ut the Reſwrre@10n, For the 


| Ave it, and bears that re- 
to be antecedent life, which 
being at Rewe hath to the 
wavelling to Rowe , or the being 
in health hath tothe core which 
was wrought by the Phyſician's 
hand. Whence it sppeary, that 
in the vert world, there can be 
no more ie, ſince 64, and 
not motios, is the term and pe- 
riod of wetivn:, S0 that ſor the 
ſoul to know, to de joyfsl, or to 
de ſad in the fatare world, is no- 
ting elſe but to remain in that 
dt of knowledge, joy or ſadneſs , 
into which, by the force of Death 
— diffolution , it was 7 f- 
te 
And this is the very reaſon; 
why every re/o/xtion made is from 
thenceſorch iti; becwole 
there ace no inflranents , no di- 
a ver 


may act on 
of ter and Agrut, 
are requir'd to | 
But ſome may wonder h 
ſoul can be diſenga 


Falſe opinions with which ſhe ws be diſpoſe. © 
here poſſeſſed, and not have fe of 


power to deveſt berfelf of the 


«ffettions depending on thoſe 2 45 | 
roneons judgements > To whom from ber- © 
we muſt anſwer that this rer, 


pens not through any diſco 12 in the os 


but by the preciie ſtrosk of dra! 
For it being impoſſible to a /pi- ,, 
ritual nature, at one and the 
ſame time, to aſſem to to con- 
trediftories , ſeeing 20d compte - 
hend ing the cent radictios, and 
nothing (as hath been ſaid); he- 
ing able to eſcape the knowledge 
of 2 ſeparated ſoul, it is evident, 
that truth muſt ov come falſi y, 
and ſigce one of them only can 
take poſſeſſion, tra h muſt abide, 
#nd errowr give place, and: this. 
through the very diſpoſition of: 
the ſoul it felf 5 by Death. — 


os © 


» 4 4 


. : n 
* 


Lr ia 


| plot only ſubſtance or thing. Then 
of theſou. they aſſigo it certain Powers , 


_— to Jmelletion. So 


Of- the widdle 
the feos, on the other fide , 
being not renirary.tO each other , 
nor of contrary objects may at 
the ſame time ſubſiſt in the foul, 
death framicig its creature , ac- 
cording to the prediſpoſition of 
the ſabj-R it works on. And yet 
_ . divines, with whom 

is diſpate engages us, . chooſe 
rather wan rough all ſorts 
of abſurditizr, then yeild 10 40 
jimperious 1 fru. 


1 The 4. Firſt, rhey make the ſen, in man, 
| — to bean | emticy which cleat- 


* ly rendexs it «ſi ent, not infor- 


went and conftitutive of one 


— all the dates of Ae 
raph ficks, For Power being 
ected by AA, how is it pol- 
ble that iy pare act ſhould ad- 
mit a Power, 2 it were, for it's 
Ad If that Power 'be intel- 
|: {tive , the ſoul being aQually 
intelligible, ſhe her ſelf will be 
the firſt A of her Power, an- 


that 


4, 
. 


| 


YWLIARS 


——— 


that to «nderſtaxd , will immedi- 
ately be the firſt act of the .- 
ſtance of the ſoul, and not of her 
iatellełi ua Power. Thirdly , 
they make this intel: Zu! Power 
active on it ſelf, * againſt the firſt 
and moſt known Principles in 
Nature, which conclude that 
the ſame indiviſible Entity can- 
not at once be actually and po- 
* tentially, But others labour 
to avade theſe inconveniencies , 
by a diſt inction of Exrities, more 
unfortunately pretending to cor» 
rect, then the othery'had erred. 
For either they - ſtock the right 
notion of Entity, concluding ſe- 
veral beings or entities, under 
one exiflence,, whereas an Enti 

imports that which hath an exi- 
ſtence; or they multiply ſeveral 
ſolid ſubſtances, each whereof 
have their proper exiſtences, in 
the ſame individual Entity. No- 
wonder then if they are found 
guilty of profaning Divinity, who 
commit ſo many outrages on Phi. 


leſopby. 


THE 
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The Eighteenth Accompt. 


* 


objections from the Holy Fa- 
thers ag ainſ> our Doctrine, 
anſwer d. 


= now remains we conveniently 
ſolve the objeftions which 
may be brought againſt us. Fr-m 
the holy Scriptures nothing is 
preſented , as to this point of the 
controverſie, whether ſome are 
freed ſooner, ſome latter; and 
whatſoever is alledged to other 
purpoſes, as for proof of 
pains , or fire, of ſati:feftion to 
the Divine ice, I conceive it 
will eaſily meet with it's ſolution 
from what hath been faid here- 
tofore. For if worms, dar ke, 
and gneſding of teeth are taken 

Wl apbe- 


cee Sab. 


metaphorically why wot Gre alſo When o 
as well as G7 dau 
will be put to it, 


that fire cannot be meant of 
fire of con flagration or laſt g 
went. In like manner, in steel 4 
relates to the [atirfaBiex of . I 
Divine 7»fic+ , we muſt confi dere 
whether it may not as well . 
made good at the Reſwrreftiow , 
as at any other time: Which 
eautions beirg premiſd, I pre- 
ſume little trouble will ariſe from 
Jeriptere- profi. 7 
Among the Fathers, they cite 4 hafte 
S. Aug» ſine de Civitate Des, lib. >. „ 4 
21 ce. 24. ſpeaking of thoſe adult. 
who have committed ſome leſſer 
ſins, 7: & evident (laith be) 
that ſuch bring purged before rhe 
doy of Pudgment by remp-ral paing, 
which rag 7255 er, Her 
tot 


- deliver niſhments of 
He ſpeak (ay! they 


cither 1s by. 


ternal 
of t * are drper 
world , he 4 2 
their ſoirit, ſ»ffer, and that they 
are purged before 4he * 


Of the middle 
Judgment, and laſtly , that this 
u evident. But this evidence makes 
rather againſt our Adverſarier. 
For, ſince, in the very next chap- 
ter but one, be affirms, that 
it may be true, and that he is 
not ſatish'd. whether their ſpirits 
are purged both hers and there, 
or duly there; or here only, that 
they may net be purged there; 
it is manifeſt , that his evidence 
falls only upon this, that their 
ſouls are ſomewhere purged. , 
and not to be delivered over to 
eternal chaſtiſements; and that 
ſor all the reſt S. AHuguſtin 
was uncertain, fave only that in 
the day of Judgment at leaſt 
they were to be purged , which 
aſſurance of his we have a+ 
dove made good. The ſenſe 
then of the place ® this, That 
it is certain the ſouls of ſuch. 
as dye in ſeſſer fins, being pur- 
r gy ore. 
the day of J t, are not 
from rhence caſt into the ever- 
laſtiog fire. The difference * 

e 


the two explications is this: con 

tend the Saint's meaning to be 
no, other, then that ſouls 
are purged by pains precedngthe 
day of judgment, and fin ſhed ei- 
ther before or in that very day but 
the Adrerſaries will neceſſarily 2 
have the purgation ended befare *< 

the of Judgment. But the Au- 


thors incerticude thereof both in 
this book. as alſo in his book to 


ins is greater or 
* leſſer accordigg the quality of the 
© fins. * ing there clear 
that pare ing fire throng 
which the 7 uf allo 2 that is, of 
the fire of Conflagnation, can make 


nothing at al againſt us, ſince the 
h whole 


cory 


Of the middle 
though never ſo long cannot ex- 
ceed that day. Beſides, what 
hinders but that the word, Aer 
in Latise, which they render, d- 
lay, may aswell be taken for the 
obſtacle, difficulty , and iabour of 
; purgation , & for the length of 
. tine? The ſenſe is nothing leſs 
_ ' fet if it be rendred, that, 

ow much er the ſins are, 
- by fo much the more difficult , 
dolorous, and penal ſhall the 


purgation be. 
In the next place are advanced 


L thoſe two. Lights-of their Age, 


Pex. the Great 8. Gregory andVenerss 
Au. ble B-de, followers of, orrither 

32 Leaders in this opinion; 
N of ſuch eminence , that their te- 
can no more be 
.der, valued than deny d, though A. 
ner ch Cann: (one of the 
8 1 writers amonꝑſt ail thoſe of the 
8 councel of Tun ſeems a lintle 
to wave their authorities. For, 
having premiſ'd in his 110 Book 
De Lr 'Thedl) Chap. 6. that 
all chings which great Authors 


have 


State of Souls. 
have deliver'd , are not therefore 
preſently in all reſpect : perfet, be 
adds, T bey are great men indeed, 
but fil they are men. Woich 1 

», perbaps- wet wnjuſtly proc 
mae. f. Bede and Gregory; 
the former whor eof in bis Hiſtory 
of England, the /atter in bis Dia- 
logues , /et down certain miracles 
vulgarly. reporiggh and credit edi 
buch g Cricicks of nr Age 
wil leurs to be wncertain. 1 


te bave been condemned 
ſervice of the uber, which fo 
diſpleaſed their followers, that [ 
dot remembay- any thing of 
| the lame nature ever afterwards 
to have been reported, unleſs it 
were in the beginning of the laſt 
Age, of a certain Naw, who 
profeſſed ber (elf to have, by ber 
prayers , ſet, free certain fouls de- 
pitted, which were impriſoned in 
the Sands of the River Tus" ; 
v hic 


Of the middle 
which fiction was both oppoſed 
in Spain, and d:rided in France. 

The other ſtories which we 
meet within S. Gregory and Vene- 
rable Bede, 1 know not why he 
ſhoWi conceive the Criticks of 
his Age would go about to dif- 
credit, unleſs he takes the de- 
ſcriprons he meets with in Bede 
for things actually done, not 
for Viſi n, that is, cor ppral tepre. 
ſentations of /pirirwat! paits , Or 
alteyo#cat expreſſions of the i. 
rel: H "are of thoſe ſouls. 


My exception againſt their ut. 
Aates is no oth s "That 
the obedience which is to be ren- 


dred to the ſame perfons is diffe- 
rent, when they are conſidered 
as pious Hits,, from that 
which isgiven them as holy D.- 
tors. Hiſtorie cannot challenge 
the ſame Authority which is due 
to Theological conchiſions. But 
theſe Saints do, of their own ac- 
cord , profeſs that they receive 
th.s Doctrine from Hiftoric a/Nar- 
rations , and conſequently it can 
have 


have no ſtro . then 
Hiſtory can lend it They cannot 


therefore in this Queſtion chal- 
lenge the name and Authority of 
Dottors and Fathers, but of Hifte- 
riaxt only, whoſe credit depends 
upon their Authors. But from theſe 
Hiftorians , (as far as can be con- 
jectuted) che whole ftreogth and 
continuance of this opinion ig 
derived For from that time 
forward reports and FVifiens of 
ſouls... freed from Pargat 
have multipli'd without — 
eſpecially ſince that Odilo Abbot 

Clugny , a very famous per- 
ſon, did, through all his Mona- 
ſteties, by a ſpecial command of 
commemorating all the ſouls de- 
parted on the ſecend day of No- 
vember. diſperſe far and near this 
opinion. 


The 


3 


The Nineteenth Accompt. 


S the Amthority of Appara- 
t ons and Viſions. 


＋ T next thing which occurres 
is, to examin what perſwa- 
0 12 ve power is to be attributed to 
Pe * 7. And immediately avaſt 


appears berwixt fuch 
to 4dver- — 2 and theſe which 
= icy ue Pro ical, in that Pro 
ric —— fimply and by TT 
* proper defign , to the ir- 
Bien of the people that — 
Church. But theſe (as far as can 
be gather'd from their tories ) 
ſeem only to be directed co the 
benefit of the diftreſſed ſouls, 
which is not a publick, but private 
goody and fo unknown , that the 
Revealer only is conſcious to it. 
From 


Stan of. Souls. © 
From which conbderation] infer, 
that Prepbetic . Vihions do not 
commun cite any venerat on at 
all to theſe, bur,on the 
that theſe compared to them, 
looſe much of their credit, by 
the diſproportion ; the end, for 
which generally they ate ſuppo- 
being ambyguous 20d 


ſed ta be, 
undiſcoverable. 

And really , if me aim never fo 
little above the level! of ſeaſe. and 
demand why 0 foul amoog®a 
thouſand bath the favonr a/low'd 
it of, appearing to rhe living, of 
begging their fuffrages > Why 
it odrain'd it not immediately af- 
ter it's ſeparation , but rather af- 
ter ſeme dayes, months, und 
— Why ic ſhould 
beg affilt:-nce from (gb certain 
perſons and not from others ? 
Why far a limited time, and not 
tilh abey ate adſolutely free? Las- 
lx hy particular prayers aod 

actions ate — — Whae 
can with any of . 
de . — N 
refei 


© © Of the Middle 
refert' to the ſecret judgement 
of 2 to his — —— 90 
wayes from reaſas deducible, and 
ſo finally reſolved into ob/cnri- 

* Thus he ” Ihe ſecond "thing, wbich in 
| © fre re thee Fife armed with the pub- 
» hoy | as HY teſtimonials of E vent and 
2 Afiracles, For all that is 
teuiled to be ſeen, being aQed by by 
inviſible ſubſtances , no event can 
confirm the trach of the dien 
nor is it proper miracle 
ſhould be wrought — thet end: 
Nor for the molt part is there any 
ooc iſion of de manding them , or 
any cuſtome in hiſtory of alledg- 
ing them. Aud the vie is, of 
its o nature, ſuch, that ivad- 
miti no wigeeſer, but paſles — 
within th beat of the ſeer , 
— — entirely —— 
on bu veracity, who 
: is 2 Peaſant, — als, 
7 # or at beſt one little capable of 
3 judging what pa ſſeth with in our 

"2 ſouls, Aud if at any time it be a 


, * 


D 


* 
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State + Souls. = ** 
man of great ſan#ity , or famous 
for that pr#dexce which is eſteem- 
ed in the world ( alth to 
confeſs the truth, few” ſuch are 
pretended ) - what miracle is ic 
that a pr«dent man ſhould be oxce 
deceived> And for the pions 
man, it is ſo frequent, that no 
body wonders at it. .To which 
we may add this reflection, that 
when ſuch Novelties are once 
received by the itching ears of 4 
multitude , they are magnified 8 
| beyond meaſure ; and the further __— 

they are carry'd, the greater they | 
appear. Yea the very memory 
of the fir deliverer is confounded 
with a multiplicity of isterrot aro- 
f ries from fuch as are curious 
and inquiſitive into things of that 
nature, ſo that he begins not 
well to know what it was that he 
ſaw,. but to beleeve be ſaw truth 
and when any circumſt ance lefs at 
favourable thwarts it, he eafily 9 
* —_ to tectiſie ſome- ; 
thing, preſuming he might ia 
that paiticular be abuſed. - 

I 
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And 


" the-middle 
pt ſwuſpicion , which this 
Revelations are .obaogi- 
„ more juſtifiable, in 
Divine cannot agree upon 
2 by. which falſe ones 


from tre. 


no 
re 


5k, 


o 
© 


. 
them. 
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ave (as 8, eAuguſtiy ſcems 


whole complex of Sem is bj 
E unſpea kea ble curit ic 4 

embignities , and altogether in- 
ſufficient to adminiſter any firm 
ground of argumentation +, to 
thoſe, at leaſt, who have not 


And this exception becomes yet The . 
leis un juſt, by the conſideration? 7 wa N 
of the quality of the Perſons en 
who are for the moſt part j- "I 
wen , ſometimes fmple men, ei- 

ther melancholy or dozerd with af 
ſiduous muſing and ſolitary pens» 
ſiyeneſs, ſometimes by ſickneſs 
iadiſpeſd, or upon their death= 

beds , or recover d from n 
Traunce, Each of theſe hath 

need enough of ſome artificial 

help to ſe.ure them from lapſing 

in point of pradence and wari- 

nels. And the more ancient thervs be 


* 


ed Revelation are pret to be, Danger of 
— the more neceſſary is this care and r & 
| 


vigilance , all beginnings of 2 2 oy 15 


things being more ſuppofd to © 
nd miſtakes, al aa, by 4 n+ ; 
n- grees opens a window to the diſ- 
um coveiy and difperſionof the miſts 
2 of errour, 
not But nothing fo "enervates and ** 4 
Pet iavalidates chis ſort of proofs — 41 1 


the power of Past, whoſe p « 
—— deluſions, few, and wy 


thoſe only who have experienc'd 
12 them, 


— 


n 


ds 
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them, can perfetly avoid end 
deteſt. The power I fay of that 
faculty is fuck that it compells us 
to believe divers things to be a- 
Red without us, which have no 
other ſtage then our own Brain. 
This our Dream:, and the extrava- 
gant deluſions of feaveriſs and 
bypecondriacal perſons ſufficiently 
convince, -I remember that ru- 
minating long ſince on an acci- 
dent, which at that time I was 
very ſenſible of , and caſting , 
by chance my eye on a Beam 
in the Houſe , the end thereof 
ſeem'd to me perfe&t to relem- 
ble a head cut off, inſomuch 
that (though conſcious of the 


illuſion) I was forced to turn 


away my eyes, borrour ſeizing 
me as often as I fix't them up- 
on it, In the twilight of the 
evening , and not unfrequently 
in the day time, men or beaſts 
appear tome at a diſtance, which 
drawing nearer, I find to be no- 
thing elſe but certain farts 
of 
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State of Souls. 
of trees, or ſtones, or other 
things, which firikiog, in à fir 
line, my eye, would perſwade 
me that things were otherwiſe 
then in tuth they are, unleſs ex- 
perience did undeceive me. But 
all chis is ſo notorious to every 
one, that no man of common ſenſe 
will oppoſe it. 

Farther therefore 1 affirm, Tb incl. 
that theſe deluding apparences b** —_—_ 
are oftentimes more lively and Te" lixely 
penetrating than the impreſſions.chen . 
themlelves which are cauſ'd by which e "#7 
our ſeuſes- When I was yet acauſed — — 4 
child , and had the ſmall pox, 1% (1 
imagin'd 1 ſaw little birds pick- | 
og up crums about m bed, {6 
diſtinct and ſtrongly , that to this 
very day their ſhapes and colours 
are freſh in my memory. A kinſ- 
woman of mine being ill of the 
— diſeaſe, and by order of = 
Doctors, having ſlit pigeonsclap” 
to her Ko. ha — and 
deep an apprehenſion that ſhe 
was ſhod, like horſes, with iron 
I 3. - . thoey 


ſhowes, that, many dayes after 
. her frenzy had totally left her, 
a ſne did conjure me to tell her, 
4 truly whether it were ſo or not. 
] was preſent at another time, 
when a youth of fourteen years 
of age at leaſt, waking out of his 
fleep, had ſo fixt an imagination 
of a boy in white garments ſtanc- 
Y ing by bim, that — 2 
=o the light which I brought in, a 
8 the preſence of ſeveral of his 
4 | companions who lodg'd in the- 
ye 4: fame chamber and. all ſpoke to- 
* him, he continued to ſweat and 
fear, unable, through the frighr, 
to cloſe his eyes again. The 
Pbilsſopher aw the reaſon of theſe 
— when he explicated to · 
us little noiſes appear great 
to us when we are in ſſtep; which 
thing I bave obſerved in m 
, as likewiſe- that the ſaid noi- 
ſes cauſed in me dreams. And it 
— the —— — 
to us 8 1 
our ſenſes being then buſied and: 
ercertain'd about may objects, 
erery. 
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h, and that only being per- ung 2 
ceptible which exceeds the reſt . — 7 
rendring the ochers confuſe and in- - 
ſenſible, it followes that each} muſt — al. 
of neceſſity be taken notice of , 4% "2 
in that degree in which it over- HE, 
comes and ctceeds the reſt, Now 400% 
it is evident, that, by ſleep; the 
gues are lock d againſt chis buſie 
troop without ; {» that if any 
one thing chance to ſlip in, unec- 
company d, it ſtrikes the Organ 
wich a preat force, totally filli 
Fs. and — 
it in K. —— 

Whenſoever therefore through , e ay 
fckneſs or any other diſpoſition , 1" 
of the Body or Had, the ſame tines. 
eſlect, that is, the excluſion of 
all objects, bat one, happens 

| bant 
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Of the middle 
From whence may be iofer'd , 
that an extraordinary light in an 
: aPP4> 1110, doth not argue an im- 
BR + mediate influence from God, but 
Pl. only a free and apt diſpoſure of 
the Phantaſy. So that being an 
argument only of corporeel aQti- 
vity , it rather ſeems to juſtiſie a 
ſuſpicion of falacy, then an ex · 

. pectation of truth. 
F . The Yifons then, which with- 
- "requived im out forfeiture of pradenct may be 
ne credited and rely'd on, muſt be 
* — . ſuch as carry with them proofs be- 
e, ond the reach of Phantaſy. Such 
as are coherent and ſomewhat 
long diſcourſes, a diſcovery of 
ſome ſuch new Truth, as either 
carries with it its own evidence, 
built on the principles of clear 
reaſon, or is hack d with fuch ſpe- 
cial events, that they tranſcend 
the ſphere df chance; ſuch as was 
that (if the fact be true) which 
happened to Pr:fomy, to whom & 
Dragon ſeem d, in his ſleep; to 
t a leaf never before by 
him ſeen, which being immediate- 


. 1 * 


ly - 


* > 


* ——_ w 


_— F< > HT we 7 77. TT YT" 7 WP 


State of Souls, W 
ly ſought for , and by its likeneſs 
to that be dream'd of, ecknow- 
ledg d, cur'd- him of the malad 
with which be was fſurprized. 
For by how much the evidence 
more abBrafted and intellectual, 
by ſo much the more doth it ſur- 
paſs the force of Nature to ef- 
fect ir, Not that I queſtion, bit 
that an unlook'd for Demen- 
ftration, or an unexpected Verſe 
or Poem may peradventure by a 
drtam or natural extaſis , be com- 
poſed which much ſtudy could nor 
otherwiſe arrive to, but that when * 
any thing therein exceeds the rearh : 
of nature, it is a ſtronger argu- 
ment of a celeſtiatorig u. 
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The Twentietth Accomp% 


Of the Authority. of: Viſions. 
compared with that of Hil- 
— , together with a par- 
ticular examination of ſome- 
of them. 


. Aving ſaid above, that ho- 
F. 2 1 ly Ddr, ia the propoſa 
3 e theſe Viſions ate to be confi- 
” #3 de- dered as H. ria, let us ea 
dee mis the degrees of certitude 
. 55 which Hiftery can afford. us, 

'# Hiſtorical certitude ſeems to be 
abſelnte when the thingy related 
was done in the preſence and 
right of thouſands, confirmed 
likewiſe by numerous, or, as it 
were, univerſal teſtimonies. Such 
was.the Pbarſalian Fight, ia th: 
y View” 


n 
: a , * 2 


| State 
view of and in an Age 
when ſo many writers ſtou- 
riſhed. But alaſe l hot far from 
this is the credit of any of our 
| Viſions 
=" The next of certaiaty 
in Hiftery may be the relation of 
a particular fact, confirmed by 
few authorities, " ſuch 2 TAN 
defence of Lig aviue before Ce 
ſa». But even that had ſufficiene- 
witneſſes, twas obvious to ſexſt, . 
the work was in every ones hand, 
and is at this day extant, 80 
that hither:o- Hiſtory makes good 
o- ita ground. 
al The third ſtep is, the delives 
fi- ry of ſecret tranſactions and pra- 
a- Riſes , from ſome wiſe and faith 
de ful eye-witeels , ſuch as wis Y 
0s, lip Comines declargyg the” 
be thought: and drfigns of Low Ni 
ed of France, And here the-right* 
nd which Hiſfury claims over our a 
ed ſents beg na to expire though the 
$ it known integriry of Cowiner, . 
and the veriſimilitude of the nar- - 
ration it ſeif, doth mm 
and felter-its.. 
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ye ns; Tathe ———— rank d, 
et certain arcane or ſecrets commu- 
nicatd from the third or fart 
hand, yet fo that they were not 
unknown to _ that had the ma- 
nagement of affairs, nor are in 
their circumſtances improbabte 
or incredible. There appears a 
disjoyntedneſs in the middle 
nerves betwixt the thing done and 
the Hiſtorical p«a6/;ſ6'r, And 
this is the ewe floor that 
Hiſtorical belief can reſide | 


. in 
K. Of all But the R-/ations upon which 
I 5! Bry thefeour Divines go to eſtabliſh Ec- 


N d:d clefpaſtical Docttines are far 
2 fil beneath even this, The thing it 
* ſelf is not evident ſo much as 
to the Seer , who is ſeldome capa- 
ble to diſcern whether it were 
from Ged or Nature; and again, 
being from an undiſcoverable 
hand,it can challenge no credulity, 
unleſs it can faſten ſtrong, and 
as it were, iron chains upon the 
underſtanding. Moreover man- 
kind being greedy both of ho- 
wg 
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ing and delivering wonders, 
ſtories — every 
to receive ſome ſupplement, po- 
liſhing and perſection; ſo that 
when it comes tothe iter, it 
is qu te anotherthing, nor can he 
yet forbear to add or detract ſome 
little matters , the better to 46. 
commoedate it to his purpoſe. What 
then ſhall we fay to theſe Vipens _ 
which are ſo infinitely ſhore of 
other Hiftories And yet we 
muſt undergo the ſharpeſt cenſure 
unleſs we pin our faith upon them 
ina Theological point. 

If thou haſt leifure, Reader, 4: 
let us more particularly take cog- # 


* 


* 
* 
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nizance of ſome few. There 4 by, 


are three Revelations of this ne. —— 


ture in S. Gregory , two of ſouls 
condem to the Babe, the 


third of a Proprietary Munk. 


For the firſt; if we regard the Do- 
ctrine of following School - men, 
we muſt abſolutely re ject them. S. 
Tema teaeheth us, that ſeparated 
fouls axe not active, becauſe their 
proper & ſubſtantully united bo 
is 


oe. 
— , 


is the ſphere of their activity, 
and the fr t by which they 
move other things, and they were 
Angels, if they could work upon 
leparated bod es- Again, how 
ſhould ſuch ſervices be h un- 
to them? Do we think the An- 
gel Raphael was delign'd to pu- 
mſhment ,. whilſt he- waited on 
Jie? Moreover how could: 
theſe new auxiliaries in the Bath 
be concealed: to their ſeHow- ſer- 
vants unknown to their Maſters N 
Had they meat and wages with 
the reſt >- Laſtly, if theſe exam 
ples be received for Precedent: , 
why may not all Ara m nes 
be fall of departed d hof) What 
Romance! ,_what. old wives tales 
may we not expect >- Certainly: 
lach inventions were either deſign- 
ed, or, of their on nature, tend 
to the vilifying the belief of all 


0 


formally — in. fire. 
ſcems be was reſtored to- the 
Chareh not to Heeven, But if 
bis in were «6ſo/ved , why was- 
he deny'd Heaven , according to- 
our modern definitions? Again, 
why was he not admitted to re- 
ceive the Communion after the- 
f, as well as after the rhirreenth 
, maſs? Certainly the cen 
, nicati:u ceaſed. he- liberty was- 
given to prey ſor him; and in o 
ther Revelations both of S. Gre 
gory and Bede , the celebration 
of the very firſt maſe hath power 
to looſen thoſe bands. And in- 
deed the remiſſion of fins aſter 
tbirty dayes is neither agreeable - 
th — no by i boyd 
this it to be in 
moment, that ia the day of the- 
laſt jodgment Fwally what an- 
uncouth thing is an — 
cation reaching to the 


world? would they have >-d 9 
lieve that thoſe, who dy d in mo 


tal ſin, were ſnatch'd oue of the 
Jjawes ( Hell? Ne- man doubts- 


mii 


ay 


28 


bat the ſouls in Par gatery are ho- 
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ly, and partakers of Eccl:fiafts 
ca] Communion , but theſe fa- 
bles, which lead to errour, what 
ſway can they bear with a true 
believer ? : 

There is but one little ſentence 
(- as I remember ) lin Fenerable 
Bede (l. 5. c. 13.) which makes for 
the ceſſation of Purgatory pains 
before the day of Doowe , and 
that ſo caſt in by the bye, into the 
Angel's diſcourſe and explication 
of thoſe ſuſſerings, that it ſeems ra- 
ther, according to the perſwaſion 
of ſome following Age, thruft 
in by ſome other, having no rela- 
tion to any part of the Yifiew, 
which of it ſelf makes an excel- 
lent and neat allegory. But ic 
is to be remarł d. that though they 
are ſaid to be freed from their 
pains , yet are they not admitted- 
te the joyes of Heaven ; which 
notwithſtanding ſomewhat varies: 


- from the modern opinion, from the 


of the Florentine Coun- 
cel, and Benedict X I. both which- 
. joyntly 
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joyntly ſeem to pronounce no- 
thing but 6», debars and ſecludes 
abſtradted fouls from the Z eat! fical 
Viſion The ſame may be faid of all 
other Revelations ; for if they are 
not meerly frivolous and inſignifi- 
cant, they commonly in ſome par» 
ticular or other ſhock the purity of 
Eccleſiaſtical Doct rine. Some of 
them will tell you of ſouls kept in 
Purgatory, for the payment of 
debts among the living; others 
that a prehxed time was ſet 
them for begging and procuring 
aſſiſtance. The great Odile, 
and ſtrong aflerter of this 
opinion, is ſaid , by bis own 
and the prayers of his Monks, 
to have freed Benedilt the eighth 
out of Pxrgatory, upon condi» 
tion that a ſecond alms ſhould 
L by bis ſucceſſor Nb, 

uſe the firſt was out of treaſure 
ill gotten. What can we make 
of this ? Are the prayers of Re- 
legions men fruſtrated, ard in eſ- 
fectual 'f their Alms come out of 
an T ſurers purſe? tis very hard to 
oblige 


Of the middle 

oblige them to ſearch into and 
diſcover this, unleſs perhaps it 
want not its conventence; if they 
be, in like manner, permitted 
ro retain the firſt, and demand 
the ſecond benevolence in caſe it 
be found to be ſo. 

But to ſpeak ingenueuſly, all 
this paſſage is inexrricable. For 
what ſhi!l we fay > That the 
rich man ſhall in three dayes re- 
deem his Purgatery, which muſt 
coſt the poor as many years, 
Without doubt a convenient mo. 
tive for - accumulating riches ; 
but ſuch a one asI have not yet 
met with in all the Goſpel, or 
Chriſtian directions. And yet 
what elſe do they ſrem to regard. 
who make it either only care 
and buſineſs to accompany the 
Dead with a multittude of. 
mos Þ ſome ſuch conceits 
es theſe the Schools have alrea» 
dy exibitated, and immedinte- 
by they have difappear'd in all 

| ceeding Viet and Revelati- 


exs , that. you may ſee they 
wholly. 


State of * 4. 
wholly depend upon vulgar 
opinion. From whence it hap- 
pens thit the Greeks , though 
otherwiſe more addicted to them 
then the Latines , having no- 
thing of this nature, though 
much more then we of refrigere- 
ting the damned themſelves, 
becauſe this ſore of Purgatory 
runs not in their fancies, 
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The one and tweatieth 
Accompt. 


hence wonderful Events 
came to be foretold , without 
any ſupernatural asſiſtance, 


Ut what am I doing ? ſhall 

I charge ſo many grave and 

holy perſons with Forgery, or at 

leaſt being deluded by the Devil ? 

I cannot eaſily determine which 

were more criminal, and there- 

fore ſhall by no means be tranſ- 
ported with that arrogance. 

14 4; From whence then this plentiful 
e Harveſt of Apperitiens ? The 
ij. notion of Apparition muſt be di- 
percei- vided. One kind happens to thoſe 
wwekingwho are awake, and have their 
# Secping eyes about them, the other to 
| thoſe whom fle-p or extacy bath 
opprefled. The firſt gives a jea- 
loulie 


4 
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louſie of ſome deſeſtive of witia- 
ted orꝑa n, eſpecially if the P hanta- 
ſeneappear to one only, either alone 
or in company, and that in the 
night, when il-diſpoſed, or at- 
ter ſome misfortune or long con- 
tinued grief ; ſomething is pro- 
bably amiſs in the Brain, though 
it be not altogether impoſſible 
that a meer preoccupation of 
mind may work that effect. The 
other is more obviouz and intelli- 
gible; the ſoul contemplates ma- 
ny chings as they were pro 
from wirhowt ( when the ſenſes 
are by ſleep or ext«ſie lock'd up) 
which notwithſtanding have no 0- 
ther being than in the Pata 

But againſt this are very admi- 
rable examples, by which we 
are aſſured that in theſe ſleeps 
or (xtafies things furave, ſecret , 
at a &iftaxce, in fine, ſuch as 
no ſenſe could reach to, are often 
ſeen and foretold, All can- 
not rationally be deny'd, nor 
all” promiſcuoully admitted. 
T oblerve - therefore + that 
| for 


» 
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Of the Middle 
for the moſt part, ſome falſity 
mingles with theſe revealed 
eruths , which commonly gives 
the occaſion of cheir being im- 
pured to the black . But 
we mult ex1mine how far Nature 
can herein play her part. IK 
hath been ſaid, that the ſou! , 
lul'd as it were a fleep with 
dream or ert, finds the 
ſtroaks or darts of memory and 
Phantaſy more ſharp and pene- 
trating, by the vacuity of its 
calls or receptacles, into which 
other objects can at that time 
make no incurſion, We may 
add, that this ceſſation may well 
occaſion a more calm diſcovery of 
truths , their *dependency being 
more orderly diſplay d, and con- 
ſequences more immediately and 
nimbly linking themſelves toge- 
ther, -From whence the Hiſtory 
of S. Thomas of Aqui»'s being 
three whole dayes in eta, and 
at his Teturn eut of it, proſeſ- 
ſing he had, in that time, feen 
and leara'd more, then he had 
| yet 
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written in his whole life , or 
— now near his end, could 
have leiſure to write, ſeems to 
me no wayes incredible, but al- 
together becomming and worthy 
ſo great a Contewplator. e 

Nor do I think it impoſlible, Even toghy 
that, in che like cirepmſtanges , (der poſe 2) 
a ſcience(luch as Caroptricke &c.) [fag of 4 
may at once be poſſeſſed ; the fi. 
prixciples by vertue of the ſaid das. 
tranquilicy diſcovering themſelves N 
and of their own accord flowi 
into T heeremes, Was that Pert 
and Mxfcios whom Venerable 
Bede tell us, in one night, 10 
have been . made both a Scholar 
and a Maft:r, thus inſtructed ? 
I «fficm nothing poſitively, 

Well do I remember, when 1 
was of an age more obnoxious 
to the operation and power of 
Phantaſy , to have ſeen in my 
ſleep, an imaginary repreſents» 
tion of Chrift comming to the 
laſt Judgment, and the Saims 
flying in the cloulds to meet him, 
in colours ſo taviſhingſy poder, 

thae 


* 
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that thoſe which we daily behold 
can no wayes equalize or imi- 
rate them and withall, to have 
found ſuch conformable motions 
excited thereby in my ſenbrive 
appetite, that awaking, I thought 
fe carefully to nouriſh them. 

A certain youth 1 likewiſe 
knew, who, being reclaimed from 
a courſe of debauchery with 
— and T:bacco ( a thing not 
then ſo countenanc'd by cuſtom 
and general uſe ) had noi on 
(in an acute feaver into which 
he fell) a lively portraiture of 
the Devil drinking to him, and 
puffing Tobacco by his fide , but 
alſo a moſt diſtin& catalogue im- 
printed in his memory of all the 
miſdeamenours of his whole life. 
Such apprebenſions as theſe I dare 
preſume to accompt and applaud 
as the ſports of verdant Nature. 
When the effects happen to be 
more intricate, I acknowledg the 
natural diſpoſition to be made uſe 


of , but whether it alone can per- 


form all, I do not engage. Yet 
| I 
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State of | Souls. 
dave obſerved, in the narrati- 
ons of ſome holy women, no 
ſmall agreement between the mo- 
tions of their Phantaſy , and the 
wonders which are ſaid to have 
paſt within their breſts. And in 
the whole Hiſtory of the Vent 
of a certain late pious Maid in F- 
rely, that they were almoſt all 
ſuitable to her apprehenſions, and 
ſuch as might freely ſpring from 
the cogitations to which ſhe was 
inured. a 

Nor can I diſſemble, that a- 
mong the innumerable ſtories , 
ancient and modern, which pre- 
tend to foretel things fature, or 
declare the ſtate of things remote 
and abſent from them, I ind noe 
many which challenge the opinion 
of ſandtity, or the peculiar pro- 
vidence of God in them, Vet is 
it hard to determine what ſtock 
they have in nature to produce 
them. 1 may think thus. It is 
tonfeſſ d, that thoſe upon whom 


{theſe wonders are father*d are 


for the molt part perſons dict ad ed, 
K obnow 
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obnoxious to ſome vehement -paſ- 
fion, ecftatick, dreaming, whole 
Phantaſy is either free, or ſtrong- 
ly addicted to ſome one objed. 
If free, then doth it propheſe at 
random of many things; if e- 
aged, then of that only to which 
it is affected. women, who have 
an abſolute and unlimited paſſion 
for their husbands or children, 
are ſaid to experience this, accor- 
ding to that of the Port. bo 
t that can begwile the Lover ? 
Madmen have in like ſort foreſeen 
ſtrange things, relating to that 
ſingle object which their minds 
are full of; whilſt thoſe who are 
ſubject to diftiration , ecſtaly or 
dreams diſcourſe wonderfully and 
unconnectedly of ſeveral things. 
All theſe bave no conſtant byas ; 
and the errors interlarded with 
the truth ſufficiently convince 
they are not ſpecial guifts of Gods 


benevolence. 


Farther , 
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Farther , then, I proceed to How h 
conclude , that the Phantaſies of *2* erh 
ſuch perſons are moved by weg- en , 
ker impulſes then the brains 0 condition of = 
wiſer men, which being employ'dtbcir abſemn 
in various negotiations, feel not friends. 2 
thoſe leſſer outward incurſions. BY 
As then certain Beat, receive | 
the firſt trembling hints of the 
change of air, and by their pro- 
per motions, give notice of the 
future ſtorm or ſerenity to men 
that ate otherwiſe buſied; So 
Lovers, from their Beloved, re- 
ceive and acknowledg certain in- 
fluences which others take no no- 
tice of, If a Dog after many hours 
can take the ſcent of a Hart or 
Hare, and, purſuing it, retrive its 
origin; what miracle, that the 
like emiſſions ( as the chaſt Lo- 
ver terms them) falling from his 
beloved, and finding him free * 
from all others and fixed only up- : 
on this cogitation, ſhould raiſe 
in him ſuch rchowghts or dreams 
as were pure Nas. 1 to the tem- 
per and condition of his Beloved ; 
K 2 when 
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4 — when that ſcent diſperſed it ſelf 


through the air, and conſequent- 
ly. without any other meſſenger, 
inform him of her well or ill be- 
ing. Thelike may happen in o- 
thers, whoſe attentions are not 
engaged in ſo many trifles, as 
moſt mens are, about their own 
and others affairs. I am apt to 


F* whoſe believe that moſt of our ſtories 
base of ſouls freed from their puniſo- 


ments (to give an account where- 
227 / Leo, all that hicherto hath been ſaid 
ftories con- principally tends ) if they were 
cerning the examin'd to the bottom, would 
ſouls in be found to proceed from the fre- 
gat. quent cogitation , and paſſionate 
affection of the /iving towards 

their departed Friends, 


The two and twenticth 
Accompt. 


What is the benefit of prayer mx 
for the Dead. * 


Uc alas! one 4% calls up- 
on another , nor are we ſo 
bappily diſengag'd from one vex- 1 
ation, that our retreat leads us 
not into another. It is urged, rhe 44. 
that there can be no fruit of pra- verſaries s 
er for the dead if ſome atleaſt are 22 9 
not thereby exempted before the of! 777 +4 
common delivery. Again, what gue prayers . 
efficacy have our 72 if a if ibis bs 
multitude of them can do no tu. 
more then a leſſer number > If 
thoſe who have many aſſiſtances 
gain no more then thoſe who 
have few, or perhaps none at. 
all? Laſtly , the day of Fodg- 
went is by God predetermin'd, 
K 3 and- 
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Aal chie- and will arrive in its due time, 
ren the independently of our prayers ; 
Feed though it ſhould have ſome 
1 freſpect to them, as it only hath to 
x Lr the predeſtination or will of 


God, that is not the thing which 
ſets the faithful awork to beftow 
or procure alms for their depar- 
ted friends; but they expect that 
thu very ſoul ſhould receive ſome 
advantage by vertue of their 
prayers, Which were not other» 
wiſe from its own merits due unto 
it. | 
Theſe are the Objeftions , a+ 
mong which I cannot but wonder 
to ſee Profeſſors of Divinity al- 
ledg that prayers are fruitleſs for 
ſuch events as are decreed by 
Predefiination. What Lethe have 
they drunk of > Have they for- 
gotten that whatſoever good be- 
falls us was predeſtinated ? 
What do they think of their own 
and others ſalvation Does 
— one doubt but they are the 
effects of predeftination ? We 
need. not therefore pray, andif 
we. 


lat... 6— OI 


we pray not, as littleneed we be 
ſoll citous. Let prayers, let good 
works from henceforth ceaſe: 
Why ſo? Becauſe all things are 
accompliſhed by vertue of their 
being ſo decreed: This they 
confe s; but they will not have 
us pray for thoſe things which 
we are certain will come to pals. 
We are till where we were. For 
how ignorant ſoever we are, whe- 
ther what we ask be predeſtina- 
ted or no, yet are weſatizh'd , 
that unleſs it be predeſtinated, 
we ſhall not obtain it. We know 
then, that only which is prede- 
ſtinated ſhall come to paſs ; and 
conſequently it alone is worth 
our asking. So thattbe Apoſtle 
doth not yainly exhort us to en- 
deavour , by good works, to ren - 
der eur Voecation and eleftion cer- * 
tai; that is, to take care to pat _— 

it ia execution. The errour then By — I 


of the Argument or eArguer means are © 
conſiſted herein, that he ſo leok'd 22 ; 
upon the effect as predeflinated , = 3 
that he ſaw not its ca, or the * only 

K 4 means, 2} 
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meant, by which it ſhould come 
to paſs, were alſo predeſtinated. 
So that, pure Inadvertency begat 
this objection. 

And from hence we may have 


wane and an eaſie ſtep to the other part of 
ſenſe our the Argument. For when they 
Prajers be- urge, that nothing enſues upon 


the account of their prayers for 
the Dead, we reply. 2d depends 
upon them. For if their delive- 
ry from their pains, whenſoever 
it happens, bea requital of their 
ſupplications , and that delivery 
be nothing elſe then the commu- 
nication of glory and celeſtial 
joyes , all this, is, in the day of 
Judgment, granted to their Pray- 
ers. What then > ſhall they 
have any thing more then what 
their pious converſation in this life 
promerited ? Not at all. Bebold 
the Riddle. A great Lord ſaith to 
his ſervant, > thy ſelf faith- 
fully in my houſe ſeven years, and 
at the marriage of my /o», I will 
make thee feward of his family. 
The ſervant diſchargeth his duty; 

is 


State of Souls. 
is he therefore Comptroler of bie 
ng Lord's houſe > No, unleſs 
is Maſter be firſt married He then 
that ſhall procure a March for the 
'0U0g Galant ſhall do a good of- 
— the old ſervant and deſerve 
great thanks at his hands, So he 
that is chaſtiſed in Pur gatory, did 
in his life deſerve to receive a re- 
ward at the coming of C rift, 
but that Chrif ſhould come he did 
not deſerve.For that, as it is an - 
niverſal good, ſo is it due to the 
merits and ſupplications of all, 
and not of any one Particular, 

For this reaſon it was anſwered- 
to the ſouls of the ſlain, reſting: 
under the Altar, and crying ent 
to have that day haſten'd , that it 
depended upon the reſt who had 
not yet ſuffered, but were to com- 
pleat the number. Whoſoever 
then deſires and loves the coming 
of our Lord. either for his own ſake: 
or any others, as every one does 
who prayes for the retribution of + 
the dead, accelerates that day. And 
thus you ſee, that the time, which»: 
K 3 * 
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was ſaid to be predeftinated, will 
notwithſtanding never arrive till 
the number of the e/e# be per- 
feted. From whence it follows, 
that whatſoever is ptedeſtinated, 
ſo obtains the ſtability of it's im- 
mutable arreſt (the liberty and 
contingency of ſecond cauſes , 
by which it is brought about, 
not impeding) that if any oe 
of them ſhould fail, that very 
thing, which we term predeſtina- 
ted, could not come to paſs. And 
applying this aſſertion to our 
preſent purpoſe, if Prayer ſhould 
not be made for the Dead, they 
would never be deliver'd, not- 
withſtanding the irrefiltible force 
of predeſtination, through the 
imbecillity of cauſes by which 
theit delivery is promoted. He 
that prayes then ſupplies what 
was wanting to the ſufferings of 
the departed, without which ſup- 
plement they could not be fay- 


4 ed. 
ee They reply, this ſuppoſed, it 


is all one to this particular friend 
: depar- 
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departed, whether fewer or more 
ayers are ſaid for him, ſince 
the laſt day will break aſſoon to 
one as to another, It is anſwer- 
ed, they cannot deny, bat at leaſt 
he who is the occaſion that more 
prayers are offered to that in- 
tent, hath, as it were, a greater 
right to that day then he for 
whom fewer are offered. Whence 
to him it will arrive more grate- 
ful and honourable, then to the o- 
ther who leſs contibuted to its 
advance, But beſides, theſe pious 
offices and affections of others 
towards him , being known by 
the -perſon departed whom they 
concern, beget a diſpoſition in 
his ſoul, by which, when time 
ſhall ſerve, his love to God, and 
conſequently, his Nratitade ſhall 
be encreaſed. Moreover by way 
of impetration, they become oc- 
cations to the Divine Providence, 
of ſo —— many things, 
which otherwiſe would be diffe- 
rently ordered, that in the day 

of Harveſt, they may _— 
is * 
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ax his either eſſential or accidental 
happineſs. If any thing of this 
happens through the good deeds 
of the perſon himſelf departed , 
it is to be accounted amongſt his 
merits, or the rewards due to his 
merits ; but if ſuch prayers ſpring 
not from any root which he him- 
ſelf did, whilſt living, plant, bur 
purely from the charity of ſome 
propitious perſons, they are an 
effect of God's Providexce,whoſe 
mercies are numberleſs. 

One objetion only remains 
Tha unaaſwer d, That this is not the 
whe: par:j. thing which thoſe who pray and 
calar fancy are ſolicitous for their dead, do 
#bey look for. But neither ought we 

regard what they expect, but what 
| — ebe to expect. The Apo- 

#he relief ſtle only admoniſhes us, wot 10 
. 2 be affiifted as thoſe who have no 

en. hopes, but to retain and cheriſh , 
an expectation of re-enjoying 
their ſociety, and that in the re- 
ſurreftion. Yet if the we- 
ricel explications of fire and other 
bein- be found more proper to, 
EXCite 
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excite affections then the truth ne- 

taphiſically deliver d, uſe them if 

you pleaſe, ſo you keep your ſelſ 

within the bounds which the Conn- 4 

cel; and Fathers have ſet; viz. 

that. ſouls are puniſhed, and by 

prayers relieved, but for the time 

when this takes effect, leave it, as 

they do, undetermin' d. Are you 

ſtill unſatisf*d and urge an imme- 

diate relea ment ? I am contented; 

let it be the very next moment af- 

ter your prayer. For whatſoever 

time intervenes betwixt it and the 

reſtauration of the world, is to 

them but as one moment, If you 

ſtill repine and fret, I may with 

juſter indignation proteſt, you are 

not only ignorant, but envious of 

their ſublime ſtate and condition, 

which exalts them above the 

reach of time, — 
In fine,if | be thought the occa Hen 

ſion of reſt: aining the profuſe abun- become « 

dance of Aims in this particular ] mans of 

ſhall withall have the ſatisfaction leſſening 

to have check'd the daily increa- * 

ſing ſwarms of unworthy —_— Frs. 
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who, qualified neither with know- 
ledg nor good manners, live like 
droans upon this ſtock, to the 
diſgrace and contempt of their 
function, to the abuſe of ſouls, 
andthe common ſcandal both of 
thoſe who live in and ot of the 
Church, Catholick Faith ſhall 
from henceforth be'no longer the 
ſubject of the deriſion of erer, 
whilſt her children vainly labour 
to defend, a ainſt Heretichs, thoſe 
things which have neither ground 
nor proof, but are introduced 
from the cuſtomary expreſſions of 
Law-Conrts and exchanges , not 
from the Language of Nature or 
Chriſtian Tenets. But of this e- 
nough. 
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The three and twentieth 
Accompt. 


That the prattiſe of the 
Church, & far u it's 
words make known it s ſenſe, 
favours the ancient opini- 
on. 


Or the laſt attempt they re 
ſerve the Pralliſe of the 
Charch, which can neither de- 
ceive nor be deceived, And this 
they drive on with great fury and 
clamour, partly from the prayers 
which are ſaid for the Dead, part - 
ly from the conceſſion and accep-" * 
tation of 7udulgences , wherein 
their valour gains ſo much ap- 
plauſe that it is worth. our pains 
to give ita check. Our firſt en- 
counter 
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counter ſhall be to demand of 
them, when they talk of the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Prattsſe which do they 
mean, an #wniver/al or a particular 
one? Again, if an #niver/al one, 
whether they intend only a preſent 
Univerlality, or an univerſality 
including allo the acient practiſe? 
| If they admit an univerſality of 
"The Hug r place (as they needs muſt if they 
Opinion can will conclude any thing, for other- 
1 _ by — — it 
„will amount but to a probable, 
ag 7 chat is, fallible — them 

demoaſtrite to me, that the pra- 

ctiſe they contend for, either an- 

ciently was, or at preſent is in the 

Grecian Church. Sure Im, nei- 

ther in the Florentine Councel , 
nor in the Union of the eArme- 

nians, nor in the Profeſſion of 

Faith preicribed by Vrban VIII. 

to the Oriental Churches , any 
ting is expreſſed, from whence 

Ner tine. this Doctrine may be deduc'd. In 
like manner, as to point of im-, 

it is evident, that before S. S. 

Gregory and Bede, there; was no 

| ſuch 
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ſuch notorious Prafti/oe even 
in the R»wan Church , and con- 
ſequently that it became not 
general, till after Odilo, about 
ſix hundred years agoe. But 
ſuch a Practiſe no way deſerves 
the title of Diverſal, according 
to Time. 

The queſtion then is devolved 
to the weſtern Church, for the 
four or five laſt ages , for the uni- 
verſality cannot be ſtretch'd 
higher, fince the practiſe ap- 
pears to have taken it's riſe from 
the Devotions of the Clugniac 
Monks, and the effect of thoſe 
Devotions , that is, Revelations 
ſpringing from them, whereas be- 
fore it was rare, if not unknowa. 4 
Our next que is what they mean — a. 0 
by pradtiſe? For my part, to avoid.gy,,.hes 


what we have delivered, then is % P70 


our adverſatics laſt effort as in · ef 4%, ve 
fectual as the former, The Chur - the n 
cbe's expreſſions are viſible in herpart of #% 
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by which if I ſtand condemned, 


of, willingly yeild the cauſe. To 


begin with the ſequence of Die: 
ire, Dies illa, is it not throughout 
of the day of Agent, and the 
deliverance which is the to be 
made? What elſe bath the Of- 
fertory? Lord Jeſus Chrift , 
King of glory , free the ſouls of 
the faithful departed, from the 
pains of Hel, and the profound 
L he, free them from the Lions 
jeawes, that Hill may not devour 
them, nor they fall into darkneſ? , 
but let the bel) Enfign-beerer , 
Michael, conduft them" into that 
bappy light which thou haſt beret o= 
fore promiſed t- Abraham and hu 
ſeed. Thus far in general for all 
the Dead: then in particular. 
We «ff cr mp to thee, O Lord, ſacri- 
fires and thanksgiving prayers , 
receive them for thoſe ſouls which 
we this day commemorate, grant 
them, O Lerd, to paſs from Death 
to Life, Thele are the Church 
prayers, which, to a Catbolick, 
what 
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what can they ſignifie but the c a, 
examination and ſentence of the —— . 
laſt J#dgment 2 Aſter the perſon ay | 
is dead, and that prayers begin to e 
to be ſaid for him, where is be in 

danger to periſh but in the loft 

Day? If then the Chureb prayes 

not for what is paſt , which ſeems 

to be unprofitable , it prayes not 

fos any other delivery of the 

Dead, then what is to be in that 

fnal 2 ment. 

I eaſily foreſee it may be obje- 1 
Red, that the Dead have in rea- , 
lity no incertitude or hazard even | 
in that Day , wherefore theſe. 
Prayers muſt on both ſides be ac- 
knowledged to have their impro- 
prieties, My anſwer is two'old, 
Firlt, in our way, we coyn not 
a new Aetapher, but proſecute 
that which Chriſt and Holy Scrip- 
tures have furniſhed us with. I or 
if they have ſtyled it a fe, 
not in order to an inveſtigation 
or di/qui/irion of things doub: ful 
(for what can be obſcure when 
God himſelfis judg ?) but meer- 

ly 
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ly to ſignifiy the effect of the 
aid Fudgment , that is the reſpe- 
Rive deſtribution of reward: 
and puni/bments to good and bad , 
which then is made , is it not evi- 
dent that the Ecclebaſtical man- 
ner of ſpeech (that it may be con- 
formable to the ſacred and Tra- 
ditionary expreſſions) mult ſpeak 
as it were of a dubious ſentence, 
whilſt there is yet an affection to, 
or expectation of puniſhment, or 


.reward > Thele ſpeeches then ſig- 


nifie jult the ſame as if the Church 
ſhould plainly ſay, ſaffer them not 
ro be caſt into Hell, but grant them 
eternal happineſs, And ſo is that 
particle alſo to be underſtood , 

of paſſing from Death, of life, 
Though there be alſo another 
way, in which the fouls in Per- 
gatory, when they become par- 
takers of the Beatifical Vin, may 
not improperly , be ſaid to paſs 
from Death w Life: For thofe 
ſouls, having (according to what 
hath been explicated) an impedi- 
ment in themſelves, debarring them 
from 
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from true liſe, which is perſect 
Beatitude, clearly, if death be op- 
polite to life,they are truely ſaid to 
paſs from death to /ife, when they 
are freed from their in, and that 
impediment. am not ignorant, that 
Divines, taking it from the Laws 
yers, ſuppoſe in theſe ſouls a cer- 
tain Right to Beatitude, by which 
they are rendred partakers of /ife. 
But theſe expreſſions abuſe us, 
when beſides an a/egory we expect 
_ in them. Nor indeed doth 
right te a thing make a man owner 
of it, but right i the thing, and 
in reality thoſe holy ſouls have 
not right to life, but ſeeds of it, 
to wit, the faith of Chriſt , which 
works by charity, and which aſ- 
ſuredly will(through the laſt judg- 
ment) ſraſt ie to life eternal. As 
then /ce«is not yet reckon'd a- 
mong things living but dead, fo 
theſe ſouls alſo; But we muſt ob- 
ſerve the word dead bath a dou- 
ble ſenſe ,- being fr pounded 
abſtraftedly and  privaiively. 
The damned are privatively 
dead, becauſe all poſſibility or w_ 
0 
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of eternal life is extinguiſhed in 
them; but thoſe in Purgatory are 
only drad becauſe they have not 
yet obtained life, 

My ſecond anſwer is, that, ſpee- 
ches of this kind are altogether 
inexplicable according to the con- 
trary opinion, which is a certain 
note that they miſtake the Char- 
ches ſenſe, For proof hereof 
it were enough to charge them 
with it, and put them to the trial. 
But I can produce the expreſs con · 
ſeſſion of an «Author , volumi- 
nous enough to appear great a- 
monꝑſt them, who, paraphraſing 
upon the above cited words, ex- 
caſes their form, Beean/e (ſaith 
he ) thoſe who pray often uſe ex- 
preſſions which they are altogether 
ignorant What they ſignifie, or 
whithey they tend. But ſurely the 
Rituals lofficiently declare whi- 
ther theſe ſpeeches tended, Make 
bim w:rthy by the aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace, 10 eſcape the Judgment of 
revenge, who, living, was ſigned 
with the ſeal of the Trinity. Again, 

Les 
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Let us pray for the ſpirit of eur 
Brother , that the mercy of our 
Lord may place him in the boſome 
of Abram, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
that, when the day of Judgment 
ſhalt come, he may reſaſcitate him 
on the rig bt hand, among hu Saints 
and Elett, Again, we pray thee 
to command the ſoul of thy ſervant 
N to be carryed by the bands of 
thy Angels into the boſom of thy 
Friend Abraham the Parriarch , 
tobe reſuſcitated in the 4a day of 
Pndgment, that whatſoever vices, 
by the deceipe of the Devil, be 
hat h contrafted , ton pions and 
merciſul maiſt blot ont by indul- 
gence, In the office of the dead 
in like manner in the Roman Bre- 
viary. Lord when then alt come 
to judg the Earth, where ſhall 1 
hide my ſelf from the connenance 
of thy anger j—— When thou 
com: N to judg ao net condewn me. 
Apain, be merciſul unte me when 
thou ſhalt come te judy in the loft 
day. Again, Remember wet my 
fins, O Lird, When thou ſhalt 
FILL 
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come to judg the world by fire. Laſt- 
ly, free me, O Lord , frameternal 
Death in that dreadful day, when 
the Heavens and Earth 541 be 
ſhaken , when thou comeſt tojudg 
the World by fire. 1 tremble and 
fear Whil:ft that diſcuſſion and fu- 
ture anger comes ; that day of 
anger, that day of miſery and ca- 
lamity, &c. To this you may add 
the publick Litanies, inſtituted, 
as it is thought, by Gregory the 
Great himſelf , or atleaſt by him 
recommended, where you find, 
In the day of Judgment deliver 
7 1 O Lord, And in the commen- 
dation of the ſoul departed, /» 
the day of 7ndgment deliver him 
O Lord, 
And late. Finally, if we have yet any 
mo: oz: judgment left us, and are not 
clear word, wholly tranſported and faſcinated 


5 — *fconſider with our ſelves, what a 
delivery. ſtrange blindneſs and abſurdity it 
had been in the compoſers of our 
ſacred Liturgy (if they intend to 
pray in the Haſs and officer. 
or 


thro:gbout with the oppolite opinion * : WF 
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for the delivery of ſouls before 
the day of 7udgwent) not to ex- 
preſs it in one clear ſentence , 
throughout ſo many and large 
prayers, but perpetually to hx the 
Readers thoughts and expectati- 
ons upon the /af judgment. What 
ſhall I Ly of ſo many who have 
not only uſed, but corrected 
them, yet never durſt take the 
boldneſs to violate the ancient 
and received ſtyle > Since then 
in Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies 
the ſignifications of the aims 
tr on the expreſſions, and 

the expreſſions are ſo clear for 

pur ation in the day of Zudgment, 

it is beyond diſpute evident, that 

this is the practiſe and intention of 

the Holy Church in all publick 

Prayers and Maſſer that is, in all 

that are hers. 
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The four and Twentietth 
Accompt. 


That the Prattiſe of the 
Church, s it i viſible in 
action, makes likewiſe for 
the ſame truth. 


Their raſh om what we have ſaid, the 
weſs who temerity and precipitation of 
becauſe they thoſe appears, who, from the de- 
can no lon- nial of a ſudden and capricious 
por propane delivery of ſouls, flye immedi- | , 
= — v. ately to the refuſal of ſupplicating 
ſes a their any longer for them; whereas, 2 
un time on the contrary, they ought more . 
and ples- aſſiduouſſy, yea, perpetually and I „ 
ſure,refuſe without end, to pray, both be- 
E — for caule their torments are more du- 
them rable, & becauſe our own god: are 
ſo ſtrictly conjoyned with theirs. th 
Our 
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Our method therefore inſtructs 
us, never to abandon, never to 
remit or ſlacken the charity which 
we profeſs towards our friends 
lately departed, and conſequent- 
ly by this new temporary motive 
faſtens our ſouls upon the love 
and contemplation of the future 
world, whereas the contrary opi- 
nion begers a ſhort memory and 
long oblivion. 

And here behold we are natu- 
rally put in mind of ſurveying 
the other branch of Praiſe , 
which no leſs atteſts ours to be the 
Cburcb's ſenſe, and perfectly 
conformable to her practiſe. 1 
mean tbe procurement of prayer. 
for the fouls of the Dead. Let 
us reflect herein on the conſe- 
quences which are apt to follow 


from either opinion. If it be be conſe- 
true, that ſouls are, from Perg. be. bub 72 of 


fory, conveigh'd to Beatitnde, be 
fore the day of Pag ment though 0 — 
we know not how long the time 
may be of their durance, yet 
this is certain that every one bath 
L 2 „ 
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a limited time, let us ſuppoſe ten 
'ears (as a Divine famous enough 
ath opined, ) the Charch ought 
inreaſon to preſcribe a ceſſation 
from ' thenceforward, of duties 
for that ſoul, that others may be 
benefited by what to it is row 
ſuperfluous. You reply, that ic 
is not done becauſe the Church is 
uncertain how long the time may 
be. Very well, but how long 1 


ment? And this of every one, 
which e- that is, of all > where then lies 
qually our quarrel 2 I may perhaps at- 
tree in cen. firm it to be certain, that they are 
e, not diſmiſf'd before the day of 
hors Judgment, and conſequently that 
worlds end. we ought alwayes to pray fur 
them; you affirm it to be uncer- 
rain whether they are ſoorer 
freed or no, and conſequently 
conclude the ſame thing, to wit, 
that we ought alwayes to pray 
fer them. The praiiſe then of 
pray ug alwayes for them is com- 
v on to us both: More ſtrongiy 
indeed 


beſeech you ſhall ſhe continue un- 
certain ? till the day of g- 


. a... 


State of Souls. 
iadeed on our ſide, from motives 
both of reaſon and antiquity , 
which ever prayed for all without 
exception, 

You reply, it is fo uncertain 
of every one in particular, that 
—_— it is indefinitely 
certain of /oſe. Let it be fo, 
becauſe you are reſolute; what 
1s thatto the pra7i/e that remains 
common to both ſides > Can you 
from praiſe poſſibly convince 
that ſome indeterminately are ex- 
empted, when you pray for eve- 
ry one as though he were detain- 
ed? Prattiſe is an action, and 
action is of Individuals, that is, 
of particular Agents about 
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at particular Patient:. But to 

vr proceed: Imagine with your ſelf Fhere it 

er- ſome preftiſe which may infer g f. 

er that ſome are freed ; ought there ,\.-.4 k 
ty not to be a change in the Tenor into thanks- - 
it, of prayer, and a thankggiving giving for > 
ay ſucceed to /upplication , rather ***ſc who = 
of then that the ſelf-ſame ſupplica-* 15 — 8 
m- tion ſhould ſtill continue? Shew ger opinion 
85 


avy ſuch cuſtome, and you have he . 
1 9 won 
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won the day. But if you cannot, 


and, on the contrary, I can and 
do produce men pious and pru- 
dent who with their laſt breaths 
pray for their Grand-fathers and 
Great-Grand-fathers , and when 
themſelves come to dye, build 
Churches, Hoſpitals, and the 
like eternal inſtitutes , with ob- 
ligation to have themſelves and 
their anceſtors for ever pray'd for, 
two things I ſhall eſteem my ſelf 
to have clearly prov'd, firſt, That 
Eecleſaſtical Praftiſe \tands 
with us; ſecondly , that our 
Adverſaries cannot bring the 
leaſt ſhadow of proof from 
thence, 

They quit not yet their tation, 
but threaten us with forks, now 
that their arrowes are ſpent, 
Praſtiſe, ſay they, conſiſts not 
only in the external action, but 
in it with the intention, opinion 
and hope conjoyn'd therewithall. 
But it is evident, that the opinion 
and hope with which men now 
adayes pray for the departed = 

tat 


jor. For when ſome afion-is 
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that of a ſpeedy delivery, thereſore 
the Church practiſe concludes it. 
In which, firſt, we deny the Afar 


handed down to us from our „ ..__ ® 
fore-fathers in the Chared , ite 5 
doth not follow their intention a/wayes wi | 
mult neceſſarily be derived to us/ible ine 
by the ſame ſucceſſion, for though ven ie. * 
we know not in particular what 
they intended, yet do we often 
in belief of our Parents, as the 
vulgar term it, do the ſame thing 
which they did. So the unlear- 
ned receiving or — 
Sacraments, through the - 
dence they have of the Church's 
ſanAity, do, wich good intention, 
receive aud adminiſter them, 
though ignorant what intention 
is properly due to the action. It 
is not therefore neceſlary the 
Prattiſe atteſt that which the 
private intention of every actor 
zpprehends, but only that which 
he intends joyntly with the 
Church, though in particular 
ignorant of it. Again, it is 

L 4 mani» 


31 


Of the middle 


manifeſtly one thing to be a pr 
fliſe , and another to be the 

round of a practiſe, Or reaſon 
he which it was inſtituted. For 
a pratiſe is received by cuſhome 
or command , and may have ſeve- 
ral motives Or end for its origin, 
ſo that no one end can be evinced, 
fince any one may ſuffice ; much 
leſs doth pure opsnion belong to 
praftiſe , which every Age may 
vary, or oftener, according to 
the greater or leſſer ſcience of 
Deftors, whereas the Praiſe 
may remain the ſame. 


r * 


r * 


e 


iN 


State of Sou. 


—— — —  — — 


The five and twenticth 
Accomp. 


The Nature and Hiſtory of 
Iadulgences. 


3 lies yet another accu- 
ſation againſt us, from the“ tee 
uſe of Indulgences, which wen — 
have not ſatisfy'd and it is alſo n gererat 
two-fold : For they both urge in er fi 
general, that the whole force l make a» 

and fahrick of Indulgences falls” 04% — 
to the ground, if Purgatory · pains — — 
ate not telea d. For what good &.. 
do they do eicher in this world 
to the living, or in the next to 
the 3 if they neither a- 
bate nor diſcharge bir preſent 
pains, nor an future ones? And 
again in particular, what ſhall 


become: 


Of the middle 
become of thoſe conceſions which 
grant expreſly the re/ea/ment of 
a ſoul ro every third , thirtieth , 
or ſingle Maſs ? Which with ſuch 
and fach faits, prayers, alms, 

viſitations of Churches , redeems 
or commutes ſo many dayes or 
years of ſufferings > Nothing 
can be ſaid why all theſe ſhould 
not declare the prattiſe of the 
Church, Thus they. And in- 
deed both the outward apparen- 
ces and inward merit of the thing 
challenge a deep inſpeRion, and 
thorow-· examination; but let us 
at preſent content our ſelves brie- 
fly, and according to the ſmall- 
neſs of our volume and ability to 

diſcuſs it, 
The fir No man that hath the leaſt ac- 
and proper Quaintance and converſation with 
 wſcof re- Eccleſiaſtical antiquity, can be 
miſi ner ignorant, that all along even up 
eto the very infancy of the Church, 
gener. x communicati ons, ſolemn incre- 
pations , penitential ceremonies , 
and rigorous ſatis faction were in 
uſe, That theſe rigexrs, in di- 
verle 
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verſe circumſtances, ſometimes 
in conſideration of the penitent 
himſelf, ſometimes of externs , 
were not only abuſively, but 
canonically and profitably relax- 
ed, both the monuments of pious 
men, and the viciſſitude of hu- 
mane nature aſſure us. This re- 
laxation was, by the Latises, in 
the Apoſtolical phraſe, called Ja- 
dulg:nce. And thus far no rati- 
onal man queſtions their legitimate 
uſe. Thele [/ndulgences being in 
order to ſuch penalties as the Go- 
vernouts and Rulers of the 
Church conceived proportiona- 
ble to the cancelling and extin- 
guiſhing the ſin they related to(ſo 


that be who had legally perfor- The ccc 

med them, was ſuppoſed to have * 

quitted that ſcore , before God) Arerch's 

it _—_— became a queſtion ,far:þer. 
e 


whether the rem1/icn granted by 
Biſhop: did free the eiten, not 
only for thoſe viſible penalties 
which the viſible Chu:ch was 
wont to exact or releaſe, but 
moreovet diſcharge him _ 

* - 
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the account due to thoſe fins in 
the fight of God , and put him 
in the ſame condition, as if he 
; had actually performed the penal- 
” pron 5, dies themſelves, And S. Pax 
Paul acer. himſelf, 2 Cor. 2. gives occaſi- 
on of this queſtion, where, trea- 
ting of the penitent Fornicator , 
he commands the Church to for- 
bear to atAi&t him, leſt too much 
ſadneſs ſhould overwhe!m him; 
adding a general either truth or 
*lenity, that himſelf pardon'd 
* whatſoever the Church ſhould 
* pardon. And further giving bis 
* reaſon, he ſaith, For I my ſelf, 
*if I have parcon'd any one any 
thing, I have in the perſon of 
* Chriſt pardon'd it, for your ſakes, 
chat Satan may not circumyent us, 
For we are not ignorant of his arts. 
To this purpoſe. the Apoltile ; 
wherein he unfolds to us the 
whole buſineſs of Iadelgences; 
Thattheir matter is that em7:uia, 
rebuke or correption which it was 
fit the Church ſhould exerciſe to- 
wards the ſinner : That there are 
c * 
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two cauſes of remiſſion , the firſt, * 
the incapacity of the ſubject's 
bearing ſuch Kigewrs, who other- 
wiſe would be ſwallowed up by 
grief , the ſecond , the good of 
the Church, leſt the Devil by pre- 
text of too great ſeverity , or the 
Ike , ſhould provoke or ſtir up 
ſome to murmur and make 3 
ſchiſm." So that two things in the 
inflition and moderation of Ec- 
cl fiaſt ical chaſtiſements are to be 
regarded, the good of the Per/on 
and the goed of the Charch, But 
the Apoſtle explicates moreover 
the efficient caule, which he makes 
to be three-fold; the Church, Him- 
ſelf , us a Prelate of the Church , 
and Chrift our Lord. For he 
faith, that what he indulged he 
indulged in the perfon of Chrift. 
Had he ſpoken only of the Charch 
and bim{elf , it would have paſſ'd 
for a Rule, that as the Church 
knoweth not the inter our things, 
ſo neither doth ſhe judg of them, 
or pretend to remit them. But 
ſubjoyning that he did it a 
tne 
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the perſon of Chrif, he ſeems to 
extend it to all that Chrift our 
Lord doth or may remit, and con- 
ſequently to infer, that theſinner 
is no longer, as to that particular, 
obnoxious to the Judgment of 
(briſt. 

This the fathers ſeem to coun- 

| f __ — n in . 
—＋ „ much as the ply to Church- 
ab ” diſcipline — — ſpeech of 
Chriſt, —_ are remitted or 

retain'd in Heaven proportiona- 

bly to the ſever ry or mildneſs of 
Apoſtolical proceedings upon 

earth, And particularly, S. Cy- 

prien, who affitms that Penitents 

may be aided before God, in the 
abolition of their ſins, by the ſol- 
licitation and prerogative of 
Martyrs, Yea Celerinus, in his 

Epiſtle to Lacies, beſeeches thoſe 

who were deſigned for Martyr- 
dome, which of them ſoever 

ſhould firſt be crown'd,, to for- 

ive the fin of two women who 

2 deny'd their Faith. Could 

any thing be more plain for this 
aſſertion 


we 
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aſſertion, that ſach ſins are remit- 
ted alſo by God, the puniſhments 
whereof the Church hath relea - * 
9 h h ſt g 
But however that matter ſtood, * 
the uſe of /:dulgences continued | f l. 
till the diviſion of the Romane gences in 
Empire, and till the eleventh age, e ib 
as a certain Ecclefiaſtical Pra- A6“ 
fliſe, but without any ſpecial 
form or Curt of judicature. In 
that age a new form was inſtitu 
ted, Penitential Canons ordain'd, 
which were partly redeem'd by 
Alm and other pions works, 
partly by corporeal a»ſterities, 
and particularly by flagel/ation, 
which thereupon took the name 
of Diſcipline. In the XII. Cen- 
tury their application was exten- 
ded to Wars undertaken againſt 
Pirates and Infidels, In the thir- 
teenth Century the form of 7 «bile 
was inſtituted , ſince which time 
the Harveſt hath been too large 
for the Barns, infomuch that it 
required the prodence of later 
Popes to reſfrais it. 


Now 
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Now in the XII. Age the Scheel. 
men grew up; a ſort of men, whilſt 
cloſely adhering to the Fathers 
and Conncels, grave and learned; 
whileſt intent upon Philoſophy 
and the Myſteries of Ariſtotle , 
acute and ſublime; but, when, 
vexd with the importunity of 
ſuch as endleſsly call'd upon them 
for anſwer, they ſo confounded 
all, that they neither throughout 
pur ud the Allegory of Fish, 
ſo neceſſary for the people; not 
yet were able «( ſtreightned and 
urged by their importuners) to at- 
tend the diſcovery of it's pure 
light, which is only attainable 
by the faithful ſtudy of true and 
ſolid Philo/ephy, and ſo bequeath- 
ed to their polterity an uneven in- 
coherent , and uacertain courſe 
of Doctrine. Theſe men there- 
fore raviſh'd with the conſidera- 
tion of the wm taphorical Laws 
of 7uſtice betwixt God and ſin- 
ners, fancied ceitain pare pains 
after death, and taught their fol- 
lowers the redemption of them 


by 
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by corporeal afflictions in this 
world. 0 
Ard ſeeing with their ewn —_ 
eyes the great fruits which ſome? 
remiſſion of penitential Canons ;, ; | 
did produce; ſoreſeeing alſo, or ibem en 
rather already experiencing, that vc bf 
Eccleſiaſtical Rules did or would, 5 
by degrees, loſe their aut bori ty, 
all beginning to ſubtilize, and ad- 
dict themſelves to nice enquiries , 
they concluded ir fir to etabliſh 
Indalgences upon a more ſolid 
baſir ; and to that end pretended 
that the pains of Purgatory , 
as they were extinguiſhadle 
with penance , ſo alſo with remiſ- 
font or pardons, And this 
they fell upon with ſuch eager- 
neſs and numbers, that they ea- 
ſily over perſwaded Leo the 
Tenth, then engaged againſt Le- 
ther, to propoſe to the Chri- 
ſtian World their whole fabrick , 
with the treaſures of Chriſt's me- 
rita, and his Saints; although they 
could never effet or extort any 
ſuch thing from the Lt eran and 


Flirentin 
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Flerentin Councels before him, 
. nor the Councel of Trext after 
We an him. 

Gouncel to 
is, 
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The ſix and twentieth 
Accompt. 


That Indulgences . generally 
taken, make nothing againſt 
the ancient Doctrine. 


His is, as far — can com. 

: : rehend, the Hiſtorical pro- 
2 preſs tad period of Indxlgencer. 
of Purgs- From which it ſufficiently appears, 
. 22 _ that the School-men's conceit of 
1 — them depends wholly upon the 

val explica- Moetaphorical explication of Per- 
tien there= gatory, as the leaned Fiſher, Biſbop 
of. of Rocheſter, well obſerved, when 
be ſaid, that mew were firſt af- 
frighted with the torments of 


Purgatory 


XLIM 
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Purgatory before they ran after 
theſe Indulgences; and conle- 
quently, that [ndu/gences are dif- 
ferently to be treated and expli- 


cated, according to the different, „ 8 
ſentiments of P«rgatory. Thoſe, ,, 1,e1h 
who believed pure pains in, and zndulgences® 
ſacceſſive deliveries out of Pu- 10 ibe rc 
gatery, were neceſſitated to la. 


ſtretch /ndu/gences to the next 
world, For what would ſuch 
Indulgence: ſignifie, or with what 
ſpur would they quicken the De» 
votions and pious exerciſes of the 
faithful , if no benefit accrue to 
thoſe that accept them But on 
the contrary, thoſe, who took 
not that way, muſt go upon other 
grounds, and ſuppoſe, from what 
hath been ſaid , that the pains of 
Purgatory are not purely Vindi- 
cative, but, as their yery nature 
imports; Pur gative, and not to 
ceaſe till that Pwrg ation be perfe- 
fled by the fire of conflagration. 
They muſt ſuppoſe alſo, that 
there is no proportion betwixt 
wmeriis or prayers, and the puniſb- 


mens 


— 
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ment due to 50 and that this 
exchange and treffick.of merits 
and paixs ſmells too much of the 
B anquier*s Laws, to be formal- 
ly transferred into (Vriſtian 
| Divinity , and applyd to 
. God, But let us take a ſtrict 
* account of this new- found trea- 
. ſure. 
invent They pretend a vaſt rrea/wre 
K b 41d magazine of Merits laid 
ef cbriff, up in Heaven. What do they 
Tad ba call were ? Good works 
Salus mc- recompenſed , Or not recompen- 
ru. ſed > If recompenſed, how 
come they to ſeperaboumd, or 
why do they tell us of them > If 
vet recompenſed , what con- 
ceit would they frame in us of God, 
| who make him unable to reward 
= ®. Ton.1. his ſervants merirs , or leave him 
lb. 1. ged. in their debt? But we have ſhew'd 
"*-in our * Theological Inſtitutions , 
i bereas e- that merit is nothing elſe but a 
+ 24. good work, fructifying to reward: 
Jan, whence neceſſarily it enſues, that 
mere then it is either rewarded , or no me- 
rewarded, rit. Belides , what ſhall m_— 
. 0 
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of that Axiom, God reward: be- 
yond all merit > drawn from 
the clear teſtimonies of the A- 
poltle, that the ſnfferings of this 
life are not proportionable to the 
fut ure glory. But go too; heap 
ſin upon fin, will theſe Divines 
ſay that the puniſhments due to 
them exceed the merits of 
Chriſt ? nay even of one arop 
of his blood, or of the leaſt par- 
ticle of a drop ? If they dare nor, 
to what end do they accumulate 
this treaſure? To what purpoſe 
do they add the merits of Saints 
to thoſe of Crit? For fear 
peradventure leſt the puniſhment 
due to fin ſhould exhauſt the | 
whole ſource of Chriſts merits > 4 c 
Alas / how can you value the leaſt mit ef 2 
drop of his > How can you C exe 
aſſign a particle ſo minute as peer tien 
not to exceed the greateſt debt of demeris 
imaginable ?1f the leaſt of Chriſt, er pu] 
merits be diſpenſed, it is too much, *** 1 
2nd exceeds all puniſhment Ir is 

therefore conſequent , that Ch- if 
mult long ſuce have offei d to his 
Father 


A 


N _— . 
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e fe- they put Eecleſi : ical penalties 
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Father more merit then all the 
het that ever ſhall be petpetrated 
can require; nor indeed could he 
poſſibly do otherwiſe, every leaſt 
merit of his being perfectly in ſi- 
wite, So that Chriſt's merit! ; 
muſt abſolutely be taken out of | 
the ſcales, if there muſt be an e- 
quality and exactneſs of commu- 
nicative Juſtice, For it is ſimply 
impoſſible, even in reſpect of 
God's abſolute power, that fo 
little ſhould be offered to God of 
Chriſi*'s merits, as not infinitely 
to overweigh all that enters the 
ballance with them. It appears 
then that all this Doctrine is inco- 
herent, and incongruous, and 
conſequently to bg rejected. 

And if our diſcourſe have hi- 
therto been rightly poiſ d, we can 
no longer doubt of the two opi · 
nions concerning Indulgencet, 

wich ballance ſioks down with 
i s pravity, which flyes up with 
0 Keele its levity, For firſt, whereas 


to de ſuch as eu the cri me, 
that 
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that may be underſtood two 
wayes, The firſt, that they 
ſhould equalize the pains due in 
Purgatory, which if it were in it 
ſelf true, what meſſenger could 
aſſure them of it? For S. Gre- 
gory bears us witneſs, that the 
Revelations which diſcover'd the 


ſtate of ſouls at that time were new, 


and conſequently unknown to the 
Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, But 
beſides , it being confeſſed, that 
the lighteſt pain of Purgatery out · 
vyes all the ſufferings of this 
world, how can ſome determinate 
quantity of theſe be equivalent to 
thoſe > The other explication 
then of equivalence, is, that ſuch 
a penance, inflicted and per for- 
med, would, by its exemplarity, 


cauſe ſuch reparation in point of 


Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, as the 
fault had cauſed miſcarriage and 
traoſgreflion. And this evident- 
ly may well be determin'd by the 
diſcreet arbitration of prudent 
cenſors of manners. So that hence 
allo it is apparent which opinion 
is to be embraced. Let 


How ſuch © 
4 Penalty 
n be («id © 
to correſ= 7 
pond or be 
equrvalens 
to ſuch s j© 
crime, 4 
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Let it be chen eſtabliſhed, that 
Eccleſiaſtical I»du/gence remits 
no more then what the Cberch 
impoſed , or thought fit co be im- 
poſed, for the reſtauration of Ds/- 
cipline ; and that it affords no ar- 
gument for remiſſion of þ» or 
pain, either in ths world or in 
the next, other then the change 
which is made in the inner him- 
ſelf, or the Charcb ſcandalized 
by him. As to that then of S. 
Paul, it is anſwered, that he who 
in ſome certain buſineſs is confti- 
tured Attarney Or procurater for 
another, cannot thence take upon 
him to do all his Lord or Maſter 
might do, but only act according 
to the limitations of the power 
entruſted to him; yet, this not- 
withſtandiag, whatſoever he doth, 
he doth it in the name and lieu of 
the perſon who employ'd him. 
So S. Paul, what he remitted of 
the integrity of Diſcipline he re- 
mitted in the perſon of Crit: 
the ſenſe being either prophetical , 
importing that by Revelation 
be 
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he underſtood that Chriff appro- 
ved what he had — 
ral, figmtying no more, then 0 
all 1—— —— God, what- 
ſoever, as the Miniſter of {briff, 
he diſpenſed with, he diſpenſed * 
with upon the account of 
Chriſt. 

The places of S. Cyprian are And ſome 
of more eafie ſolution; For he . 
clearly ſeems to teach, that Afar. 
tyrs have power to obtain that 
rem [ſion made in Heaves, 
conformable to the Indulgence 
exerciſed by the Church upon 
Earth He doth not then imagine , 
that by force of the Church's re- 
miſſion the fin is remitted alſo 
in the ſight of God]; but that the 
prayers of Martyr: , eſpecially 
after their appearance before our 
Lord, are effectual to that end. 

And for thoſe expreſſions of 4 

tigaity, that rew//i-n made on 

earth is ratify'd in Heaven; they 

ſuppoſe the Church made a right 

judgment of the Penitent; which 

clears the diſpute. The deſign of 
N 


thoſe 
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© thoſe holy men was to infinuate 
that there is an obligation in con- 
ſcience, to comply with the 
Cburcb's Laws, and fulfil her in- 
junctions: But when, through 
her Indulgence, they ate recall'd , 
that then this divine obligation 
ceaſeth, And thus, by ladal- 
3 gences, is the puniſnment from 
* Heaven remitted which is forꝑi- 
ven on Earth; and whatſoever 
is remitted here , an obligation 
remains from Heaven, and by the 
command of Cbriſt, to perform 
it. We have then anfwer'd to 
Indulgences in general and ſhew'd 
that they do not much concern 


our Qeeſtion. 
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The ſeven and twentieth 
Accompt. 


That particular Indulgences 
granted for the Dead, ar- 
gue not the Univerſal pra- 
iſe of the Church. 
\ 
WO things may be diſputed 
concerning particular Indul- 
gences; firſt, what ſubſtance of 
truth they have in them; ſecond- 
ly , what they make againſt us. 
And becauſe we have mention'd 
Indulgences upon no other ac- 
count then in defence of our ex- x 
plication of Purgatory ( ngainſt * 
which they are no otherwiſe al- 4 
ledged, then as inferring the Vi- 
verſal Prattife of the ¶ burch) 
we are concerned to examine 
them no further then to diſcover 
M 2 with 


Particular 
3 ences 
were nt 
| - op? yed to 
ö ſouls de- 
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with what ſtrength of Pradi/t 
and Univerſality they are ſup” 

rted. The meaſures whereof 
muſt be taken either from the i- 
ver, or Receivers, Firſt, before 
the School men, there was, that I 
know of , no noiſe of theſe Ja- 
dulgences ; for vl at is reported 
of Gregery the Gra granting 
the redemption of a ſoul to every 
thirty Maſles, is (if I miſtake not) 
weak, and grounded on no ſolid 
authority: And for that other 
ſtory of bim, that he ſhould re- 
leaſe /eve» years penalty to thoſe 
who ſhould viſt certain Char. 
cher, makes nothing to our pur- 
poſe, ſince the cuſtom e of follow. 
ing Ages ſhewes that Relaxation 
to have related only to pruances 
en joyned or to be enjoyned; e- 
ſpecially in the eleventh Age, 
when the ordinary di/pexſation 
with Eccleſiaſtical penalties upon 
the death-bed , or otherwiſe, to 
ſuch as were deſirous to aye or 
ve in the Church's peace and 
communion, ſeems to have been in- 
ſlituted: From 
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State of Souls, 
From that time forward, howHa 

Eccleſiaſtical queſtions of Practiſes ® 

depending on I beology, are hand- 


led at Rome , take this account: way, 


When any thing is demanded of 
the Pope , the difficulties whereof 
ſurpaſs the ordinary admin ſtrati- 
ons of his Court, a ſelect Com- 
mittee of Canon · I yer, and Di- 
vin's is nominated to reſolve it. 
For the Canonift, ( the Prince be - 
ing to them the head and fourtain 
of all law and Power )ic is no great 
marvel if they deny little or no- 
thing to the Paps/ Commands, 
For the Divines, they are gene- 
rally;ſuch , as, confuſedly ming- 
ling authority with rea/on , and 10 
wandring up and down in «ncer- 
tain Principles, abhor certit ade 
in things /prewlative, as the ap- 
paritions of a frightful Ghoſt, 
unleſs fore Venerable authority 
dehne it. 

Let the queſtion now be put,whe- 
ther the Pee can do ſuch a thing; 
do you rot perceive the ſcale 
already inclining to the athrma- 
M. 3 vive ? 


— 
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tive. Anſwer is return'd, © That, 
* fince there neither appears in 
the thing it ſelf manifeſt con - 
* tradition , nor any exception 
1 * againſt the general power given 
” to S. Peter by Chriſt, it is pro- 
1 bable the Pope, his ſucceſſor, 
© may do it; and that, if he ſees 
*it expedient for the Church, 
tis their advice he ſhould do ir. 
If any one oppoſe, that the reſo- 
lution is doubrful, and, if the 
thing be in truth otherwiſe, the 
Popes conceſſion null; he is ſoon 
ſilenc*d with the return of Valeat 
quaninm Valere poteſt, Let it go 
As far as it Can 1 the Pepe bath 
done ba pert, This is the Comrt- 
ſtyle in things of this nature, 
nor do I ſee much reaſon to quar- 
rel at it. The deliberation clear- 
Iy Is prudent, the cance on benign 
Sd and liberal. 

© 2%i.b ite For the Pope himſelf, he nei- 
© Pope nci- ther commands nor commends it; 
er com- to thoſe that ſue he grants it, or 
nds! ner rather denyes it not to thoſe who 
1 urge and exturt it He exhorts 
to 
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to exerciſes of piety , bis Indats 
ences are look'd on as rewards, 
and purchaſed with pious and la- 
borious axſfterities, From the 
Granter then, this ſort of Indul- 
ences hath no Univerſality. , 
ince it depends not on him, but 
on the receivers , how many will 
accept them. Nor can he be ſup- 
poſed to ſtrengthen or authorize 
the practiſe, who, as hath been 
ſaid , behaves himſelf as purely 
paſſi ve and permiſſive, ſometimes 
reſtraining, never extending it 
without com pulſion. 

The ſame degree of liberty 
hath the people. He that hath a 
mind ſeeks them; upon him who 
is not deſirous of them, they are 
not obtruded. If then your plea 
be, they are frequented by mary, 
by moſt ; 1 grant both. But if 
you will have that which neither 
is confirmed by cem u nor long 
caſtome, pals for a praftije, and 
that not of /adividnal; . but an 
Univerſal one, and of the whole 
Church, I ſhall ſlowly conſent, 
M 4 Whence 
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Wbence doth it appear to me, 
boom many they are who receive 
them, of what run, with what 
intention they do it I know 
fome that deſire not to appear 
fngular, and therefore do as their 
Neighbours : I know others that 
openly expreſs their diſlike, There 
are thoſe who are ſaid to allow 
them only when there is ſome 
great caule, ſome extraordinary 
Chriſtian neceſſity, and Cardinal 
: Bellarmin bhimſelf is reckoned a- 
£4 mong theſe Others prefer quiet 

of mind before ſuch leſs rerived 
Devotions, amonęſt whom I find 
S. Philip Nerew , who is repor- 
ted to bave uſually quitted the 
Roman magnificences,and frequen- 
ted thoſe Churches where in 
ſilence he might pour forch his 
1 prayers to Ged, 1 
— You will urge, That may juſt- 
* Boer Joon be ſtiled - Prattiſe of. the 
© the Prelarcs Chnreb which is done by many , 
© corn vence the Prelates ſeeing and not forbid. 
vr leaſt. ding it. I anſwer, If the que- 
4 ſtion only be, whether they do 
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well or il that frequent them 
I caſily admit they do well, and 
according to their conſcience, 
For what can they be reproched 
for ? the worſt yon can ſay, is, 
they act ignorantly, not wickedly: 
Nor doth the connivence or per- 
miſſion of Prelates conclade any 
thing more; For what reaſon 
have they to inhibit choſe ho. 
of their own accord perform good 
duties? nothing can from hence 
be drawn for the remiſſion of 
pains in Pargatory, For what 
have the Pre/ates to meddle with 
things indifferent and wnknown , 
in which it is no crime to be ig no- 
rant, or act miftakingly ? while 
the opinion ſtands prol able, that 
Purgatory-p4ins are diſcharged 
by [nda/gences, it is and will be 
lawful ro uſe them What need: 
the Prelates be tronbled ? let it 
be firſt demonſtrated, that theſe 
pins are not releaſable, then take 
your liberty to accuſe their back- 
wardneſs , whilſt it is a thicg in- 
different, commend their taci- 
turnity. Ms ir 
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Itis delivered to us, Tradition 
aſſures us, that we are to pray for 
the Dead , and that our prayers 
are beneficifl to them. That 
we be their works are to be examined 
ally by re in the day of Jad ment , 
& and accordingly remunerated , in 

the mean while that the condition 
of ſome is better then that of o- 
thers, But for the particular reaſons 
of all theſe,and how they are efſe- 
Red conformably to Nu , and 
the progreſs of divine operation, 
is a buſineſ of Theol gre al diſqui- 
ſition. That which ſhall be clearly 
*.$ dimmnſtrated to conbit with che 
Principles delivered will finally 
get the Victory, Till then, that 
is, till the demonttration be not 
only found out but acknowledged, 
it is and will be lawful for the 
Frelates of the Chwrch to follow 
either opinion, and accordingly 
to proceed to action. 


The 
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The Eight and twentieth 
Accompt. 


That the Vulgarity of the op- 
poſite Opinion ought not 10 
prejudice the true ane. 


Hey yet, though - gaſping}, 16, uf 
ſtruꝑgle and contend , that , 
the epinion which we have called from 

Valgar, is, and hath been the we 
opinion of the whole Charch, at 7/7 10, 
leaſt ever ſince the Schools reigned; — le 
and leſt we deny our a ſſent, they ſince ib 
argue thus: The opinion of the Scbeuls., 3 
people. is the opinion of their * 
paſter ; the opinion of the . 4 
fers is the ſame with the Srboal. d 
men ( for they either are, or de» 
pend on the. School men; The 
opinion therefore of the Sifwdde- 
mes. 


* 


_ F the middle 
2 "Wen is the Church's opinion. E i- 
tber therefore the Church ha th 
erred theſe 500 years, or the vul- 
gar opinion is plainly 17s belief. 
In this difficulty we are to enquire, 
ire What opinion, what Church ligni- 
de- fies. I obſerve that there are ſeve- 
F ral degrees of aſſem in man. The 
"3; te ©, may not improperly be called 
Scion /#(Picio» ; when there are ſome 
* ſymptanes which if you narrowly 
4 ſcan, you ealily perceive them to 
incline doubrfully to either part 
of the conttadiction, though at 
1 Hiſt chey ir clined you only to one. 
* Theſe render a man ſefpic ing, 
. that is, more intent and propen d- 
ing to one ſide, as it were expe- 
| Ring theace more light and ſatis- 
= ſa ction. 
The ſecond degree is, when the 
? fend, — — probabilities ate 
4 — very great, and which perſwade o 
; min through their diſticulties or 
4 maltitudes,that it is not worth his 
1 facther inquiſition; but according 
| to the proportion of conſideration 
wlich every thing challenges more 
or 
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or leſs in this life, he hath beflowe 
pains enough in the queſtion, He 
therefore ſo ſatisfies his mind in 
that point, that he rez<s not him 
that ſhall oppoſe it, but if he bring 
any tbing new and unheard of, is 
ready to give ear to him , andif 
his proofs merit it, fſext alſo. The 
third and laft degree of aſſent is 
his, ho will not endure any oppo- 
nent,but is certain that nothing 
ſolidly be al'edged to the contrary, a 
Now I ask of my adverſary, * 
whether the firſt degree be of that 
quality, that if the Church be 
ſuppoſed upon any occaſion to 
ſuſpect one part of the contradi- 
dion to be true, this ſuſpicion muſt 
prejudicate the oppoſite ? I cannot 
think any one who is ſo much as 
fit to pretend to Divinity, can be ſo 
fooliſh as to deny that hitherto it 3 
is lawful to pi the contrary. For 4 
as yet there is properly no aſſent , rhe 5 
and the Church by the U 
on of the caſe, reſolves on a A- get the 
lins inquirendew, Nay be that © | 
ſhould ſorbid an oppoſition ,; 


F 


would 
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would bind the Cbercb to a moſt 
-— evident danger of erring , and 
that even in ber own Judgment, by 
which ſhe is carryed- to a further 
enquiry. This being ſetled, we 
may obſerve, the ſecond degree 
is ſo compared to the firſt , that 
as the firſt exi-, fo the ſecond 
admits of an inquiſition. The 
bs cons ſame inconveniencies therefore 
Hrecur again, though their danger 
be leſs manifeſt and more remote, 
4 It is then an injuty alſo offered to 
be the Church , ro prohibit in veſt i- 
| gation in this ſecond degree, or 
to alledg the ſaid opination of 
the Church, to the prejudice of 
the oppoſite Doctrine. fince , by 
her very opining , ſhe confeſſes a 
readineſs to thank thoſe who ſhall 
take the pains toclear the truth, 
For ſhe - ought not to be thought 
opiniaſtre, but a Lover of truth, 
whereever it be found. 
ther A The third degree cannot other- 
% Wiſe be attained to but by infalli- 
Caſe. ble authority , or evident Demon- 
ftration , for a profeſſor of reaſon. 
cannot 
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cannot reſiſt the force of either of 
theſe. If then our adverſary ſhall * 
be pleaſed the declare , which 
| of theſe degres be honours with 
| the Churches opinion, it will 

hence ſoon appear what anſwer 
he ought to receive. 

As for the name of the Church, . 
that is, of the Church /=ppofing 
or opixing any thing, I thus di- 
fiinguiſh , that the Church may 
either be ſaid to opine, decauſe ſhe 
hath eftabliſhed ſometbing by a 
publick and ſolemn decree, or by 
p ivate ſuffrages: If by | private Aa 
lufftage, then ſhe did it either may be 
as a Charch, or as ſo many men, U «llthe 
As when all her members ac- 
knowledg Columbus for the diſ- cr nf 
coverer of the Weft-/[ndics — | 
they do it not as ports of the 4 
Charch,or as faithful, (for T wrks 
and /delaters do the ſame ) but 
meerly as ſo many perſons. 

Let the arguer, amongſt theſe 
three ſignifications of the Chereh 
thinking or opining,chooſe which 
he conceives moſt to his adyan- 
tage. 


* 
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mm Of the middle 
tage. If the frf , let him pro- 
duce the decree, which if he could 
do, we ſhould not heat fo much 
of the Church's cpinion. If the 
third, he expoſes bimſelf to deri- 
fen; for how doth it concern 
faith, what the Church's ſenti- 
ments are in matters of Hiſtery 
or Phil-ſozby? The ſecond, as it 
were only uſeful to bis intent, 
ſo is it abſolutely /e, the 
{ harch being a congregation of 
faithful, that is, of believers, 
that is, of ſuch as have 2ccepred 
the Doctrine of Cirift, and 
to this diy conſzrve14 it. Bur 
clearly this opinion began about 
Gregory the Great's time , was 
unknown and unthought of in 
the dayes of S. eAvpyſtine, of 
letle credit before che Schools, 
"a not yet propoſed to, or if it were, 
* i rejected by, the Oriental Church. 
Hevers.tha SO that by what other means ſoe- 
+ grounded yer it may have ſpeciouſly ioſi- 
wor and nuated it ſelf into the wen com- 
ws poſing the Chorch, it can chal- 

tion, Tenge no ſway over them as they 
are 
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are a Church that is, as believers , © 
that is, as grounded upon a per- 
petual Tradition. ; 

Heace we ſee how vainly they 
laboured in forming the propo- 
led argument: For be it gran» 
ted the peoples opinion is the 
ſame with their paſtors, and the 
paſtors the ſame that the Schools 
mens , and conſequently the opi» 
nion of the men of the Church 
the ſame that the Schoo/-wene ,, it 
followes not, that it is in the 
Charch otherwiſe then in the 
School me. So that if it be but 
option in the School-wmen , and 
ſuch as may be changed, it's 
being diſperſd through the 
urch will not add to its certain» 
ity , but by conſent of the 
whole Charch it will be alwayes 
(ubjeft to change, and, if ſuffi- 
cient reaſon be brought, juſtly 
to be changed. It is then ſo far 
from following, that an i- 
nion, by being the opinion 
of the whole Charch, can- 
not be changed, that on the 
contrary 
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= contrary, very unexpectedly , 
4 penn to be murable,and that 

in fit circumſtances it eng hi to be 
changed. 

It is eaſie to gather from 
hence what anſwer is to be affor- 
ded them who go about to ac- 
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ing us, affirming they were 
taught as a point of faith, thay 
* ſouls might be delivered out of 
* Purgatory before the day of 
Doom, both by other prayers, 
* and eſpecially by choſe which 
* have [ndulgencer annexed to 
them. Of whom 1 demand; 
were they tangbe that this was 
the perſwaſion of al the Paſtors 
of the Charch ? If they affirm it, 
I cannot deny but they them- 
ſelves were circumvented. But 
let them not accuſe me, from 
whom they have received no ſuch 
Doctrine. 1 who have detected 
the Legierdemain , (if any ſuch 
there be,) why muſt I ſuffer what 
they deſerve who put the flur 
upon them > Let them com- 
plain 
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plain of their own Doors , let 
them call upon them to prove © 
what they bave taugbe; which 
if they cannot do, let them find 7 
them g«i/ty, and accordingly - 
"1/5 them, but withall give me 
thanks for the diſcovery of the 
cheat. But if, in truth, th 1 
bave been taught no b = 
then that it is a pie credulity , But & 
that ſouls are, before the day of 
Judgment, delivered (whicb, 12 
they take the pains well to ext- 4 
mine them , they ſhall find ro 
be the meaning of their. Doors) 
who hath circamvented them, but 
their own felves- through /l-th 
and wegligexce > conſequently , 
ler them lay che gilt at their 
own dc ors. * 
What I have in this whole diſ- n, 
putation performed ,. let them, fog. 
in Gods name, judg whom he at 
hath been pleaſ'd co make fit Ar- 7 
ditrators in Theol«sgical Contre- 
verſies. What 1 have aimed 
at was this, That antiquity did 
* believe, that men in the ert 
world, 
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*wosld , whether their ſon's ate 
Sears fi'd or wo, were not admit- 
” *ted {cally to Heaven till the 
ay of the final conflagration. 
*That then every ones works 
* were to be examined; that the 
* work! of the imperfett., whoſe 
foundation was on Chi, were 
to burn, and by that means 
*their ſins, not without detri- 
nent, to be remitted, That the 
* opinion Which holds pure pains, 
*and thoſe in the interval be- 
* twixt Death and 7adement , 
* either of their ows nature, or 
* by prayer: determinable, is new 
in the Church, built upon ſlight 
grounds. & ſuch as are unca pable 
in things Theological to beget 
* faith ; obnoxious to many and 
* weighty objections; and finally 
by it's Pitron weakly defended. 
Theſe endeavours I have croawd-d 
into this h Volume, for the 
benefit and converiencies of ſuch 
as take deliglit in Diſſertations of 
this nature. 
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